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. ADVERTISEMENT. 
ES Y firſt Diſſertation, The * of 


Imagination in pregnant Women I 

Val cxamin'd, was publiſhed about three 4 

Vears ago, upon the Occaſion of | 

dhe Cheat of Godalming, haſtily, and ; 

&y without Name, as coming from | | 

- one, who neither deſigned to be ö 

1 nor to meddle any more in this Contro- g 
And indeed this Reſolution was ſo fixt in my 

| Mind, that nothing could make me recede from 
4 but the abſolute Obligation, I find n 
dier in good Manners, to m pects to 
Dr. Daniel Turner, and to bo, Ah bis Letter. 

J have taken Care in this Treatiſe to enlarge, 

and ſtrengthen my Argaments and to put them 

in a true and clcar Light; and alſo to anſwer all 


the Objections that are made upon this Subject. 
ed NN 


In particular the ſeveral mentioned in 
Dr. Turner's XIIth Chapter, as his Vouchers, are 
examined, and ſhewn ſome to be fictitious, and all 
of them inſufficient and frivolous. | 
If I do now publickly declare myſelf to be the 
Author, I deſire the Reader to believe that I don't 
do it out of Oſtentation, when I run the Risk to 
be mobbed for the Singularity of my Sentiment, 
but to ſhew, that I ſcorn to take the mean Ad- 
vantage of Conccalment, and that I dare face the 


Enemy. 


| of! Tale- gers, and to 
worm others; 


beg cke Gertlejnin's Pardon, upon Promiſe t 


(i 


"The 55 Fo rner gives Hi s Book, i is 
Pk remaxka efence of the Chapter 
mo gen dane de Mor die Catantis, 

5 Hed 


Anſwer to 4 Diſcourſe tately printed and 


he Strength of Imagination in regnant 
Women examined, IN n F 80 


Who Ick not think that I have attacked the 
Gentleman, and that he is obliged to write in his 


n Vindication? Whertas' neither His Name, 
nor His Works were in the leaſt mentioned, -ndr 1 


Hiated at Pry Treatiſeñ, 119” Wits 
Ion, read that ſamen;XItth Chapter, 
bur: finding nothing more in He a bare Nepeti⸗ 
tba Of feVNral Stories taken wick an implicit Fairh, 15 
add without” any” Choice, from other uche 119 
tought ir unreaſonable,” uftfüſt; and conträr) to 
the Laws of War, to ſingl: Nr. Turner in a Ctoud 
l pon him  Eparptely 
— 


If ay Moderation has 150 ehen as 4 Sh 0 T 


him Amends, and to take more Notice +. 5 
fox the Time to come. 


Jam ſotry to be uncxpeAtedly, 258 Gottiry to 


6 my natural Inclination, e ngagecl with a Member 


the College, antt a Pabli of ſeverat Volumes. 

If ever P mcet him, III pay him the farne Re- 
fpect as I did before, and 8 the Contindance of 
his. Friendffip. Our Books may quarrel, but let 
the Authors e Friends: Let us act as the. Gentle- 
menof the Law, who, now and then, handle one ãho- 
ther very r rich at Weftminfler, but are reconcile 
% good nends, as ſoon as they are out . 

ourt, 


Dr. Turner is the Appreflor, and he can't take 


it ill, if I make my Defence in the Way I think 
: belt. It hereafter any Expreſſion drops from my 


Pen, 


(ini 


pe whith: m appear ue berg I declare ſin- 
* 0 2255 for Want = 0 T's dir 
amn dt the Bar ing my ti 
Justice, T thould have ü Lade of AS. Sk 
read, with Edesse ng 'Catmnek, - theſe 
ſeveral Er preflions diſperſed in Dy Turyey's Book, 
eic healyj wea and , =" filly — ri 
callous —— Tnſipid == Beft an" ;/wered with Conte t, 
G. Theſe Words dent affeck me; for, in the 
Main, they are no tnore than z ſolemn Affirmation, 
that (he is not of my Mid: He i der) welcome 
to-diflent\ from me, ag" I diſſent from him. 
But, what T.complzin of, is an intelrrabie 1 
berty, the Gentleman Yakds.to-drefs bis Adverſari 
 "in-Beara$kns, in Hope to bait them'eafily; an 
to appcar Gskar, Vicroxovs, and TWIN Nr. 8 
1 Jef ire him (if he values his 7 to 
N 


43 os Paper and the Lines, w 
ſerted, that the Maher” ah:Cbild * Jtero are 
| no mers Heated, tha —_—_— 4 che 

7's Knee, or playing in the le as he chart fs 
_ 28s) 1: 48. 1 this the whole Truth „ add nothing 
- Ot *in? W | 

teond Favour, 1 be af" De. Tarner, is 

to declare the Line, and the Page, where I have 
_ called the Annugzevra which Leewenboeck has diſ- 
covered in Senlime 2 by the Name of 
Prpicul as he docs ptetend, pag. 78. Why, 
not ſatisfied to make Uſe, for once, of this 
Wirkur Invention of kisown _ dees he re- 
poſe it over and over again in liſh, ſor the 
etter Diverſion of a certain Set el porn A 
Dr. Turyer does very ſeldom quote me right; 

he alters my Words, or intermixes ſome of his 
gym, and. yet he has the — to print the 
Whole in Babel. This is an Injuſtice to me, and 

a groſs r upon the Pu lick, 


The 


4m 
The . Dr. Turner makes, pag. 1.59 
| on Ain of the Sketch which relates to the 


950 f the, Cauſe ol. Deſotmities, is v 
e 775 I 0 15 not. pretend 1 my Prin 


' 
1 
f 
* 
[+ 
Q 


Fug! ny the Conſeque nc but he 
Ace 0 o Work. Firſt, he e the. 
Senthrces' in” Ware 5 Pieces, . any Regard to 


the Connexion, Nature, and Strength of the Ar- 
a and then, he figffs them with theſe Balls; 
nd Jen are not dreaming only ſuppoſing: ===>" 
| a CO AW eaxs - will - 9 — 7 ng Sgu ares has,” 
| or had had heen furtly enough —— d ye ſes im 
| Mn Nd 4 HE, Ne fin 7 — poor Jet! 4 
Gs t th er re by 4 m—_—_ of the HEE 
. alas, 11. alas 75 — Fough, WE ew, 
is VIS AN as Heat . one Lint ig broke, 
| We are all untwiſted e ee by: Nabe 
, baue "Goes wade fr for. they Purpoſe, &cc I; his 


ludicrous Way of a is ſuch n Origi- 
nal, that it deſerves eat or the ſole Uk and: 1 
Benefit of the Inventer. gs 42 * 


„ dont think fit to tako. Natice. of the Copelas * 
— of Dr. Turner's Book, and here met hinkt, in. 
Head of. Finis, wauJd have come. i ha * Quacks | 
A in Capitals. | 4463 bas 9 


READ, TRY, JUDGE, . Wa ; 5 
AD SPEAK AS YOU FIND. 


FP Fart am ape to believe, that, thoſe Wards. ere 6 
originally deſigned to grace the End of the Diſ- 
courſe upon Gleets, but have been accidentally 

1 miſ ped by the Negligenos of the Printer, 


* * 


41m told, the like Play is ated to a great perfection, 
and with Drums and Trumpets in the Spbylis, about p. 340. 
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Ohl r Piry, that a acting wh 0 has. 4 
good Share of Reputation, ſhould, out 3 5 4 
plaiſanoæ to his Friends, 1 tel 1 
which-can: neyer be fairl ded by ſou | 


toſe — — but only b ible and Puns, 
8 — — . B 


Suppoſi 

key es me, to fee Dr, Jurner taking * 5 
dance 2 Pans erect his — bros a 1085 Fe f 
Myſtery, to be as warm and zealous n.the 
fe eie as if the Church and State were in 


_ Moeordanc is; that by rep ting . „ | 
ofien; The gr 2 Effects of Ina 2 pag in- | 
1 Perſons are apt 10 make a Merit 1 
o f Ignorance, and for Truth to worlhi ral hood, q 


1 tis intricate and contra 
to add, but this, chat” in * 
t. 


Ie. — 
| in my ndication, I dor't forget to 5 
a TTY to Pr. 2 Turner, in repeating earl is... 
ords, without any Alteration, except. *. e Titles 
I haueeelded to the Stories of the X dae ee 
to oaſet the Memory, and for Diſtinction 
Lam raid my anſwer to his Objections ma) 
prove, no and then; an Interruption to the Se- 
ries of the coun; but I deſire the Reader to 
excuſe the Di and to look upon them as 
an Interlude, 5 — for his Diverſion. 
I hope Dr. Turner won't ſcruple to contribute 
his Shave n . Extertaiument. 


— —— —-—- V 


— — — — — u em —— — 
2 . 


F 


\ ; 2 
} 


FAM very ſenſible under ubat D 
— * — *. this Treatiſe appegrs in he 
ra, when I 2 — Subjes 
, he: Strongth of Pregugirees, 
CES IC how jaw Penfous can bear th. be 
r e 
figh is 30 attack A — 
has been provailing for many Tears, in Oppoſition 
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Is 

Tea 
0 Experience, found Reaſon, aud Anatomy J 
mean the common Opinion, that Marks and Dofor - 
mities, which Children are born with, are the {ad 
Effect of ibe Mother's irregular Fancy aud Hnagi - 
nation. | 9 4 


them &- 


that uo Body can ever pretend 10 anſwer 1 
rectly ; yet I expect 10 be oppofſod with' Fehentancs, 
and as much Zeal, as if I was going to overthrow 
the uſual Courſe of Nature, It will bs ſavdyfabd 
that's all that can be ſaid that t6 determine, bow 
Imagination is able to mark the Fatus, is very dif- 
ficult, or impoſſible, but that a long Experience of 
many Ages is a ſufficient Proof, that it 1s adtually 
done; and that, in ſhort, tis Raſhneſs aud Impu- 
dence to deny @ Matter of Fad, aitcfted by ſo many 
creditable Witneſſes. 

In Anſwer to this, I deſire the Reader to take 


| Notice, 1. That the Doctrine of Imagination, rela- 


ting 


The Preface. vit 


fing to the Fœtus, bas. gone through ſeveral Revo- 


5 lutions, and that the Opinion, which is nam current, 
8 5s bat of 2 nei minim, and cannot lay Claim » 
* 10 Antiquity in all its Parts, as I will ſbew — 
wards, 2. That the general Reception of an Hypo- 


the/is is not always a ſure Proof of the Truth of it, | 
nothing in the World having been ſo mugh abuſed. 1 
as the venerable Name of Experience, ecially in 1 
| natural Canſes. 3 * 14 
1 I paſs by certain Superſtitions, which are ſtill in 


Vogue, relating to Dreams, the Trial. of Witches, 1 
i and Wizards by Water, or by Meigbt, & fas | 
f they prevail more amongſi the vulgar” and ighirant 
5 People than Perſons e better Sorts' 1: 3a. 1 


But I will mention 778. Opinions, which- hau 1 
had, under the ſpecious Pretext of Experience, the © 
univerſal Approbation of whole Nations, and in ma- ' 
ny Ages, and yet are owned at this preſent Time ts 6 

Lie erroneous. 8 | 


1. Hiftory is full ef the lamentable Accidents 
which Comets have drawn at their Tails. © 


2. What made Eclipſes of the Moon appear f6 Ss 
dreadful to Antiquity, but the pretended Experience: * 
of their bad Conſequences? The Indians, to this i 
Day, are in the ſame Fear, and I wiſh none amongſt 
as be ſo credulous. : 3 

'Tis to be obſerved, that, of thoſe Philoſophers who 
firſt diſcovered the true Cauſe of Lunary Eclipſes, 
Some were hani ſbed their Country, and others con- 
fined to Priſons, all ridiculed by the People, who gave 
them the Name of Babblcrs, Becauſe, ſays Plutarch 

* their Doctrine had not the Credit of Antiquity. 

. | A | 3 The 


488 In the Life of Nicias 


— ——— — — — 


ures, and ye} admired by whole: Nations, : Ch 


much uſed iu bis Time, that nothing was undertaken, 


viii The Preface. 


3. The ſeveral. Divinations of 448+ Heathen, and 
their Qracles ware notbing el/e hut Cheats. and um.. 
a9Cc: 


* 


dia, ao and ben, give Countenugnee tu the Fraud 
aud Roguery of the Priefts,: it had immediately tho 
noble Tithe of ſire and certain Experience, which! Ei 
it was dangerous to cont rovwv n. 

Tully ads vo better Argument than Experience, M. 
to defend the Oracle Delphes, which'was re/ort- Ch 
2d to by all People, in Matters of any great up. for 
teuer. This alone I maintain, /ays Jo that the WW A 
Oracle of Delpbes had never. been fo famous, nor MW wi 


| preſented with ſo many Gifts from all Countries: pre 


and Princes, had not the Truth of its Predictions 
been Experienced. in all Ages. 
He ſays the ſame of the Art of Divination +: 


bath in . Publick and Private, without the. Advice 
of the Southſayers. $ My Opinion is, /ays Cienro, 
that we ought not to enquire ſo much into. the 
Gaufe, than into the Conſequences of thoſe Things. 
They have been obſerved, Time out of . th 


well weighed, and made good by the Event. I Jos 
am fſatished, to know, what is done, though I. D 


cannot tell by what Means tis performed. 
| 4. Jadlicial 


s 8 e 
* Defendo unum hoc, nunquam illud Oraculum Del- P 
his tam Celebre, et tam Clarum fuiſſet, neque tantis do- 7 
nis refertum omnium Poputarum, atque Regum, niſi om 
nis ztas Oraculorum illorum veritatem eſſet Experta. } 
| R Cicero de Divin, lnb. r. t 
1 Quarum quidem rerum Eventa magis arbitror, quam fo 
exuſag:queri oportere: Obſervata ſunt hec Tempore th 
immenſo et Significatione Eventus animadverſa et notata. ta 


Hoc ſum contentus, quod etiamſi quo modo quidqu fat. tn 
nor em, quid fiat intelligo. Ibid, | uh 


The Preface AK 
4. Judioial Aſtrdlogy the Shame an Diſzrace 
| of buman Underflanding, an Art calculated for 10 
Body elſe but Fools and Knavues, has notwithſtanding 
been in great Vogue in the World for ſeveral Tbogſand 
Tears. ſt has indeed loft much of its Reputation in 
Europe, . though tue are not altogether clear of that - 
Plague; but it keeps its Ground ftill amongſt the 
Mahometans, in tbe Country of the Great Mogul, in 
China, and Japan. Aud pray, what do the Pros 
ſors of that empty Learning ſay in their Favous? 
Nothing 'elſe but Experience, and Matter of Fact, 
which they relate very gravely, and which you muſſ not 
pretend to diſpute, underthe Penalty of their ndignation. 


5. But, what is more remarkable and ſurpriſing, i, 

the Cuflom, which has been fo long pra#iced, even a. 

| mongft Chriſtians, to try the Guilt or Innocency of Per- 
ſons, by putting them under the Obligation tovindicata 
themſelves by marching upon red-hot Iron, or by Du- 


elling, Sc. 
| Welling is ſo far from being tolerated as 
this preſent Time, that, in fome Countries, 'tis 
lookt upon as a Capital Crime, and puniſbed with 
Death - Now, can it be thought, that Pudpes 
would have been ſd barbarous, as to make 5 
crees, had not a miftaken Experience lead them into 
the Belief of the Infallibility f thoſe dangerous Ex- 
periments f 
So difficult it is to convince People, that, Poſt hoe, 
Ergo Propter hoc, is nothing el/e but a mere Sophiſm. 
7575 is the Caſe of the Imaginationiſts, who baild 
their Hypotbeſis upon bare Contingencies, s 
I am ſo far nay Experience, that I do 
ſolemnly appeal to it, and endeavour to draw from 
thence my chief Arguments, with this great Adran- 
tage, that the Experience I claim can never be 604- 
tradiGed, and is confirmed by ihe Teflimony of 4 
88 Croud 


f | „ ä 
7 


| | _— A of | 
X Ide Preface- | 
Croud of Witneſſes; whereas the Experience on the 
| vt her Side is uncertain, and precarious, made up of 
| ' - _Suppoſitions and Conjeftures, \ - 
1 W )pon theſe Conſiderations, I dont deſpair of Succeſs: 


Sound Arguments may perſuade a.great many of the | 

1 . *Truth I defend. If the lone are ſo ingenuous 

q 4s to confeſs, that they have nothing elſe to ſay for their 

O!)pinmion, but, tis ſo, becauſe tis ſo. I Hope, they'll 
| De ſo kind as to permit me to deliver my Objections; WM 4 
EI is but Tuftice and Equity. J 
1 Ion, the 1 I make Uſe of, are not every one ſte 
Þ fanghy conſidered, Concluſive, and of the ſame Strength, | 
Vut they depend upon one another, and being all put #9 
| | goget her, amount, I believe, to a Kind of Demon ſtra- Du 
1 Lion, which I muſt leave to the Fu oment of the | L 
| 1 Readers to determine Only I beg of them to tale ti 
2. if "Time to weigh the Reaſons calmly and without Par- ſu 
18 tiality, and not to pronunce haftily, and in an arbi- H 


. frary Way, before a ſufficient Heariug and Exami- 
= 3 nation. R's 
| I Alter all, were the Imaginationiſts in the Right, Co 
az in the Wrong, I dare ſay, without pretending 4 
zo Iyfallibility, my Miflake would Le the moft ſtrange i + 
Fo aud unaccountable Error in the World, when I coi- 
it der, that my Hypotheſis has all the charming Cha- 
1 rafters of Tzurn, and Yother has the diſmal Look 
| and Countenance of Farsznoop. | 
. My Opinion implies no Abſurdity. *Tis clear and 
| Intelligible, and eaſily deduced from the Laws of Mo- 
Wt tion, which Gd has eftabliſhed amongſt Bodies. *Tis 
| | barmleſs, good natur d, and uſeful in making eaſy 
1 the Minds of ſeveral Perſons : *Tis reſpectſul to our 
1 Maker, and honourable to human Nature. 

The other Opinion is precarious, and depending 
4/pon Hear-ſays, and falſe Stories * *Tis unpbiloſo- 
pbical, and grounded upon occult Qualities. 

| *Tis 
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| 


ve i - 'Tis Ay aud abſurd, for what ean be more ridicu- 
Fus, than to make of Imagination 4 Knife, a Han. 
mer, a TO (0, a Thief, a Painter, a Jack bf 
all ets 4 Juggler, Doctor Fauſtus, the Devil, and 
s ſawcy and ſcandalous, in ſupps/ing that thoſe, 
whom God Almighty has endowed, not only with ſo 
many Charms, but alſo, with an extraordinary Love 
and Tenderneſs for their Children, inflead of an- 
ſwering the End they are made for, do breed Mon- 
ſters by the Wantonneſs of their Imagination. 
*Tis miſchievous and cruel; it difiurbs whole Fa- 
milies, diſtrads the Brains of credulous People, and 
puts them in continual Fears, and in Danger of their 
Lives : In ſhort, tis ſuch a publick Nuiſance, thad 
tis the Intereſt of every Body to join together e 
3 2 Monſter, and to root it entirely out of tha 
orld, 17 
Aro, if theſe ſeveral Characters of Truth and 
Falſchood on both Sides are carefully weightd, and 
conſidered, I hope, it will be eaſy for the Readers to 
* who is in the Wrong, and who is inthe 
Kighi. | 
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firſt Treatiſe. 


I. By Inmacinartionisrs, I mean thoſe, who be- 


lieve the Power of the Mother's Imagination over the 

uu. IRE 8 5 
II. There's no * Solutio Continui without ſome 

Force or Violence. Ve f 


III. Imagination muft act by ſome Means. 


IV, Paſſion, in Reſpe® of the Mind, is a Modifi- 


cation of Thoughts, but Motion in Reſpect of the Body. 


v. Paſſions af upon the Body by Actelerating, or 


Dimini ſpiug the Velocity of the Blood and Spirits, 


2 


the Soul and 0 the Boay. 
VII. There's no Senſation without Nerves. 


VIII. Nerves, being once divided, can never re 


unite, and do their former Functions. 


* 


IX. A Ligature, or a Preſſion upon a Nerve, or a 


Blood-Veſſel, makes them uſeleſs ſo long as it lafts. 
X. The longer is an Artery, the flower is the Mo 


tion of the Blood as the Extremity of the L. 


* Diſſolutio Continui was a Fault of the Print in my 


Paoros1TIONS: ſet down in n 
this Treatiſe, ' “ 


s the 
4 
1 


* 
- 
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VI. Imagination cannot a beyond the Spher ef. | 


% 


14 


4 


XI. The Nui of lun dn An ki 
« Ware from the Beginging f iche Warld. [3 
SYITHI A A CLLL | 1 
| COPIERS > > 0 | 
XII. Conception is independant on the s h 
III. The Ovum is for a long Time in the Fallo-' 1 
| | tian Tube, and in the Uterus without Adbeſion. =_ 
; 4 TY UTE UT. Dale w u N V 14 * 
S XIV: The Fetus has a Senſation and à Grcula- 1 
tion of the Blood independant on the Mother. | 
S XV. . — ought to be leſs amazing than 1 
e vaſt Number ꝙ regular Bodies. 
| Theſe Propoſitions, which were placed at the [ 
Head of, ook, as an Index, have not eſcaped i 
Dr. Turners Cenſure. I'll take Notice only of one | 


g ſingle Reflection. What Force, I pray, or Violence 4 
is wanting to divide a Thread, or a Piece of PuppiyG 1 
upon your Trencher with a ſharp Knife © Defence, 
pag. 82. There's no Neceſſity of an Anſwer, when 
any Book upon Mechanical Powers may decide 
the Controverſy, Not one Word of the Pupping. 
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SN The Pow tn of the 41 
Mothers Imagination 


OVER THE 


. 


FOE T U 8 


| __ EXAMINED. 


The State of the QuesT1ON, 


mEroxmirttss, which ſome Children 
bring into the World, being always 
al rightful, and the Occaſion of great 


| "Ons y: J. 


| Wl Surpriſe, and Concern in tender Pa- 
rents; my Deſign in this Treatiſe 
—= 1s to cnquire into theit true Cauſe, 
and to examine how far the common Opinion, which 
lays the Fault upon the Mother's 1ag:neation, may 
| „„ de 
| 
{ 


1 


be alloned to be true, and bon fig it Hem to be 
JT! . ng 
It. in the Management of this Cbntroytyffy't do 
differ Bam the judgment of others,” 1 fope the 
Reader will be ib kind'4s to excuſe me; WE | 
declare-ſincerely, I dont do it to be fingular, and 
by a Spirit of Contradiction, but in Charity, Juſtice, 
and Equity; and with no other View, than to caſe 
the Minds of thoſe, who do wrongfully fancy 
themſelves guilty of what, I believe, they are en- 
tirely innocent. 7 | 
uagination in pregnant Women, ſo far as it 
relates to the Fatus, and is the Subject of this Dif. 
pute, is a Modification of the Mothers Thoughts 
upon certain outward Objects, which are common- 
ly referred to theſe few Heads. | 


1. Aſtrong Longing for ſomething in particular, 
in which Defire the Mother is either gratified, or 
diſappointed. 2. A ſudden Surpriſe. 3. The 
Sight and Abhorrence of an ugly and frighttul Ob- 
ject. 4. The Pleaſure of Looking on, and Con- f 
templating, even for a long Time, a Picture, or 
whatſoever is delightful to the Fancy. 5. Fear, 
and Conſternation, and great Apprehenfion of 
Dangers. -- 5, And laſtly, An Exceſs of Anger; of 
Griet, or of Joy. 1 


1 1 I. This being premiſed, ſeveral Queſtions do na- 
turally — themſelves to be examined. The 
firſt is, In what Senſe can the Mother do an Injury | 
to the Futus in Lier 
L anſwer, that the Child may receive ſome Hurt 
by Means of its Mother, this being laid down as. 
a, 2 general Rule, that the Proſperity of the Fru 
. does depend on the Welfare of the Mother; and © 
| that, whatever is detrimental to her is directly, or 
indirectiy, 
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(fx) 
indirectiy, prejudicial to the. other. . 

* It ſu Crs not only hy the Diſtempers of the Pa- 
rents, but alſo by ſeveral Accidents, as great Falls; 
Bruites, and. Blows the Mother receives, by hee 
11 Work, by odd. and conſtrained” Po- 

tions of her Body. by the Irregularity of her 
Diet, and of her Actions; by immodęrate Dane- 
ing, Running, Jumping, Riding, Exceſs of Laugh 
ing, frequent and violent Sncezing, and all other 

A itations o 1 the Body. | + 4? 2. 125 ＋ vg „ 

3 Tbe Chil may allo ſuffer by the AﬀeRions of 
the Mother's Mind. For the Diloppointment; Bt 
what ſhe defires is ſufficient to make her uneaſy, 
and pine away; deprive her of ＋ Or gf Quiet, 
and even of Food, and conſequently the Child rura 
the Risk, for Want of due and wholeſome Nou- 
riſhment, to grow feeble and weak, and at laſt to 
= its gain rn orga, tis very neceſ- 

ary to gratity the ing or pregnant Women, 
if it be poſlible N he 53 65 

Frightful and Ugly Objects, which are ſhocking 
even 1 Men of Courage, are to be carefully re- 
moved from the Sight of pregnant Women, as be- 
ing apt to diſturb their Minds, and to fill them 
with Horror, Fear, and Apprehenſioͤn. 

Anger is a Paſſion that puts the whole Fabrick 


of the Body out of Frame. Cholerick Perſons in 


their Furor have been ſeiſed with Fits of Apo- 
pes ': In thoſe People, the Agitations of the 
E 3 end of the Body, ſeem, now and then, to 
_ threaten an entire Ruin, as it appears by their Cla« | 
mours and Foaming. at the Mouth, the Colour and 


_ Swelling of their Eyes, the violent Palpitation f 


the Heart, and a Sort of an univerſal Convulfien. 
In that Caſe, tis much to be feared, that the Blood, 
flowing with great Vehemence towards the Uterns, 
may ſeparate the Placenta, and cauſe an Abortion, 
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will mutilate the Hand of che Einbryo, &c. 


. * 


C&D). 
N oo very dan os: I 
thet r Heart fluttering, | general Jromor, and tho 
Bowels, as it were, drawn inwards, ahdh cheir Back: 


appeal to Per- 


openłd in two: The Cauſe is che Violent and 


convuliive> Motion of the Diapbragni, and of the 


— * 


Muſcles of the Abdomen, which, like a ſtröng Bar, 
ſtrike upon the VHſcera. Now, where d the Won- 
der, that, ſuch a Force preſſing upon the Uierus, 
which is alſo in Cm wobl knead the 
tender Child, and cauſe Diſſocations, Fractures, 
Mutilations, Hernias, Eechymoſes, S ?: 


- * 


II. The next Queſtions are, Whether the ſtrong 
Attention of the Mother's Mind to a 'determi- 
nate Object can cauſe a determinate, or a ſperi- 
fie Impreſſion upon the Body of the Child, with- 
out any Force, or Violence from abroadꝰ75 

And laſtly, Whether in the Fit of Imagination, 


\ Catraesy, or the Application of the Mother's 
Hand to any particular Place of her Body, though 
accidental; and not premeditated, can work /ympa- 
thetically upon the like Part of the Body of Fats, 
and be of any dangerous Conſequence? ' | -* 


Moſt People 'are for the Affirmative of ' theſe 
two Queſtions. They believe, that the Imagination 


of a pregnant Woman is able to imprint upon the 


Child the Repreſentation of the Object, which 
the Mother has in View; as for Inſtance, that 
the ſtrong Deſire of Peaches, or Cherries not being 


Fatisfied does cauſe the Colour and Shape of a 
Peach, or of a Cherry upon the Fetus; that the 
mere —_ g for Mauſitzs is ſufficient to 3 
- ſtantiate the h 

Anto a SHL Fiſd: That the frightfal Sight of a lame 


true and original Head of the Child 


Man, without any concomitant Injury from abroad, 


'The 


Shave deen mige. if they dic not feel, 


t 


C62) 
The Motion of the Hand is alſo a Circamſt 


which is very ſeldom, or nev . in giving 
an Account. of raus Births, that 
| 


being ought: 10 . ie and. af Freer 
ind Efficacy ;..as if Imagination made Uſe of it, for F 
a Signal to her Dragons to take free Quarters no il 
where elſe but in the Place which ſhe points at. | 


Father Malebranche, ,a high Inaginationiſt, h 
made a notable, Diſcovery. in d N. 
which is not to be . for he's very poſitive, 
> Hand, being 8 
4 prudent Way, mazz in Part, bes Sort of Pes 
ſer vative againſt the Worſt of theſe Accidents, or, 
like a Daum, to turn aſide and divert the violent 
Streams of the turbulent Spirits to a ſater Part in 
the Child's * where they'll have full zo” 4 
of Prancing without any great Inconvenience. F 
pt in. another Place for the Benefit 


that the Exerciſe of 
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give the Recei 
of the Publick. 


Ion, Mercurialis, lib. 2. de morb. Mulier. ſays, 


that this is an idle Notion | Nugæ] and 1 if ax 
Part is marked rather than another, tis from its = 
Diſpoſition, or by Chance: But in that Particular 1 

he does entirely differ from all others. And indeed 1 
the Power of Imagination, and the Virtue of Chi- 2 
rapſy, ſeem, in that Syſtem, to be inſeparable, both 4 


of them being equally ſupported by the ſame Pra- 
dition, the ſame Witneſſes, and the ſame Aſſurance 

in their Depoſitions : So that there's no Medium, 
| they muſt ſtand or fall both together. »- 
But theſe Opinions, in my Judgment, are fo full 
of Abſurdities, that I'm inclin'd to take them for 
vulgar Errors, which have inſenſibly crept into the 
World, and are now generally received, without 
any Examination, though they be contrary to Ex- 
PERIENCE, RBASON, and Anatomy, all which I'll 

endeavour to ſhew in the following Chapters. 


CHAP 0 II. 
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natural Cauſes. 


cient Number of Obſervations. 


7451 | TEA p i | g ; 5 Gi 
q 3 wh be uniform, and not contradictory tafone”) 


r. * 


4. Th muſt be in ſuch a Number, as to over- 


ballance all Objections, or Counter-Ol/ervations, by 


a vaſt Diſproportion: The Cortex is a Specifick in 
Intermitting Fevers, but ſhould.it deſerve that Name 


- if it cured only one ſingle Patient in a Thouſand ? 


. Teftimony by Hear-ſay, and taken at ſecond! | 
Sc. is to be received with a great 
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or third Hand, 
of Caution, 


2 
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A \ dias Wo ; o» Jia 2003-43} FL 2 ald 479 
HE Truth of this Aſſertion wifl appear ca- 
fly, if we confider well the Character of | 
undoubted Experience, in Reſpect of 


xperience is the Knowledge of a Matter of Fact 


') 
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6. The Credit & unknown 'Wimeſſes 4 4. 


of the Dar 
eee 
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* Witneſſts ought. to * erue, honeſt and with- 
out any Intercit to cheat. 7) eee 


8. They are to be j iden ths rb 6 ! 
nor prepoſſeſt, nor too haſtʒ. 3 1 


| 215 

And laftly, Witneſits are vet to be cf l, 1 

if 5 be Aileen e — at any Time, they hate =_ 

been poſitive in affirming a Fact to be true, hic 

aſterwards has been ron to be iſe = eee, 
| Now let us examine by theſe — Currenq” 

| Opinion. of th the Power of the Mother's e 


over the Fatas. . 5 
1 mr) c C4 : , 'F CF? F1 ; 'Ty : * 5. La -J — N 
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"Fat WTR tom Tine to Time, aten ſg 
many conſiderable Fariationt upon very eſſential 
win that tis impoſſible the ſame ienct can 

ig avour of contrary and different Aſſertiona. 
he chief Variations are theſe, 1. The Ina. 


PRES W are not 2 upon the Perſon, whoſe 4 
Imagination 8 1 
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5 (89 
* does the Work. 2. They can't tell 
the Lime when Imagination is in Force or Seaſon, 

They quarrel about the Extent of its Power, 
n ſhort, their Opinion ſeems to be a Hydra with 
one ſingle Tail 255 ſeveral Heads. 


I. I own, that, at this preſent Time, the ſole and 
abſolute Power of Imagination is ſettled upon the 


Mother; and the Women, to my great Surpriſe, 
are ſo 3 as to plead guilty to ſuch an Accuſa- 


tion, groundleſs and contrary to their Intereſts. 
Vet ſeveral good Authors have formerly prætend- 


ed, that the Imagination of the Male, as well as of 


the Female, in any Kind of living Creatures, does 
contribute to the Colouring of the Fætus, as ap- 


pears by Pliny 7. 12. Cogitatio utriuſque, Animùm 


ubito tranſvolans, effingere ſimilitudinem aut miſcere 
exiftimatur, © The Thooght or Imagination of 
* | Male and Female] paſſing ſuddenly through the 
© Mind, i d to 7 nfound the Si- 
nd, is reputed to imprint, or confoun 

© militude, 5 pe 

Some have brought the Child into the Plot, and 
put it at the Head? of the Conſpirators, pretend- 
ing that the Circumſtances, the Fætus is in, are an 


oOccaſional Cauſe of the Mother's Longings, as a 


Direction of what is good and uſeful to the 


Embryo. Tis upon that Suppoſition, that when 


a Babe does not thrive, Nurſes judging that the 
Infant has been in Want, make it fuck a Piece of 
roaſted Pig, as a Panacea which does immediate- 
ly ſupply all former wen) 242 "gr wit 
Others do carry their Credulity ſo far, as to 
believe, that by Strength of Imaginatiov, Men 
are able to work upon Perſons at a vaſt Diſtance, 
afflict them with Diſtempers or cure them; change 
their Conſtitution and Sk 
the Caleſtial Bodies. 
Tbey 


hape, and eyen command 


f 


i 
1 
1 
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ms 


tended to a prodigious 


Kron, to ſay, t 


e 


Z 
£9 Y 


They compar'd  Imaginption, to a very, ſtrong 
h here of its Qivity ex- 
length, and, which: can, 
within that Compals, attract, xcmove, and.tupn up, 
and down all Things, Animate and Inagimate. .. 


If that be true; How are poor Women deceived ? 


z- 


A Child has upon its Body a Diſcolonration, or a 
Deformity; the Mother takes, the Fault upon her- 
ſelf, when all this while, tis ſome Body elſe, who 
fixing his Inagination upon the Mother, and the 
Child, has been the Cauſe of the Misfortune, 

As ſtrange and ridiculous this Opinion appears to 


be, yet it has been maintain'd by Paracelſus, Crol- 


figs, Pomponatius, and ſeveral others. What Name 


to 17 55 to it, I can't. tell, but it looks like Magick 
and Conjuration. FEE 1] 9 82 


7 40. 
7 


And now I 8 beg Dr. Turner's Pardon, if 
a 


t he ſeems to favour, thoſe 
Notions, at leaſt if he affixes any Meaning to his 
a. wh AS > dt. go By b e605 ; 
Words; and pray, is it not by them, that I muſt 
judge of his Thoughts! For pag. 107. de morbis 
cutan. . ſpeaking of the prodigious Feats he aſ- 
cribes unto Imagination, he thinks fit to name 


theſe mighty Performances, LRANSANIMATIOx, 


— and 


e IRAN $SFORMATION. of Body, 
alling down even the Puanurs, if P9/ible, and the 


z 


STARS, ou, of the FIRMAMEN 3 


e rad or enen 
zn The Variations, in reſpect of the Time, that 


Inuginatiom is at Work, are very remarkable. The 
Ancients did fix it to the very Moment of Con- 


ceßptiou, by which they underſtood the very Inſtant 


ot. Conulatian, or Receptio Seminis. I have Pliny 
tor my, Author. Jis helieteũ, fays he, that whatever 
5 8 | 17 


c CE 


( 10) 


is ſeen, heard, remembred, or thought 2 at the Time 
of Conception, is very ee to 4 Reſemblanceꝰ. 
The fame Opinion eems to have been current in 

Sir Thomas Moore's Time; for, in an Epigram upon 
one Sabinus, he writes as follows, 

Atqui Graves tradunt Sophi, 

Quodcunque Matres interim 

Inaginantur fortiter, 

Dum liberis datur Gpera, 

Ejus latenter et Notas 

Certas et indelebiles 

Modogue inexplicabili 

In ſemen ipſum congeri. 


The modern Inaginationifis, to give a better 
Countenance to their Tales, have prudently thought 
fit to inlarge the Time; well contidering that, in the 
other Suppoſition, Fancy had no Leijure to medi- 
tate earneſtly on Monfters, or frightful Objects 
in that very Moment, and that the Latin Admo- 
nition, Age, quod Agis, is never obſerved more 
ſtrictly, than upon that Occaſion. _ . 
Dr. Turner is of Opinion, that Imagination be- 
gins to be in Force for the moft Part after Quick- 
ening, when by the Motion of the Fatus, the Mother's 
Anxiety about its Welfare is greateſt, her Concern ſtrong- 
e, and her Ti — now more intenſe about it, as 
after through all the ſucceeding Time of Geſtation than 
we can ſuppoſe them to have been beſore, when ke was 
not certainly aſſured, whether or no ſbe bad conceived. 
Deten. pag. 142. 5 But 


* Cogitatio UrR Ius uz, animan ſubito tranſvolaus, ef- 
fingere Sm litudinem aus miſcere exiſtimatur. Similitudinem 
quidem in mente reputatio eſt, et in qua creduntur multa for tuita 
bollere, viſus, Auditzs, Memoria, Hauſteque Imagines jub iþſo 
ConCEptv. Plin, lib. J. caf, 12+ 


4 


k 
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. 
But, in ſhort, now moſt Authors allow to na- 
gination the full Compaſs of the Nine Months to 
the very Hour of Delivery, without taking the leaſt 
Trouble to give an Account of thoſe large Limbs 
Imagination is ſuppoſed to ſnatch away from the 
Fetus, when it is once come to a conſiderable Bigneſs. 


3. The laſt Variation, in Reſpect of the Effects 
of Imagination, is very confiderable, and deſerves 
to be examined. | 3 

I do not find, in all the Works of Hippocrates, one 
ſingle Word relating to this Subject; of which 
more hereafter, when I come to diſſec Dr. Turner's 
12th Chapter, where he aſſerts the contrary. 

Thoſe who came ſeveral Centuries atter him, 


don't ſeem to lay any great Streſs on the Power | 


of the Parents Imagination upon the Children, They 
were fatisfied to attribute to it no greater Virtue 
than to favour a Similitude of Faces, and of Com- 
plexions, and, it may be, ſome ſlight Di/coloyrations 
of the Skin. | | 

Monſters were always accounted for bythe Ancients 
in another Way, and from more rational Cauſes, as 
1, From a Redundancy or Deficiency of Semen. 
2, From its vicious Quality. 3..From a Mixture and 
Confuſion of ſeveral forts of Seeds. 4. From ſome 
Deformities in the Parents. 5, From an ill Conferma- 
tion of the Uterus, 6. From an unnatural Copula- 
tion. 2 From ſome violent Accidents. 8. And 
laſtly, 


C2 | 1 


* Ex Imaginatione ſolummodo Conceptum fruſtrari forma 
Hominis fierique ſenſitivum, ſive Animal ejus Seciei cujus erat 
Anmal Imaginatione conceptum, aut ad cujus occurſum fœmina 
conturbata fuerat, vix ant ne vix quidem adduci poſſuns ut exiſti- 
mem. Si qu ppiam fimile aliquanao contingat, Hand libera omni- 
vo erit mulier crit de Suſpicione Bruti alicuius acceſſus. Ru» 
dericus a Caſtro, de morbis mulierum. | 


rom Providence, and the Vengeance of G. 


ms — . ads > 
—. * = ST K ———— = — — - - — 
4 = - 1 _ % * 
1 * has. 1 — 
* 1 


— ED on —B ————— 
* "AS -» : » — 


—— * —_ 8 * 
— 3 — —ñ—äàä˖4ÿ— 


om - oo” 


— a — * ” rar — —— — — — 
— — — — - > = 
a 


» _— 
6 og "y - 
— — ——— — COON _—_— —CCR—Ro—__— — * 


we 


612) 


I can never believe, (ſays RopRIcCUs a CaSTRO,) 


_ that Imagination is able to deprive the Fœtus of its 


human Shape, and to make an Animal, which the 
Mother has had in her Fancy, or at which. ſbe has 
leen frigbted If ſuch Thing does happen, there is 
Reaſon to ſuſpeft an unnatural Copulution. | 
This has been the conſtant Doctrine without any 
conſiderable Interruption, till within theſe Hun- 
dred and Fitty Years : But the Caſe is now much 
altered. Imagination ſcorns to be a petty Pedlar, 


and to deal only in fooliſh Pictures, which were ſo ill 


made, that twas difficult to diſtinguiſh between a 
Coding, a Trotter, or a Potatoe She has ingroſſed 
the whole Trade of Deforities, and ſhe is come 
to ſuch a Perfection in that Manufacture, that you 
find in her Shop nothing but exa# Draughts, and 
Similitudes of Animals, or their Parts, of Vegetables 


or Things inanimate, if we believe Dr, Turner : She 


can alſo furniſh you with Aſos ters ot all Sorts,” 


at 
all Times, at a Minutes Warning, without any De- 


lay, or Loſs of Buſineſs, 


If the Queſtion is asked, What Reaſon could in- 


duze modern Authors, to receed ſo widely from 


the Opinion of the Aucient ho kept within ſome 
Bounds of Modeſty ? I anſwer, that in all ; Proba- 
bility, Philoſophers being continually harraſſed 
by troubleſome Inquirers, did not think fit to 
enter into a Diſcuſſion of natural Cauſes, but to 


make Uſe of a common Plea, calculated to the 
Underſtanding of ignorant People, who were wil- 


ling to receive it as Satis factory. 2. The Ancients, 
amongſt the Cauſes of Monflers, having named the 
Anger of God, I am apt to believe, this made ſo 
great Impreſſion on the Minds of Parents that, 
vut of Charity, it was thought fit, for their Comfort, 
to throw all the Misfortune at once, upon 1- 
maginatien, as an caſy Way to remove all 

| | Scruples 


ſe 


Wi 


(13) 
Scruples upon that Account. vid. Barthol. cent. 


: N ow, if theſe ſeveral Variations are well weighed 


and conſidered, the Reader will judge eaſily, that 
the Imaginationifts have no Reaſon to brag, as 
they do, of Antiquity and Experience, in Fa- 
vour of their Opinion, F | 


AAR bib e d ta 8s 


nr. MW 


More Proofs, that ExPERI- 
ENCE i againſt the Current 

Opinion. 5 

B UT to put this Controverſy in a true Light, 


tis. very gong + to examine all poſſible Ca- 
ſes relating to the | 


other's Imagination. 


1. There is ſometimes Imagination, and yet af- 
terwards neither Marks nor Deformities follow. 


2. There are Marks, &c. without any prece - 
dent Inagination. 


23. There are Marks, &c. pretended to be Sub- 
ſequent to, and the Effect of the Mother's Imagi- 


mation, 


Now, in all theſe three different Caſes ExpRRI 
ENCE is againſt the [magingtionifts, | 


Imaci- + 
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(14) 
IMAGINATION, and no SRCIrIcR Mans. 


Imagination, is not ſo malignant to the Fætus, as 
commonly reported, or elſe the Race of Men 


ould inſenfibly degenerate into a Generation of 
Mnſters. How many Women ate diſturbed, du. 


Paſſions, and Frights, and yet Experience ſhews 
that the Children come into the World well ſha- 
d, and without the leaft Token of the Mother's 
ancy; except when there has been ſome outward 
Force or Violence on the Irerus, and the Body of 


ring their Pregnancy, by yer oper odd 


the Fætus. 


A Gentlewoman, of very good Credit, who had 
an Averſion againſt Cats, has aſſured me, that one 
Evening, being ready to go to Bed, a large Cat 
ruſhed unexpectly into her Chamber through the 
Caſement, and flew directly to her Body, from 
which, with ſome Difficulty, it was removed by the 
Servants: And yet, notwithſtanding this great 
Fright, ſhe was, in two or three Mouths ime, 


ſafely delivered of a beautiful Son, who had not 
the leaſt Shew of Smellers or Claws, nor of any 


Thing reſembling that Animal. But 'tis very re. 
markable, that afterwards, inſtead of being afraid 
ot Cats, the Child loved to handle, and even to 
torment them, as if he took Pleaſure to revenge 
the Inſult his Mother had ſuffered. | 
1 could give a long Catalogue of pregnant Wo- 
men, who have been frighted by diſmal Objects, or 
other dreadful Accidents, or diſappointed in their 


Deſires; and yet thoſe Misfortunes did not appear, 
| _—_— Birth of the Children, to have been viſi- 
y 


of ſuch an ill Conſequence to them, as to mark 
their Bodies. 


I am only fatisfy'd to take Notice of Mary 
Qeegx or Scots. Every Body knows, that _y 
| | Mas 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Majeſty being at Supper in her Cloſet, fome Per- 
fond a 4 — * Apartment Sword in Hand, and 
in a very rude and difreſpectful Manner, and ſtabbed 
David Rixio her Secretary ; who, thinking to fave 
his Life, did inmediatel) ſeize the Queen about 
the Waſte, crying for Mercy, at the fame Time 
that the Executioners were repeating the Blows. 
It is impoſſible to expreſs the Heighth of Fright 
and Conſternation that Princeſs was put to, during 
that bloody Tragedy, the Table, Candles, Meat 
and Diſhes being overthrown, and the Place filled 
with the Shrieks and Groans of the unhappy Suffer- 
er, and the Queen's loud Exclamations; and yet 
when the Royal Prince, King JAMES the Fi 
was born, not one ſingle Scratch was found about 
his Body, nor any Similitude of Wounds; tho' F 
am apt to believe, that Imagination is no Reſpecter 
of Perſons, and was not afraid, if ſne meddled with 
that Royal Babe, to be indicted for High Trea- 
on. ä : 

J own, that it is reported of that King, that 
he could not bear the Sight of a Naked Sword; but 
was he not as much diſordered at the Report of 
a Gun, as if David Rixio had been ſhot ? Can't 
ve find about us many Pcople who have the ſame 

ſeakneſs, and yet their Mothers were never af- 
frighted in their Pregnancy. I have been aſſured 
that Perſons of very great Courage, have in the 
Eeginning of an Engagement betrayed ſome Con- 
cern in their Looks, and that even they have been 
ſubject to certain Accidents, which are in reality 
more owing to the Debility and Relaxation of 
certain Sphincters, than to Want of Valour and Re- 
ſolution. ES 

To account for the Averſion King James had to 
a naked Sword, there's no Neceſſity to have Re- 
courle to Imagination, 
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Dont we know, that Children, even, when they 


a Sword or Dagger erect, in the Middle of thoſe 


of a Sword over his Head. His Minority was at- 


(16) 


If Babes are accidentally frighted, and fall into 
Convulſion Fits, which afflict them afterwards. du- 
ring the whole Courſe of their Lives, tis often a 
Secret which is carefully confined within the Nur- 


ſery. 25 

His Majeſty King James the Firſt had the 
Misfortune to be train'd up to Fear from his In- 
fancy. His Attendants were his Mother's bitter 
Enemies, who, no doubt, in their Converſations, 
repeated continually the dreadful Stories of David 
Rixio's miſerable Death, and of the barbarous Mur- 
der of the Lord Darnly, the King's Father, and 
that in the Hearing of the Infant ; and probably, 
with Threatnings and Aggravations, and wit 
heavy Reflections upon the Queen his Mother, 


ex 08 


rede dO Go tr 


can hardly ſpeak, give great Attention to the Dit- 
courſe Nurſes are too apt to make upon Spirits, 
Apparitions, and Witches, and that they retain an 

d Impreſhon of Fear ſo long as they live. The 
King's Governeſs, and his Tutor a learned Pedant, 
uſed him very roughly and with Haughtineſs, My 
Lady Marr, lays Sir James Melvil in his Memoirs, 
held the King in great Awe, and ſo did Mr, George 
Buchanan — he was @ Stoician, and did not look 
before him, Money was coined in his Name, with 
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frightful Words, Pro me Si Mereo, Si non in me, 
which was as much as to hang continually the Point 


tended with great Troubles and eminent Dangers, 
from the ill Deſigns of the Earl of Bothwell; and at 
laſt his Majeſty had the Affliction, to hear of the 
barbarous eek of his Mother. All which 
unhappy Circumſtances were enough to make him 
hate the very Name of Fighting. After all I am j1 
apt to belicve, that his pacihck "Temper has t 
given 
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given Occaſion to ſay more of him than was literally 
true. 

Let it be how it will, to attribute the King's 
fearful Inclination, to his Mother's Imagination, is 
but a Conjecture, and a Suppoſition; but what is 
certain is, that he was born without any Bruiſe or 
Wounds, which is ſufficient to demonſtrate the lin- 
potency of Imagination, even when it is in its full 
Strength, N 


MARK s and DEFORMITIES without any 
 preceeding IMAGINATION. 


A long Experience, which can never be brought 
into Queſtion, ſhews, that ſome Children are born 
with Marks and Deformities, and yet the Mothers 
never had any Surprize, nor Longing, nor any o- 
= Accident, to be the Occation ot thoſe Marks, 

WE, 

I have ſeen a young Man, who had the Integu- 
ments, immediately above the Sternum, ſo thin, that 
the Blood-Veſſels were, in a Manner, perfectly bare, 
and, by their ſeveral 'Turnings and Complications, 
did repreſent a Bunch of Grapes. His Mother be- 
ing then alive, I defired him to inquire, if ſhe had 
longed for that Fruit, or whether the could give. a 
Reaſon for ſuch an extraordinary Conformation ; 
but I was anſwered in the Negative. | 

I remember to have been ſent for to a Female 
Infant, who had, in Fifteen or Twenty different 
Places of her Body, large Spots, which by their 
Shape and Colour appeared like painted B/ack- 
Cherries. If they. were preſt downwards with the 
Finger they would give Way, but return im- 
mediately to their former State; which made me 


Judge, that they were nothing elſe, but a Dila- 


tation of the Blood Veſſels, 1 was not miſtaken 
| D | tor 
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ſor in a due Time the Skin being grown thicker, and 
the Veſſels having acquired a greater Strength, the 
Marks are now more ſolid, and ſeem to be like 
Strau- herries, having a Mixture of Red and White 
Strokes, ſomewhat raiſed above the Skin. The 
Mother aſſured me, that ſhe never had any Diſor- 
der during her Pregnancy, nor any Deſire of Black 
or Red Cherries. od 

I ſay, the ſame of a Child, who had upon his 
Thigh a Diſcolouration, which the Nurſes were 


pleated to call a Peach, and yet the Mother could 


give no Manner of Account how that came upon 


the Pody of her Son. 2-8 
But tor fear Dr. Turner ſhould ſay, that theſe 
Stories arc of my own Invention, J refer him to 
Dr. Jacchus Bircherodins's Letter to Thomas Bar- 
tholin *, the Subſtance of which is, that in 1662, 
a Child was born in a Village of Hionia, entirely 
perfect in all the Parts of _ Body, except the 
Head, on the back Part of which grew a large 
Excreſcence hanging upon the Neck, in Imitation 


of the Head-cloaths the Gentlewomen of Denmark, 


uſed io wear at that Time; upon the Queſtion put 
to the Mother, whether ſhe bad any ſuch Thing 
in her Mind during her Pregnancy, ſhe did ſolemn- 
ly declare, that fhe had never ſeen in her whole Life 


any ſich Dreſs, nor had the Repreſentation of it in 


her Thonshts, when ſhe was with Child, There are 


ſeveral ſuch Calcs in the faid Letter, upon the fame , 


Subject, | 
Twiſt 


* Cntur. 3, Epiſt. 75. tota, quod ſciret, etate, vis ejus 
generis vidiſſe Muliebrem Mundum, quem infelicis filiole capnt 
referebat, nec utero infanſto gravidam ejus Imaginem animo ſe 


councepiſ . 


J 
| 
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T wiſh Authors were ſo equitable, as to imitate 
Dr. Bireherodins's Sincerity, and not to keep us in 
the Dark, as they affect to do; for they make a great 
Notle, it they can ſay never ſo little in Favour. of 
Imagination ; but let the contrary Caſes be never ſo 
many, they hold their Tongues, and are not wil- 
ling to own, that Deformities are the only Work of 
Nature, and the Conſequences of the Laws of Mo- 
tion, which God Almighty has eſtabliſhed 1n this 
World. 

T take this Opportunity to return Thanks to 
Dr. Turner, who, in the moſt generous Manner, 
makes a ſolemn Renunciation to certain Spots, which 
are commonly referred to a /ufus Naturæ, reſerving 
only to Imagination, as her Royal Prerogative, a few 
regular Draughts, which he may keep, with my 
full Conſent, in his Collection, when ever he can 
catch them. You will eaſily, I hope, infer, ſays he, 
that I ſpeak not here of Moles, or the like Sportings 
of Nature, when through ſome exuberant Juice inter- 
cepted in its Excretory Ductus, and lodged on the 
Surface, certain a and irregular Shapes 
are formed; but athers, the exact Draughts and 
Stmilitades of Animals, or their Parts, of Peentables, 
or Things inanimate, which have either terrifiec, or 
have been earneſtly honed after. Def . Þ49 . 95 

Dr. Turner, in theſe few Lines, artly rained 
his Cauſe, it we conſider well the Number, the 
Places, the Colour, the Shape, and Subſtance of 
thoſe Moles, which he does fo much flight. 

The Cauſe of them is not only ſome exuberant 
Juice intercepted in the Excretory Drs, and lodged 
on the Saris. 'tis alſo in the Make of the Skin 
and of the Glands, and Blood-Veſſels. | 

Dr. Turner calls theſe Molecule, the Sporting of 
Nature; now if Nature begins to ſport, docs the 
Gentleman know where it muſt end ? if Nature once 

D 2 beging 


„ 
begins to paint, and to patch, why ſhould ſhe not 
as well put on a Mask, and be in Diſguiſe ? | 

Theſe Molecule are diſperſed in all Parts of the 
Body; they are commonly raiſed above the Surface 
of the Skin, and rooted in the Teguments; they 
vary in Colour, ſome being as red as a Cherry, ſome 
black, others blue, brown, or tawny, in ſhort of all 
Sorts of Colours. Their Shapes are very different, 
ſome round, ſome long, others hanging, irregular, 
and ſcattered. Hair of different Colours and Length 
do very often grow upon them. 

Now I deſire Dr. Turner to anſwer this Queſtion 
calmly, and without e or Equivocation; 
if Nature can make a Mole of half an Tack or an 
Inch broad without Imagination, why not of three 
or tour Inches as catily ? Why muſt Imagination 
have all the regular and exact Reſemblances, and 
Nature the irregular ones ? where is the Abſurdity 
that ſome of theſe Spots be of ſuch a Colour as to 
imitate a Plumb-Cake, or the Pebble-ftones of St. L- 


nifred's Well, or counterfeit a Cherry, or another 
Fruit, a Rind of Bacon, &c. 


An ESTiMATE of the Proportion Max xs 


and Dx r 1TIES do bear to the 
Number py 22 | 


ren. 


So far as this, Experience is certainly againſt the 
current Opinion; but before I proceed any farther, 
tis neceſſary to examine the Proportion, Marks 
_ Deformities do bear to the Number of Chil- 
ren. ; II. 

There are born every Vear, within the Bills o 
Mortality, no leſs than five and twenty Thouſand 
Children, ſo that in twenty Vears, their Number 
amounts to five hundred thouſands. 


Pray, 


( 21 ) 

Pray, how many Monfters have we ſeen during 
that Time? Are not Authors, who write upon 
that Subject, obliged to ſearch for them in old An- 
tiquity, or in remote Places, where they are Stran- 
gers, and to take the Stories upon Truſt? 

Monfters being ſo ſcarce, 1s it not a Piece of 
great Preſumption, to charge Imagination as the 
Cauſe of them, and even to plead Experience in 
Facts, which are heard of but once or twice in an 
Age, and of which we have no near Witneſſes ? 

Deformities, as a Hair-Lip, a Deficiency in a 

Limb, Ec. are not quite ſo 33 ; but yet they 
N very common, and hardly one in two Thou- 
ſands. 
Marks are in a vaſt Number ; but Moles not be- 
ing taken Notice of, we ſpeak here only of ſuch 
Spots as are reputed to be worthy of a Name of 
Diſtinction, ſuch as Dr. Turner thinks fit to call an 
exact Similitude or Reſemblance. 

To ſhew my Moderation, I am very willing to 
ſuppoſe, that there may be of theſe Diſcolourations 
One in five hundred Children; ſo the Account in 
a hundred thouſand Children comes to this, 


Deformities 50 


In all—————-— 300 


2, J believe that, of a hundred thouſand preg- - 
nant Women, there are at leaſt five and twenty 
thouſand of them, who have been expoſed to the 
Danger and Fury of Imagination, and yet there 
are but three hundred Children ſtampt with any 
Tokens upon their Bodies; ſo that in general, there 
18 24700 to 300 againſt Imagination, 


3. But 
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( 32 ) 


3. But as I have proved before, that there ax 


Marks and Deformities without any preceeding Ina. 


gination, I may very lawtully ſay, that a great man 
of theſe 300 Children, at leaf one half of thaw at 
in that Caſe; ſo that now upon this ſecond Sup: 


_ poſition, there is 248 50 5 1.50 againſt Imagination, 


WE TRE A TRE AIR RE 
C HAP. IV. 


Mak ks and DEFORMITIESI 
pretended to be ſubſequent | 
IMAGINATION, 


Now come to the third Caſe, where a hundred 

and fifty Children of the laſt Calculation, are 
ſuppoſed to have ſome Marks or Deformities ſub- 
ſequent to Imagination. | 

Pur upon that Number, I demand a very large 
Diſcount or Abatement. 1. For the Credulity of 
Witneſſes, 2. For Cheats. 3. Miſrepreſentations. 
4. Falſe and ridiculous Stories. 5. Accidents 
before, and at the Birth. 6. For Caſualties and 
Contingencies. 7. And wo, For Dr. Turner's 
Twefth Chapter, upon which I expect a great 
Allowance. 5 | | 

I hope, when theſe ſeveral Deductions are made, 
the Imaginationiſts —_ reduced very low, and in 
a Strait, will not think fit to defend: their Cauſe 
any longer. 


15 Theſe 
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1. Theſe Reports 80 through the Hands of cre- 
whi 


dulous People, take Things eaſil _ 
Truſt, and never examine, nor confront the Wit- 
neſſes; whereas, tis neceflary to enter into ſeveral 


Particulars relating to the Integrity and Veracity of 


the Mother, to the Truth of preceeding Imagina- 
tion well atteſted and proved; and laſtly, to the 


Reality of the Marks or Deformities. 


2, Some of them are often the Effects of Impu- 


E dence, and of the moſt villainous Barbarity. Cruel 

Parents have no Pity nor Mercy on the innocent 

Babes; cutting, and ſlicing, and disfiguring of 

chem with the greateſt Inhumanity, to move there» 

by the Charity and Benevolence of others, and live 
a lazy and indolent Lite. 


To be plentifully provided for, without the 


Trouble of Working, is a great Temptation; be- 
Wlides, every Body knows how ingenious Neceſſity 
Wis, and how far it will carry Mendicants to the 


greateſt Exceſs. 7 
To be 8 how much we - ought to be 
jealous of theſe People, tis enough to read the 


ITreatiſe Ambroſe Parey has left us, of the Frauds 


of Beggars in his Time; and to conſider the Caſe 


related by Hildanus, Cent. 3. 18. 


A Child, about 18 Months old (ſays he,) was ſhewn 
at Paris in 1593. for Money ; his Head appeared 
to be of a prodigious Bigneſs *; but at laſt it was 
diſcovered that the Swelling was artificial, and that 


with Wind to a great Extenſion ; they were hang- 
ed for it. If the Woman of Godliman in Surry had 


not 


Abo ve an Ell of Cologn as be calls it. 
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his Parents had made a ſinall Hole in the Skin, thro* © 
which, by the help of a Pipe, they filled the Part 
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not been detected in her Roguery, what a noble 
Figure had ſhe made in Hiſtory ? | 


3. A great many of theſe Stories are filly and 
ridiculous, and carry their Condemnation along 
with them, ſuch is that of Aldrovandus, who re- 
lates, that a Woman in Sicily obſerving a Lobſter 
taken up by a Fiſherman, and being moved by ay 
earneſt Longing, for it, brought forth together with 
tribe Birth, a 5 ſter altogether like what ſbe had 
ſeen and longed for. 
_ alſo is the Caſe mentioned by John Swam- 
dam, in his Book Uteri muliebris Fabrica, A 
certain Woman at Utrccht, being with Child, was 
frighted with the Sight of a Negroe, and appre- 
hended to be delivered of a perfect Black; but 
at laſt recollecting her ſelf, ſhe made Uſe of a 
ſecond Imagination to prevent the Danger from the 
firſt; tor ſhe waſhed her ſelf from Head to Foot 
with hot Water, to. clear the Child from Blackneſs, 
The Time of her Delivery being come, the Child 
was born with all his Teeth, and appeared per- 
fectly white, except thoſe Places, the hot Water 
did not reach in the Body of the Mother, as the 
Interſtices of the Fingers and =which ſtill re- 
tained ſome Sign of Blackneſs. 
We have in Blegny * that a Child was born in 
Normandy, with Horns upon his Head, and cloven 


Feet, and that he proved afterwards to be a Man 


of extraordinary Senſe and Judgement ; the Occa- 
hon of that Misfortune was, that his Father having 
A ge a Satyr upon the Stage, had the Know- 
ledge of his Wife in that ridiculous Dreſs. But 
the Author does not think fit to tell the Name of 
the Family, nor the Place, nor the Time. 


* 7,zGdiacus Mart. 1682, 
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One would think, that thoſe Story-mongers 
have nothing in View, but to try the Credulity 
of good People, or to ridicule, and diſgrace 


| humane Nature, and affroat the Wiſdom of our 


Maker. 


4 When there is accidentally any Diſcolora- 


tion, or any Irregularity on the Body of the Child, 


Imagination 18 generally pleaded aiter the Birth, 
though no mention was made of it, at any Lime 
before ; then the Mother's Memory 1s put to the 
Rack to make her confeſs, that the longed for this, 
or for that, or fhe had the Sight of fome dreadful 
Objects. She is eaſily led to reter it to the Strength 
of Inagination, tearing to appear Singular in her 
Productions, and not be on the ſame Level with 
the reſt of her Sex. 


Some Children ate born with large and con- 
fiderable Wounds, which, according to Cuftom, 
are reported to have been made without any im- 
mediate Application of an Inſtrument to bruite, 
Fivide, and ilacerate; but only by the Fancy and 
Imagination of the Mother, at the tight ot ſome 
dreadful Object. But 'tis eaſy to perceive, that 
thefe Reports are often raiſed to palliatz and excuſe 
the Faults and Accidents that happen in the De- 
livery, We have two ſuch Caſes in Fabricius Hilda- 


nus upon the Faith of Ladovicus Hornicæus a Vhyl- 


clan of Frankfort *. A Woman having been frigbted 
— = —. wh. 


= of * 
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* Nuper matrena quædam, exploſa bombarda perterrefatta, 
cum prægnans eſt, bac in urbe Infantulum peperit, plagam in 
dorſo habentem, non aliter formatam, ac fi a glinde tormen- 
taria inflicta fuiſſet nn [20 quid de tempore impreſſe Jy 

| 4 


Les 
with the firing of a Gun, was delivered of a Chill 
with a Wound in the Back, of the ſams Shape, as 
if it had been done with a Muſquet Shot, ————. 
A Cooper's Wife having been preſent at the killing of 
a Hog, was brought to Bed of a Child, whoſe En. 
trails hanged out of the Abdomen. | 

But two greateſt Difficulties preſent themſelves, 
which make good Dr. Hornicæus, who is for Ima- 
gination, Sweat, and which indeed are unanſwerable. 


1. How are theſe Wounds made? Let Imagi- 
nation be never ſo much arbitrary and tyrannical, 
ret it muſt make Uſe of ſome Means to execute its 
Wil and Pleaſure, and of ſome bodily Force upon 
the Fleſh of the Child. Let the Blood and Spi- 
rits be in never ſo great a Hurry, they can't do 
the Office of a Musket Ball, of a Hammer, or of a 
Knife: And what Neceſlity is there to alledge 


chimerical Cauſes, when there are Fingers, and 
Nails, or other Tools near at Hand ? 


2, 'The ſecond Difficulty is, when were theſe 
Wounds made ? If you fay, in the Birth, in Parti, 
'tis what I grant, and it was the Opinion of 
many in Hildanus's Time. If you ſay in Articulo 
Terroris, in the very Inſtant of the Fright, how 
can you ſuppoſe that the Child can live long after 
lo great an Effuſion of Blood; or, Why is it 
Juſt to charge the Mother with the Miſdemeanors 
of other People ? „ 


flage, num imaginatio matris eam in terroris articulo (id quod 
go ſentio) an vero tempore excluſionis demum & partus quod | 
alij malunt, cum alias propter inevitabilem Sangum:s affluxionem 
fetus vious lucem aſpicere non potuiſſet, ferui mpreſſerit ? 
Ibid. Non ita pridem uxor vietoris, paulo poſtquam porcum 
matare videſſer, Infantulum enixa eſt, cujus inftmi ventris partes 


Fare abdomm propendebant. | Hildan. Cent. 6. Obſ 65. 


& #5 } 


3. STor1ts of Imagnation are very ſeldom im- 


partially repreſented. Some People's Fancy often 
ſtrives to go beyond the Mother's Imagination, 


and to ſupply, with great Prodigality, what's 
wanting to * and finiſh the — Plus 


vident, quam quod vident. 

Father Malebranche ſeems to have fallen into 
this Miſtake. He has publiſhed two Stories rela- 
ting to the Strength of Imagination, with ſuch an 
Air of Aſſurance, that he has impoſed upon the 
Credulity of his Readers; but it they are well 
examined, tis eaſy to judge, that he has not made 
a true and fair Report. 


The firſt Story is about a Woman looking upon 
| ** Picture of a Popiſb Saint, Recherche de là verite. 
| . 
Not os a Year ago, ſays he, a Woman having 
conſidered, with too great Application, the Picture 
of St, Pius, had a Child 2 reſembling the Re- 
preſentation of that Saint. The Child had the Look 
of an old Man, as much as tis poſſible, without a 
Beard ; his Arms were croſſed upon the Breaft, his 
Hes turned towards Heaven, his Forehead ſmall, 
becauſe the Image of St. Pius being raiſed towards the 


Ceiling of the Church, and = to Heaven, he had 
0 


almoft no Forehead, He had a ſort of inverted Mitre 
upon the Shoulders, with ſeveral round Marks, where 
Mitres are covered with Stones. In ſhort, this Child 
was like the Picture, by which the Mother had 
formed him, through the Strength of her Imagination, 
Is what all Paris may have ſen as well as I, ſiuce 
it has been for @ Jong Time preſerved in Spirits of 


Wine, There's nothing in all this, but meer Enthu- 


liaſm and Bigotry, 
E 2 Pray 
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a Book, where he gives Rules to enquire after Truth, 


(7378) 


Pray conſider how Father Malebranche, even in 


does readily give Credit to the Woman's Account, 
about the Contemplation of the Image, upon her 
bare Word, when it was her Intereſt to deceive, 
Take Notice how boldly he gives the Name of 
an ' Inverted Mitre to ſome few Diſcolorations, 
without entring into Particulars, to make us judge 


better of the Pact. BET TH] 

I believe, had not the Woman been ſo cunning, Me 
as to wheedle the Bigots into her Intereſt, for the plc 
Honour of St. Pixs, the Child had never been ta- lem 
ken Notice of. For, 1. Every Body knows, that WW iat 
in the Agony and Struggle of Death, the Limbs mit 
take ſeveral odd Poſitions; and the Eyes being in int. 
Convulſions, are yy often turned upwards, W thi 


2, That {mall Bodies kept in Spirits of Wine will MW the 
appear lank and wrinkled. 3, The Decay of the 

Cerebrum will cauſe 2 Depreſſion of the Bones, and 8 
make the Forchcad appear ſhorter. 4. When the wh 
Limbs of a dead Body are ftitt; tis eaſy to molliſy chi 
them with warm Water, and to put them after. int 
wards into any remaining Poſture, by the Help of Fi. 
a ſtrong Ligature, 5. And who knows but the 


very Piſcolorations upon the Shoulders, which 1 
Father Mzalebranche does not deicribe, were arti- 
ficial, the Fraud not being diſcovered by ignorant ces 
or credulous Spectators, who came with an implicit vie 
Faith, How many People who travel into the P 
Holy Land, and other Parts of the Levant, have E. 
the Arms of Jeraſalem wrought into their Fleſh; th 
and how caſy is it to do the ſame upon a dead W; 
Corps? | Wi 
We cannot be too much upon our guard againſt br 
Cheats and Impoſters. I remember that about 
3o Yer 8 ago, I faw, at a Muſick Houſe, in Upper- ex 
Acor/icids, a young Lad, who had in one Eye, F 
8. Lad, a | 


round 
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round the Breadth of the Iris, the Word Elohim 


in Hebrew Characters, and on the other Eye, and 
on the like Place, Deus. I was at firſt ſomewhat 
ſurprized ; but there being a vaſt Croud of People, 
J had no Time to make a thorough Enquiry ; 
nor did I think fit to do it then, for tear of a Mob, 
in favour of the Cheat, of which I had a great 
Suſpicion ; for though all the Letters were legible 
and tolerably well framed, yet the Aleph and the 
Mem in Elohim, and the & in Deus were not com- 

leat· I was then told, that there had been a ſo- 
2008 Deputation from the . to enquire 
into the Pedigree of this young Lad, in hopes he 
might prove the Mes Hut afterwards I was 
intormed, that the Deceit was managed by two 
thin Pieces of painted Glaſs, commonly known by 
the Name of ANTI ICI AI Eres. 


I come now to F. Malebranche's ſecond Story, 
which has made a great Noiſe in the World, 
chiefly upon his Recommendation. Pl tranſlate it 
_ Engliſb from his own Words with the greateſt 

idelity. | 

: na or eight Years ago, was ſeen in the Hoſpital 
1 Incurables, a youns Man, who cvas bor an 

iot, and wheſe Body was broken, in the ſame Pla- 
ces where Malifafors are broke; he has lived near 
20 Nears in that Condition, and has been ſeen by ſeveral 
Perſons, The late Queen Mother, in viſiting that 
Honſe, had the Curioſity to ſee him, and even to touch 
the Arms and Legs of that young Man, where they 
Were broke The Cauſe of that ſad Misfortune 
was, that his Mother hearing a Criminal was to be 
broke, went to ſee the Execution, 

Father Malebranche proceeds in good Earneſt, to 
explain this ſtrange and unaccountable Accident, 
Children ſays he, ſte what their Mothers ſee, they 

| = bear 
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bear the ſame Cries, they receive the ſame Impreſſions 
of the Objects, and are moved by the ot Paſſions 
| All the Blows given to the Malefactor did 
violently firike the Mother's Imagination, and, by a 
Counter-blow, the tender and ſoft Brain of the Chili 
The Fibres of the Child's Brain, not being able to 
2 the Torrent of the Spirits, were broker. : That's 
the 


Reaſon why he came into the World without 
Underſtanding —— The violent Courſe of the Mother's 
animal Spirits, went, with Force from her Brains, 
to the ſeveral Parts of her Body which anſwered to 
the Parts of the Malefa&tor. *Twas the ſame in the 
Child, — but becauſe the Bones of the Mother were 
capable to reſift the Violence of the Spirits, they 
Were not wounded Perhaps ſt e did not feel the - 
 teaft Pain but this rapid Stream of the Spirits 
was capable to carry away the ſoft and tender Parts 
of the Bones of the Child — and tis to be obſerved, 
. that, if the Mother had determined the Motion of her 
Spirits towards any other Part of her Body, by a 

ſtrong Titillation, her Child had not had his Bunes 
robe, but that Part, which anſwered to the Part to- 
wards which the Mother determined her Spirits, had 
been ſorely wounded, as I have ſaid already. 


J think it had been better for Father Malebranche 
to have been certain of the matter of F act, be- 
jore he had ſpent himſelf in ſuch Romantic Rea: 
ſons, ſo contrary to Anatomy, as [ll ſhew atter- 
wards. 


ö 


1. Father 


com, 


9 


* Father Malebranche's Receipt to avoid the Danger of Ima- 
oination. : | 
+ Si cette mere eut determine le mouvement de ſes eſprits vers 
quelgu' autre partie as ſon corps en ſe chatouillant auce force, 
Jon enrant n auroit point eu les pos rom pus, | 


2, 


7 
| 7 
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1. Father Malebranche ſeems to give us this Re- 


lation _ Truſt. He does not ſay, that he 
himſelf had examined the young Man. 


2. Tis true, he makes uſe of the 2 en's Name, 

but what is that to the ** ! Was ſhea 

competent judge? The Teſtimony of an 

honeſt and skilful Bone-ſetter had been of great- 
cr Weight. 2 


3. Who has ever ſeen Fractures, and eſpecially 
ſo many, as theſe were, continue without any 
Callus, for twenty Years? for this is what 
Father Malebranche aſſerts. He lived near 
twenty Years in that Condition. The 2 
had the Curioſity to touch the Arms and the Legs 


7 


where they were broke. Certainly this is too 


great an Impoſition upon our Faith. 


4. In that dreadful Execution, the Criminals 
receive a ſtrong Blow upon the Breaft, to 
ſhorten, if poſſible, their Miſery, If the Ina- 
gination of the Mother had been able to break 


the Arms and Legs of the Child, why did it 


not go further and fracture the Sternum, which 
alone would have prevented the Child's living 
twenty Vears in Pain and Miſery? Was the 


Mother's Inagination leſs merci ful to the Child 


than the Executioner to the Criminal? 


5. That there was, in the Hoſpital of the Incu- 


rables, a young. Man, of whom ſuch a Report 


was, made, or that he might have in his 
Limbs ſome Singularity to countenance the 
Story, I don't pretend to deny; but, as it is 
wblolctely impoſſible, that Fractures ſhould 
remain ſo long, as tweaty Years, without - y 

Ne- 


n 
Re- union or Death, ſo tis very probable, that M . | 
the Lad brought into the World, a Luxation of ff 10 
the Bones of the Carpus and Tarſus, which 16 
might ealily paſs, with ignorant People, for gan 
fuch Fractures as are-uſually made in Crimi. 7 
nals near thoſe Parts, and had given an O the 
portunity to the Mother to frame that idle 
Story, to move People's Charity and Com- con 
paſlion. And afterwards, when the Child vas A 
2 into the Hoſpital, which is maintained 
by accidental and voluntary Contribu- Th 
tions, was it to be expected that the Monks, be 
Who have the Care of the Houſe, would con- 
tradict a Report ſo fuitable to their own In- 
tereſt? as for the Phyſicians and Surgeons, they the 
never attend the Hotpital, but when the Pen- Ori 
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fioners, who are there for Lite, and wWhoſe hig 
Caſe is reputed Deſperate, have an Auditiona! tha 
Diſtemper. abo 

| 1 5 ſeye 
Beſides, it has been obſerved by feveral Authors, x 


of good Reputation, that now and then, Bones WW * [ 
either never had any Solidiry, or they do loſe tha 
It. | | 
Hippocrates, lib. 2. popular. Speaks of a Child, Fox 


which was pcrfect in all the Parts of his Body, and che 
yet without Bones. | EW ſot 
A Male Child was ſeen in Exgland, about 1670, tha 
who had the Articulations ſo looſe, that his Legs, Per. 
Thighs, Hands and Arms could be moved, and int 
turned at Pleaſure like a love. two 
Hollerius, does affirm to have ſeen at Paris, a 2 
Woman, who had no Bones, and whoſe Bo1y was f 
{oft and flexible. Put beit 
| Wt, 

but 

Sir 


* Barthol. af. Afedic. Vol. V. Ob. 165+ 
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| But the following Caſe is very remarkable, Peter 


Siza, aged 32 Years, died at Sedan, January 25, 
1661, after a long Indiſpoſition. His Diſtemper be- 
an by an acute Pain in one of his Heels, which 
y Degrees, and in Time, did reach to the Knees, 
the Thighs, and the Hips. At firſt he was ob- 
liged to make Uſe of Crutches; but at laſt he was 
confined to his Bed, being entirely deprived of the 
Motion of all his Limbs. His Bones became ſoit, 
and e to the Tus. Inſomuch, that his Legs, 
Thighs, and Arms, would take divers Figures, to 
be either ſtraight, crooked, or angular, as they were 
we and PH without any Pain: Laſtly, the 
nes being ſoft, and not able to make any Reſiſtance, 
the Muſcles were eaſily contracted towards their 


Origine. And though the Patient had been of a 
high Stature, yet his Thighs were ſo ſhortened, 
that from the Groin to the Knee, they were not 


above half a Foot long, as it has been meaſured 
ſeveral Times. 


The other Parts did ſhorten in Proportion; and 


a little 'Time before his Death, he was no taller 
than a Child of about three Years old. His Ner- 
zum was ſharp pointed, as the Breait of a lean 


Fowl ; his Head was round like a Ball, and during 


the whole Time he kept his Bed, his Body was 
ſo tender, that he could bear upon it, nothing more 
than a Napkin. In the Beginning of his Diſtem- 
per, his Pains were very ſharp, but very tolerable 
in the two laſt Years: And he loſt his Stomach but 


two Days before he died, and remained all along 


or ſound in his Underſtanding. 2 
This Caſe is atteſted by very creditable Witneſſes, 
being not only taken Notice of by Daniel Protte- 
nius, act. Med. Barthol. Vol. 3. 1674. Obſ. 24. 
but alſo by Dr. Jacob Spon, in his Travels, with 
Sir George Y heeler, tom. 2. P. 381. 

i | 'T his 


r 
This ſhews, that the ſoftneſs of the Bones, or the 
Looſeneſs, and Relaxation of the Ligaments, may 
impoſe upon the Credulity of People, as if the 
Bones were actually broken. 


e LTIR 


. 
The Twelfth Chapter of the Firſt 


Part Dr. Turner's TR EA. 
TISE, De Morbis Cutanets, 
PISSECTED. 


DProdigio/a liquor veterum MEN DACIA. 


TO convince the Reader of the Abſurdity of the 
ſeveral Reports made concerning the Strength 

of the Mother's Imagination upon the Fetus, tis e- 
nough to examine Dr. Turner's Twelfth Chapter, 
Part I. De Morbis cutan. of which, inſtead of a De- 
fence, I wiſh, he had been ſo kind as to print an 
Errata, and ſpare me the Trouble to make it for 


him. 
I i by unregarded the Definition he gives 
of Paſſions, which the more I read, the leis I 


underſtand. What does he mean by the Spirits 
being z:ck/ed, by their Exultation, Uvation, Irra- 


aiation, and their ſad Look and Countenance; and 
by the Purple-ftream ? | 
I don't 


T3 _ 
I don't take Notice of his Contradictions; ſome- 
times Imagination is ſo wonderful, that Dr. Turner 
thinks fit to ſpeak of it with the ſame Ry/pe# and 


Reverence, as of the moſt profound Myflerys of Reli- 


gion, which tis impoſſible to compaſs; but, at a- 


nother Time, he pretends, that Imagination does 


her Work by the Blood and Spirits; afterwards 
he owns that Imagination or Fancy has no direct 
Property in it ſelf, to produce any Effect; tis 
the Appetite firſt excited, which occaſions, or 
brings about the ſame, Imagination, which is in- 


herent in the Soul, knows nothing of it. For the 
_ having often travelled the ſame Tracts or 


"on gia, more ef} _— of the Nerves of the Par 
agum, are under no Direction from the Soul; and 
their Motions are ſuppoſed to be involuntary. 

I take no great Notice of all this, I ſay, I come 
directly to the Examination of ſeveral Caſes, Dr. Tur- 
ner has thought fit to mention in his Twelſth Chap- 
ter, as Proots of his Hypotheſis. | 


HreeocRATES's Opinion. 


Dr. J. The Deſire, ſaith Hip! ocrates, Pregnant 
p. II 3. Women, jp able to mark lhe tender Infant with 
the Thing deſired. | 


Anſ. T have a great Veneration for Hippocrates, 
who, in ſuch are mote —— has been able to 
improve Phyſick, and has tranſmitted to us very 


uſeful Obſervations : But as he was more mo- 


deſt, than to pretend to Infallibility, we ought not 
to receive all his Notions blindly; but with Choice 
and Diſcretion; witneſs the Receipt he gives to 
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Fathers, to get either a Boy or Girl, at 


their Will and Pleaſure “; which Method is 


ſuch, that no Man in this World, I believe, 
though never ſo defirous of male Children, 


would venture. upon ſuch a dangerous Experi- 
ment, | 


However, in the Controverſy in Queſtion, Dr 
Turner does certainly miſrepreſent Hippocrates, That 
great Man has'writ ſeveral Books relating to preg- 
nant Women, and Children in Utero ; but there 1s 


not one jingle Word concerning the Strength of 
the Mother's Imagination upon the. Fatus He 


accounts for Deformities trom other natural Cauſes. 
I own, there are in his Book, de ſuperfœtiione, 
ſome tew Words, which are wrongfully applied 
to this Subject. If a pregnant Woman does long 
for Coals, or for Earth, and does cat them, the Sign 
of them will appear upon the. Head of the Child. 
No doubt, Hippocrates in this Advice, had a 
Mind to deter Women from ſuch unwholſome, 


and „ eK Food; or he means, that the Mo- 


ther's Blood, being tinged by the Blackneſs of the 


Coals, might communicate that Colour to the 


Child. 

Why does he reſtrain his Obſervation to the 
Danger from Coals or from Earth? And what is 
all this to [magination, which is ſuppoſed to be en- 
tirely ſatisfied, and is reported never to play her 
Tricks but when ſhe is diſappointed? 


Lil. de Superf2tatione. Ubi fæmellam generare volet, 
coeat ac dextrum Teſtem obliget, quantum id tolerare 
poterit fed fi Marem generate appetat, fiuiſter teſtis ob- 
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If Dr. Turner was hereafter willing to oblige. the 
publick with a new Edition of Hippocrates, I ad- 
uiſe him to review carefully all the old Greek Ma- 
nuſcripts of that Author, and to find Ways and 
Means to 1 here a plain Negative, F the Woman 


longs, aud does Nor eat, which will make the 
Senſe of the Words directly to his Purpoſe. 


Hns10D's Advice to his Brother. 


Dr. 7. FHeſiod exhorts bis Friends, that they by 
uo Means — about the Work of Generation 
after their Return from a Funeral, | or think- 
ing of any Calamity befallen them; left the 
ſorrowful Idea, they have juſt thought on, be 
tranſmitted to th: Conception, and the tender 
Fetus marked with ſome frightful Character. 


Anſ. ] perceive Dr. Turner does not ſcruple to 
produce 2 Authorities, when he wants true 
| ones ; for all the Words, which I have incloſed 
between the Crotchets, are a mere Fidtion, and 
not to be found in Heſiad. Fiction, not of the 
Gentleman's Contrivance, but of ſome Authors, 
whom he has #lindly, and without any Exami- 
nation, thought fit to copy, in open Defiance 
and Contempt, of * Nurtivs IN VERB A. 


The Words of the Poet, which I tranſlate as 
literally as Decency can permit, are theſe, 


' Waſh your Hands, before you make @ Libation 
40 Jupiter. | 


Don't 


— 
* Words under a certain Picture, 
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Dou't make Water, facing the Sun, nor in an e- 
rect Poſture, nor being naked, nor in a publick 
Place. | The ſame Superſtition is ſtill amongſt the 


Turks. 


Don't come to pay your Reſpe## to the Focus, 
| Hou/ebold-Gods | when you are. polluted by the 
tamiliarity you have had with your Wife, 

| Don't bed your Wife at your Return from à Fu- 
neral; but when you come home from the Feaſt of 
the immortal Gods. 

Waſh your Hands, and ſay your Prayer with Hu- 
mility, before you croſs @ River a foot. 

hat is all this to the Mother's Imagination © Is 
it not plain, that theſe Counſels relate directly to 
the ſuperſtitious Rites of the. Heathen, which 


Heſiod, who appears very ſtrict in his Way, adviſes 


his Brother to obſcrve religiouſly, as he valued the 


Bleſſing of his Gods. 


Venus was a Celeſtial Goddeſs, which had no 
Communication with Pluto, and the infernal Dei- 
ties. Beſides He/iod ſpeaks only to his Brother; 
and Women, I am apt to believe, were never ad- 
mitted to any Funeral, as tis the Cuſtom in ſeveral 
Places beyond Sca at this Time. | 

And is it not, in Eugland, cuſtomary, for preg- 
nant Women, to be Pall-bearers of their Friends 
dead in Child-bed ? I own, this Ceremony not well 


contrived, becauſe that melancholy Sight may ſtrike 
a Terrour in their Minds: But did you ever hear of 


any Child marked with a, Coffin, or Scarfs, or W hite 
Feathers upon ſuch a diſmal Account. 


Stcries of Pictures . 


Dr.T. © St, Jerome, and ſeveral others, take 


P. 113. © Notice, that Women having Children of 


4 2 Co- 


A0. 


Dr. © 


639) | 
4 a Colour different from the Parents, have 
: 4 been acquitted of the Crime of Adultery 
« becauſe the Sages imputed readily ' thoſe 
„ Phenomena to Pictures, which the Mo- 
Athers had been often very intentively - 
“ viewing. 


Heliodorus writes, that Caricles was 

« born white from Ethiopian Parents, the 
Queen her Mother looking often upon the 

N “Picture of Andromeda. | 


Ai. Thoſe Judges were - charitable Peace- 
maker's, yet I hope, when * had a fit Op- 
portunity they ad to the Women, Go, and 
in no more. 


>” - — 3 2 


As for Heliodorus, he was a Biſhop, who 
made it more his Butineſs to write Romances, 
than to preach the Goſpel. He thought, 
this Fable a proper Epiſod to beautify his 
Work. The Story of Andromeda was not 
known in Al hiopid. 


Dionyfiur's Stratagem. 


Dr. 7. Soranus, as St. Auſtin takes Notice, has 
delivered, that the Tyrant Dionyſius, / how- 
ever deformed, and hard favoured himſelf } 
that he might have comely Iſſue, wonld always 
have a beantiful Picture /et/before his Wife 

in the Bed Chamber, that by Strength of 
Fancy, ſhe might conceive that Likeneſs. 


Auf. 


* 


traſt, the Sultan may appear more charming and 
beautiful to his Cancubines. Let there 18 10 
manner of Doubt, but their Children are bon 


(40) 


Anſ. I can hardly believe, that ſo great a Ma 
as St. Auſtin, has ever tranſmitted to Poſteriy, Kin 
ſuch an n/gnificant Story, If the Fact is tru ff is 4 
Dionyſus was a buſy Fool, and went the the 
ſhorteſt Way to be made a Cuckold, in inflidting}ſl pro: 
upon his innocent Wife the Puniſhment de Piet 

analus, and putting her in the moſt eminem i the 
Temptation, to hate his monftrous Carcaſs. Nympiyil ny 
and Graces appear never in a better Luſtr wh 
than when they are intermixed with the BR fror 

reſentation ot rough ' bearded Satyrs with © 
—— and cloven Feet. At this Time, the Turk 
are ſo wiſe, as to place about the Women of the 
Seraglio, ugly and black Eunuchs, that, by a Con 


with a due Colour, ſo long as no Body i; 
admitted into the Palace, but theſe harmleſs Fel 
lows. 4 7 | ; | | 


. Jonn Baerisrt. 


Dr. J. Peter Meſſias reports from M. Damaſc iſ 

pag. That upon the Confines of Piſa, at a Plan 

114. called the Holy Rock, 4 Girl was born al 
over hairy, from the Mother's unhappy rumi- 
flating, and often beholding the <Pifure i 
St. John Baptiſt, hanging by ber Bed /id 
drawn in his hairy Vefture , which Child a 
Montagne relates, was preſented to Ch. K. 9 
Bohemia, The /ike Caſe is taken Notice of ly 
Schenkius and Amb. Parey. 


We 


nf: That a Girl was born all over hairy, ö 5 
poſſible, and that ſhe was preſented 7 ; 
| ng 


1 \ 
| SG) 
King of Bolem may be true, though there 


is 4 great _ from Piſu to Bobemia But 
the grand Queftion is, whether the Hair was 


roduced' by the Mother's Contemplation of the 
D n 
the Truth of 2 Story, that paſſes through ſo ma- 
ny Hands; Montague has it from Peler Meſjjas, 
who received it from M. Damaſc, who heard it 


from whom, I don't know. 
Ne „ enn: _ $ 


Jobn Baptiffis' a Saint of no great Trade a- 
mongſt the KR omaniſis, who never court him 
as an Hnerceſſor; however, I am ſurpriſed, 
that, fo many ingenious Authors had not Stock 
enough of Invention, to furniſh the Child with a 
Leathern-Girdle, and a few Spots, in exact Re- 


ſemblance of Wil- Honey and Locuſts. 


ti it 'f = 1 5 Ae! 
F3 M fi : nn Bi! 


Dr. J. Bartholin ſays, that at Leyden, in the Tear 
ibid. 1638, 4 Woman of the meaner Sort, who lived 
near the Chnrch of St. Peter, was delivered of 
Cid well ſbaßed in every Reſpect, but had 
be Had vf u Cat: Imagination was that, 
wWbieb hall given Occaſion for this Monſter; 
Por being big with Child, ſbe was frigbtened 
enceruingiy 55 a Cat gotten imo her Bed. 5 


Anſ. A flat Noſe, a ſhort Chin, and a few hairy 
Moles, near the Sides of the Child's Mouth, 
were ſufficient to give Countenance to that Re- 


port. 
(8: | 2. 1 


2. I am ba ſorry Dr. Jurner puts me 
der the Neceſſity o 


is taube ſeen in the Cabinet of Georgius Ro- 


on any Thing he. has not ſcen With his on 
Eyes / A 0 % ach 3151 350 


* AA. Medic, 16 7 t. Oh. 26. 


„ FE OS. Wy JD” _ 40 AD 


g- ICQ © 


* 
—-— — — N 


| ti | 
3. However, leſt the Cxr be altogether uſeleſs [1 
to Dr. Turner," I adviſe him to ſend it in Purſuit [il 
of the Rar.“ A Gemtlewoman of Helfſenor, 
fays Bartholin, \was delivered of 4 great. Rat, 1 
which to the great Aftoniſbment of the Aſiſtants, 9 
ran away with great Celerity, and was never ſeen 1 
ae Let the Caſe be how it will, the 
Proverb was made good., | 88 
Parturiunt Montes, Naſcetur ridiculus Mas. 


is 
+. 


If you dare diſpute the Truth of this, Bart holin 
ſeems to take it very ill. ah 
T will not have, ſays he, the undoubted Veracity 
"Women called in Queſtion. Then to make you 
wallow. this unaccountable Story, he wraps it up 

g with another of the ſame Kind. T have it from 

John Naborousky, 2 Gentleman of Poland, and my 

good Friend, that a Woman of that Country, was 
brought to bed of two ſmall Fiſhes without Scales, 
which were no ſooner born, but they ſwam in the 
neighbouring Waters, as naturally as others do. 


N The BEAR. 


Dr. J. Gulielm. Paradin. In his Hiftory of Savoy, 

ibid. declares that a Niece 'of Pope Nich. 3, of 
the Family of the Urſini, had a monſtrous - 

. Birth all over hairy; armed, as it were, 

with Bears Claws, _ of Toes and Lin- 
gers; which ſbe aſcribed to her looking on the 

Picture of that CO every where hung un 

2 7s 
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for their Coat of Arms? 


quod eis condonaret; nam quibuſdam Nobilibus Ro- 


grant them to his Kindred ; for he gave them the 


| leave to make two Remarks. 


— — — — > 


(44 ) 
in the Dwellings of the" ſaid Family, upon 
which his Holinef — ord for deſtroying 
all the Pictures of Bears throughout the City of 
Rome. Lycoſtenes in his: Book of Prodigies, 
ſays, it happened in the firſt Tear of the Pou- 
Fificate of Pops Martin the. Fourth. 


Anſ. When ſhall Dr, Turner have done with 
Pictures? This Story is of the ſame Stamp 
with the laſt but one; and Authors, (as the Rea. 
der may obſerve,) not agreeing about the Time, 
tis not worth the While to inquire, if, foe Hun- 
ared Years ago, a Child was born at. Rome, with 
that: prevendge P ¼mꝶʒm̃̃ . +5 oo $55) 

V hy ſhould the Pope's Niece be frighted ? Was 


* 


ſhe not uſed to the Sight of Bears, being of the | 
Family of the Ur/izi, who had the ſame Auimul i 


2 Nicholas was a voracious Beaſt, who plun- | 
dered the Nobility and Gentry, to enrich his Fami- 
ly: Suos ita amaſſe dicitur, ut aliunde raperet, 


manis caſiella vi. abſtulit, ac ſuis dono dedit. He 
had ſuch Love for his Relations, ſays Plating, 
that he would rob ſome People of their Eftates, ti 


Caſtles he had taken by Force from the Roman Ne 
blemen, So in ſhort, I take this Story to be a 
Paſquinade upon the Ur/ini, intimating that the 
Pope's Mice — a Son new born, who, in Time, 
would prove to be as great a Thief as his Uncle. 
Before I make an End of this Paragraph, I beg 


1. Obſerve the different Names Fancy does 
give to the ſame Subject. A hairy Child ſhall be 


7 048 


s obo Baptiſt, or or a! 
Jo ben of the Spectators . is pleaſed to 


z ! ! 
| declare. e eig „ b 


— — m ²˙A In Ay ona. EPF ——— — . «) ENCE Cn as. 
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th as the Spread Eagle, the 


Jacobus Horflius's S TRA W- 


BERRIES. 


Dr. J. Jacobus Horſtius recites ſeveral Caſes, 
p· lac. wherein he found the. Infant not only variouſly 
Aluſcoloured, but marked with the Reſemblance 
of Strawberries, Cherries, und other Fruits on 


ſeveral Parts of their' Bodies, by Force of 


the Mother's Imagination. 


Anſ. J have nothing to object againſt the Learn - 
ing and Probity of James Horſtius, who was 


Proſeſſor in Phy/ik in the Uni verſity of Helmſlad 


But his Book de Dente Aureo, does not much re- 
commend him, as a judicious and prudent Man. 


In 1593, a Child was carried from Place to Place, 


and ſhewn for Money, having among the Molares 


one Gel Toth. The Matter of Fact appeared ſo 


ccrtain 


— — — —— — 
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certain, that no Body offered to diſpute it: Lean. 


ed Men were only divided about the Cauſe of if 


ſuch an extraordinary Accident, and what it prop. 


noſticated. Jacobus Horftius, immediatey publiſhed 


his. Book de Dente Aureo; in which he pretended, 
that it was partly natural and-. _— miractulous, 
being deſigned to * up the Courage of Chrift. 
jans, who then had War with the Turks.” What 


Relation a Golden Tooth can have to Chriſtians and 


Mahemetans, I cannot underſtand; yet, we have, 
upon the ſame Subject, the Works of Nulandus 
Ingolfleterns, Libavius and others: in ſhort, Books 
upon Books were publiſhed; and the Controverſy, 
for ought I know, had been tranſmitted to our 
Time, and, in Courſe, devolved upon Dr. Turner, 
to detend the Poſſibility and Reality of this Phe. 
nomenon ; if a plain Journeyman S/ver-Smith, con- 
cealed in a Croud of Admrers, had not 1 
edly ſurprized the Mouth of the Child, and diſco- 
vered the Tooth to be nothing elſe but an ordi- 
nary Tooth, to which ſome. Gold Leaves were 
carefully applied to favour the Cheat. 

'T ſubmit to the Reader, whether a Man, who 
is come to the higheſt Pitch of Credulity, be duly 
qualified for a Witneſs, and' whether it had not 
been prudent in Dr. Turner, never to have 
produced Jacobus Horſtius for one of his Vouchers, 


The Cale. 


Dr. 7. Anno Dom. 1610, Whilft (faith our Au- 
P. 114. 2 1 attended on my Prince at Prague, as 
his Phyſician, it fell out that apon the 18th 

of July, there was born a Boy, whoſe Liver, 
teftines, Stomach, Spleen, with great = 


\ 


q 
4 
1 


| 


| ling 
elt 6 
ſor / 


Gregorius . Horflius, who had imbibed his Fa- 
her Jacobus Horftius's Principles, and who conſe- 
Wucntly is not much to be credited. _ : 
Ian very willing to ſuppoſe, ſuch a Child was 
What Gregory Horſtius m 
mire into the Character of the Woman: The moſt 
ſſential Circumſtance of the Fact, viz. the dre//ing 
pf the Calf, &c. is aſſerted to be true upon the 
dare Declaration of the Woman; upon which ſhe 
Pad been entirely filent, had not the Gentleman been 
J officious, as to put it into her Mouth: 

Dr. Turner, by the Help of the Word Extraor- 
PFinary, has thought fit to ſnooth the Relation, be, 


anner, nov d, which makes it doubtful, whether 

be was'frighted; or no. Hildan. Cent. 3. 55. 
What makes her cry? Tf-ſhe had been detained 
Y Souldiers, was it not with another View, than 6 
| c 


1 WL. 
M2 of the Miſentery, hung out all naked below his 
"8 Nav); be lived but 4 few Hours, and then 
wisb Miſery enough, exchanged that Life for 
Hab, which be bad newly begun : If any 
'l demand the Reaſon of ſo monſtrous a Defor- 
"i mity, be ſball find no Other than the Ima- 
dination of the Parent, who being asked by 
] Dr. Mayor and my ſelf, whether haply ſbe 
ny had given ſome Occaſion to ſuch Birth + She 
0 anſwered with Tears, that three Months be- 
{| fore her Deliverly, ' She 'was forced by ſome 
„ Soldiers, to be preſent at the killing of & Calf, 
- | at the Opering of which — 4 an extraordi- 
„a4 Motion in ber ſelf, when ſhe ſaw bow 
? | - the: Batwels came tumbling from the Belly. 
4 | Anſ.”The Author Dr. Turner refers himſelf to, 
| 


Porn at Prague, A + np it does not appear, 
es the leaſt Step to in- 


et an Extraordinary Motion in her ſelf, whereas, 
orftius ſays, quodammodlo Commeta, ſbe was, in a 


6480 
be preſent at the Dreſſing of a Calh in which there is 
nothing offenſive and frightſul, but the actual killing 
of the Animal? And ſince the Child was born alive 
with his Throat whole and emire, the Particulars of 
that Story don't feem to hang well together, 

By the publick Diſſection of the Child, there 
appeared ſeveral Irregularities about the:Umilic, 
ventriculus and Inteflines, which had no Reference 
to the Dreſſing of the Caff. ibid, 

The Fact is placed three Months before the De- 
livery; ſhould not there have been then, in Courſc, 
ſuch an Effuſion of Blood, as to take away in few 
Minutes, the Child's Liſe. 1 

And pray, good Sir, tell me, what Styprick docs 
Imagination make Uſe of, to ſtop an Flemorrhagy, 
when ſhe ripps open, in a furious Manner, the Bo. 
dy of a Child in Utero ? Since there was no loſs 
of Blood, tis very likely, an Impediment in 
the Growth of the Muſcles of the pps [ not 
Imagination | was the true Cauſe of this Deformity: 
For which, I appeal to Horſtius himſelf, who 
owns, that at that Time of (ftation, the Viſcera 
are hardly covered with Skin, vix cute circumaata, 
ibid. K e 


- The young | Ew- © 


Dr. 7. In the ſame City [Prague | and much abuut 
p. 115. the ſame Time, there was the like, if not 4 
greater Miracle of Nature; a Woman was de- 
livered of a Son, who was born with bis 
Foreskin cut and inverted; and this cat 


to paſs through the vehement Imagination f 


the Mather, who three Weeks before ſbe je 
in Travel, had liſtened very ee ty 
weft, 


(49) 


Gueſt in her Houſe, who diſcourſed and exactiy 
deſcribed the Manner of the ſewiſh Circum- 


ciſion, at one of which,” he had that Morning 


been preſent: I was an Eye-Witneſs hereof, being 
brought by Kepler the great Mathematician, 
to bebold and view the Child. 


| An. This ſecond. Story comes from the ſame 
Shop, - viz. from Gregory Horſtius, who makes no 
Scruple to declare peremptorily, and without Proof; 


that the Mother's Imagination was the Cauſe of 


the Child's being circumciſed. 


* 


There is 3 in all theſe Reports, a certain 


prevailing Miſtake, which is to contound the I c8i- 


mony of Marks and Deformities, with the Proots 
of the Mother's Fancy. Who was a Witneſs, that 
the Woman liſtened very attentively to a Gueſt in 
her Houſe, who diſcourſed, and exactly deſcribed 
the Manner of the Jewiſh Circumcifjon f of 


_ 2. Horflius makes à great Noiſe about Nothing; 


tor he owns, that the Preputium was ſlit but parts 


ly, whereas it is entirely cut off in Grcumciſionm. 
3. The Child was never ſhewn to Horſtius 
bur two years, at leaſt, after the pretended Acci- 
dent, when the Circumſtances were eaſily altered 
by the Growth of the Infant, by the frequent Diſ- 
charge of Urine, and eſpecially by the otficiouſneſs 


of Virtwoſos, in their / Examination of the Præa 


putium. 


H J _ 
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The DR VII. 


Dr. J. More remarkable ftill is the Relation of Lu- 
p. 115. dov. Vives, in his Comment upon St. Auſtin's 
City of God, where he mentions a looſe Fellow 
of Brabant, who having perſonated the Devil 
in a Play atted, upon returning home in his 
Pe _ Id . have ” do with 

is Wife, ſaying he w on her a yo 
Devil; the poor Woman * — dia — 
However thereupon, an you: brought forth a 
Child of the ſame diabolical Figure the Man 

was dreſſed in. = 


Anſ. Ludovicus Vives being a religious Man, 
relates this Fact, true or falſe, as an carneſt Ad- 
monition againſt raſh Words and Indecency. 
But, pray, what ſhould fright 7ack-Puddings 
Wife? Was ſhe not uſed, and did ſhe not de- 
light to ſee her Husband in that odd Dreſs, which 
attorded them a comfortable Living ? 


w + 7 


T he three RI NMS. 


Dr. 7. Schenkius tells of a Woman very big, 
P. 11.5, who among other Diſcourſes with her Neigb- 
ours, Mention "being made of her great 

, Helly, ſhe told them that ſbe reckoned about 
the Time of Epiphany, or Feſtival of iht 

 __ 'T hree Kings; upen which the good Women 
» wiſhing ſhe might bring forth Three Kings, 
ſpe merrily an/wered, with all her Heart ; 

| an 
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and accordingly, at the Time, fbe bore Three 
Sens, one of them an Ethiopian, or of a 

ack Colour, as uſually one of thoſe Kings 
is painted, The ſame Relation is confirmed 
by Cornel. Gemma, being ſeen, as he ſays, 
by great Multitudes in the City Ar 
— confirmed as Truth by undoubted Tefti- 


mony. 


a This Story is very proper to be added 
to the Voyages of Captain Lemuei Gulliver, a 
Gentleman reported to be of ſuch a Sincerity, that 
he was never catched in a Lie. | 


Wo UND in the Child's Fore- 
= ' | 


Dr. T. The ſame Perſon reports of another, who 

5. 11.5. near the Time of her Labour, beiug purſued by 

Her Husband with his drawn Sword, threat- 

ning to cut her over the Forehead ; ſbe from 

the Fright not long after fell in Travel, 

brought forth her Infant, baving a large 
Wound on its Forehead, from which ſuch A- 

bundance of Blood flowed, that it could nut 

be flopped, ſo that the Child died preſently. 


Auſ. The Author, who makes this Report, is 
the very fame Cornelius Gemma, who has the 
Impudence to tell us, that the Fable of the Three | 


Kings 18 confirmed as Truth by great Multitudes 
in the City of Lovain, and by undowbted Teſtimony. 
The Evidence of ſuch a Man ought to be rejected | 
with Scorn and Contempt: What a Piece of |} 
Nonſence is this? A Chil having a large Wound | 
| 2 on a 


| C52) 

on its Forchead, does not bleed in Ujero 3 but a 
Joon, as it is Born, ſuch abundance of Blood does 
flow, that it cannot be ftopt, and the Infant dies 
preſently. | „ 


AScoup. 


Dr. J. There liveth among us at Bern in Switſer- 
P. 116, land, ſays, Gul. Fabricius, an honeft Woman, 
who about ten Tears ſince, being great with 
Child, and quarelling with another Woman, 
put her ſelf into ſuch Paſſion, that 2 Was 
unable to contain herſelf ; after which falling 
into Labour ſbe was brought to Bed of 4 
Daughter of a couragious and heroick Mind, 
but her Feet and Hands coutracted, as if 
ready to tight, and her while Body in conti- 
nual Motion, fo that ſhe Walks, as it were, 
dancing, and in a trembling Poſture, after 
the Manner of angry People unable to govern 

their Paſſion. q 


£2nf, A Piece of Hiſtory of very great Impor- 
tance indeed, to oblige a learned Autnor, to print 
a Book in Lefence ot it! I have taken the Trouble 
to enquire, at Bi/ling/zate, into the Probability and 
Poſſibility of the Fact. The good Women have 
gllured me, upon their Honour and Reputation, 
that they never obſerved any ſuch Accident in 
their Lives, though they had pradtiſed-, for 
icveral Years, and even when they were with Child, 
the Art and Myftery of Scolding. They told me 
alſo, that at the Gate no Body is admitted to 
the Freedom by their Mother's Copy; but — 
5 mut 


7 


EP - 
muſt come to it by Servitude, and by being re- 
gularly bred up to the Trade: But, how it A in 
Switzerland, I ſubmit to Dr. Turner. 

After all, Fabricius Hild. Cent. 6. 66. is forced 
to own, that the Woman's ſingular Way of 
Walking, as if ſhe was a Dancing, and in a trem- 
bling Poſture, was with a Deſign to hide the De- 
ſect of one of her Legs, and that ſhe had in a 


| Mannerleft it off: Nec ita ſaltando, et tremendo, uti 


in pueritia fecit; propter verecundiam enim libemter 
Celaret, que tamen Celari non poſſunt, puto clau- 
dicationem, et Contor ſionem pedis ſiniſtri. She con- 
ceals as mutch as ſbe can the Contorſion of her left 
Fot. 1 55 ö | 
Don't you think, that, if Imagination had given 
the Child an extraordinary Volubility of Speech, 
that Faculty had better anſwered to the Mother's 


Kolding, than the Lameneſs of à Foot. 


A CHilD in Fits. | 


q Dr. J. | A young and lufty Woman from the ſame 


p. 116. Author) big with Child, walking the Street 
upon ſome Occaſion, a Perſon juſt by happen. 
ed to fall down in a Fit of an Epilepſy, crying 
out lrangely, and throwing about his Limbs, 
upon which the young Woman was much 

rightened; however at the Expiration, ſafely - 
delivered of a Son, ſoon after he was born ſeized 
with Epileptick Paroxy/ms, which oppoſed all 
our medical Help, and encrea/mg, carried him 
"off before he was Near old. The Cauſe, I doubt 
not, replies that great Man, was the Force 
of rhe Mother's Imagination at the Time of 
the Fright, communicated to the Brain of the 

; 4 Inſant, 
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Infant, in as much as the Parents are ht 
healthy, as alſo their other Children, ani 
never obnoxious to this terrible Diſeaſe, 
Such another Accident, as I remember, be ſpeak; 
of elſewhere, befalling a Woman with 2 

= ber being, to keep in Order an Epilxpti 
uring the Paroxy/m. 

Anſ. You ſee, what Scarcity of Proofs the Imz- 
ginationifts are reduced to, when they ſtoop ſo 
= as to have Recourſe to the Mother's Imagina- 
tion to account for the Fits of two or three Oni 

dren, and pray, how many Thouſand Babes haye 

we, within the Bills of Mortality, afflicted with 
(On, and yet the Mothers never ha@ any 
ſuch Fright during their Pregnancy? 

However, in theſe two Caſes, Dr. Turner goes 

farther than Hildanus, who is not poſitive, but 

willing to leave it to his Friend Horftias to 

determine, Verum Nihil Certi conflituere Conabur, 

videlicet an Imaginatio Matrum in his Infantulis fue- 
rit Cauſe nec ne. | 


Children bors Lam | 


Dr. 7. TheCaſe of a Man born without Arms, ani 

P. 116, living to @ great Age, which was occaſioned 

by his Mother's Surpize at the Sight of a 
Mendicant, in the ſame * y Condition, is 
entered in Cent. 6, Obſ. 666 


Anſ. I beg Leave to repeat Fabricius's own 
Words.“ N bat will you ſay of Thomas Schwikerus, 
a 


* Qui dices de l homa Schwickero Saxo Hallenie, qui ſu- 


ßeriori Seculo, fine braehiis natus fuit, et ad Decre pitam Eta 
: tem 


* 
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4+ Saxon who war born in the laſt Century, and bas 
lived to a very old Age Matthias Quadus writes 
to me, that this Accident happened by the Mother's 


Imagination, in looking upon a Mendicant who had 


no Arms. ; 
And what ſhall I fay to this? But that the Fact 


being of a very old Date, and before the Birth of 
Ouadus, and Hildanus, they have both of then 
in Relation to the Cauſe of the Accident, affirm 
more, than they could honeſtly warrant to be 
"+ 


Dr. J. We have g ſad Inflance at Homo, I mins 
p. 116. in this City | of London,] in a Child of Sir 
| whoſe Lady 427 at the un- 


expected View of a Beggar's Stump- Arm upon 


her Coach Door, being then with Child, was 
after broaght to Bed of a Child, yet hroing, 
and wanting one of bis Hauds. Lhe 


As. J am heartily ſorry for the young Gentle- 
man's Misfortune. God forbid, I ſhould be {6 
wicked as to mock, and ridicule my fellow Crea- 
tures in their Troubles and Afflictions, though 
Dr. Turner in his Defence takes the Liberty to in- 


that 8 8 
The Reality of the Lameneſs is not in Que- 
ſton, tis the Cauſe which is in Diſpute. 
70% Hoc, Ergo Propter Hoc, is the [rag acne 
Sophiſm Dr. Tarner does ſo much rely upon, 
48 


noduce me, more than once, ſpeaking ſaucily upon 
ubjeck. "oY _ 


tem ſupervixit ? De eo ſcribit Matthias Quadus mibi, id 
Propter terrorem, fortemque Imaginationem Maris, cum forte 
<agp pauperem brachiis Or batum viarr. t, acc:diſſe. Hild. 
ent 4 L 6 C. ; 


X03 

as if Inagination was excepted out of the General 
Rule; but arc there no Children born lame, except 
the Mothers. had a Surprize, or the View of any 
lame Perſons; how many Women were ex 955 to 
ſuch an ungrateful Sight, and yet their Chit ren 


are perſect in all their Limbs. ' © .. 
ippocrates knew nothing of the Doctrine of 


. 


Tnagination, for in his Book de Genitura, he does 


furniſh us with quite different Reaſons for theſe 
Deformities. TY | .-* 
Some of his Reaſons are grounded upon the 
Analogy, that 'great Man finds between the Semey 
Animalium, and the Szeds of Vegetables. A Plant will 
never come to its full Perfection, if there be any 
Defe&t in the Seed ; Why ſhould it not be the 
ſame in the Generation of Animals? | 
++. The Radiments of ſome Parts may be deficient in 
the Ovum, or, if they are e they are al⸗ 
terwards, by an 8 in the ſecretory. Veſſels, 
deprived of due | 
they decay and wither, and are caſily, upon a 
Shock, ſeparated from the Body, eſpecially, if 
they are ſmall and hang only by ot Threads. 
ippocrates does allo name violent Accidents, 
as the Cauſe of theſe Mistortunes, I believe, ſays 
he, that the Child is lamed, or bruiſed in Utero by 
the Mother having a Blow, or g Fall, or any other 
„„ ide;; -:....... 1 3 e 
Such was the Opinion of Ambroſe Parey, lib. 
25. C. 12. If any Injury happen to the Woman with 
Child by Reaſon of a Stroak, Fall, or the like, the 
Hurt may extend to the Child, therefore by tbeſe 
Occa/:ons, the tender Bones may be broke, wreited, 
ſtrained, or depraved, after ſome other monſtrous 
Mauer, and alſo by like Violence of ſuch Things, 4 
ein may be broke, and opened, and Flux of Blood, 
| : | of 


| 


ouriſhment, ' and conſequently i 


Q ©S 
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ES. | 
or vomiting cauſed by the vehement Concuſſion of the | 
whole Body. © Te] : 
To which I add, that in ſome particular Oc- 
caſions, the ſudden and violent Motion of the 
s Diaphragm, of the Muſcles of the Abdomen and of 
the Uterus, is fufficient to put the Child in Dan- 
ger of his Life, or to injure it in its temmer Limbs. 1 
Ss After all, though Dr. Turner has mentioned the il 
Story of the, young. Gentleman in his Books, and 
with a great deal of Oſtentation, yet to my very | 
great Surpriſe, he is not able to give a /atis/aFory | 
Account of the Fact,  _— * 
He does not ſeem to have the Relation directly 
from the Gentlewoman her ſelſ, but to receive it, 
at fade Hand, from one of the Family. Defence, k 
ag. 140. 5 ; | | a 
F fie can't tell, how far the Lady was gone in 
her Pregnancy, nor did he think fit to inquire into 
it, as it it was unneceſſary. How far, ſays he ſhe 
had then reckoned, or how long to go at the Iſime 
of the Surpriſe, I never was /o Inqui/itive, as to A | 


a= =S o- 


inform my ſelf. ibid. - 6 

S Yct, was it not, I think, very material to know 
this, and allo ſeveral other Particulars, vis. Whe- 

ther any Broiſe, or Lividity appeared on the Bod 

of the Child : Whether any Scarr, or Mark; 
olf Amputation were perceived upon the Stump ? 
 --—— W hcther the Midwite at the Time of De- 
C livery, or after it, diſcovered any Finger, or Bone, 
or any Part of the Child's Hand ? What 
Proof there be, that a Hand was ever originally 
joined to the Arm? ——— Whether the Lady, 
in her Fright, did fart and hit her Body againſt 
che Side of the Coach, with any Force or Vio- 
lence? —— Whether the Gentlewoman had any 
Fall or Blows, during her Pregnancy, Gc. 


4 When 


1 |. 

11 When Dr. Turner is able to reſolve theſe Queſti- 
i 0 ons, I will then conſider, what further Anſwer to 
| vu | — upon this Subject. . | 
1! As for what he ſays, p. 146, that he has often 
HY heard from- one in the Family, that the Lady, upon | 
1 176 the. Surpriſe by the Beggar with the Stump Arn, 
i 18 told Sir ———— ſbe could not, for a long Time after, if 
| keep the frightful Object from her Mind, and that i 
196 ſbe was therefore fearful ker Child had ſuffered by 
|| Mi! A | | 1 | 
1 Theſe Thoughts eng from the Poiſon of the iſ 
13 Current Opinion, which diſtracts the Mind and 

11 Underftanding of pregnant Women, and fills them 
if with Fear — Apprehenſion: Let my 30 

If prevail, and they will be able to bear thoſe Sights 
{ with Chriſtian Pity and Compaſſion, and without 
| any Concern for themſelves or the Child. | 
f Fabricius . Hildanus's UN DE- 


*-NIABLE Facts. 


The following Articles make a noble Shew in 

Dr. Turner's Chapter; for the Reputation Fabricius 

Hildanus has acquired, and which he did juſtly i 
deſerve for his Skill, and happy Succeſs in Surgery, i 
gives a Varniſh to all his Notions. = | 

I am ſurpriſed, Dr. Turner, who is fo verbous 

in all his Relations, has not thought fit, to print ? 

Length, the ſeveral Cafes hereafter to be mentioned. 

Has he not done it, out of Prudence, to conceal i 

from the Reader their Incoherence, Abſurdity, and | 

: Falſchood ? = 

I take Notice, that moſt of the Facts, which 

are to be related, are inſerted in Letters, 3 | 

rom 
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„ 3 
from Ereg. Horſtius to Hildanus, or from Hildanus 
to Greg. Horſfius. This laſt Gentleman, it ſeems, 
being engaged, at that Time, in ſome private 
Diſputes, relating to Imagination, upon the Ac- 


count of his Books, Additamenta ad Marcell. Donat. 
— 7 +ſſertatio de Cauſis ſimilitudinis et diſſimilitu- 


dinis in fætu Reſpetu Parentum, and, if I am not 
miſt another, de vita Infantis in Utero; Hor- 


ius, I fay, being engaged in thoſe Diſputes, Fa- 
A Hla 5 4 


anus, out ot Complaiſance to his dear 


Friend, and to aid, affſt, and comfort him, in 


theſe /cholaftical Troubles, does affect in all his 
Letters, to furniſh him with Ammunition in picking 
up, as much as it is in his Power, any Story, true 
or falſe, he can find in his Way, even ſome which 


are of an old Date, as, for Inſtance, one from 7u- 


uus Obſequens, Anno ab urbe Condita 616. 
e being premiſed, I'll hear patiently Dr. 
urner, 855 


Dr. J. 1. Of an Hydrocephalus cantracted by the 
p. II. Mothers Imagination, you have an Example 


Cent. 5. 3. 


Anſ. This is writ to Horſtius But, it appears 
by Fabricius Hildanus's on Narrative, that the 
Mother, during the whole Time of her Pregnan- 
> thay neither any Fright, nor the Sight ot any 

y afflicted with that Bittemper, only ſeveral 


Years before, and when ſhe was a Maid, the lived 


m a Family, where a young Lad was troubled 
with that Indiſpoſition, and the never remembred 
it, till Hildanus officiouſly put the Qyeſtion to her. 
What's all this to the Queffion? | 


Dr. 7. 2. An Infant's Head was pierced quite 
ibid, through by Reaſon of an Affright of the 
Mother. I 2 BB 
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Anſ. This is Gregory Horſtius's Story in his Ad. 
ditame nta. vid. Hild. m 3. # | | 


The Wound is not deſcribed, no doubt with 
a Deſign to keep the Readers in the Dark, 


The Fact as related is, that two Men being a fight- 


ing, one was run through the Body by his Adverſa- 


ry. Now, why is the Child run through the Head, 


and not through the Abdomen, or Thorax? Hor- 


ftius has the Anſwer at his Fingers Ends, if you 


think fit to believe him. Digito Oculorum Palpe. 
bram Petiit, ſhe put her Finger to her Eyc-lid, 
1 take this Opportunit 


my Second Chapter, viz, of a Woman, who aſter a 
dangerous Fracture of the Skull, and a Concuſſion 
of the Brain, was ſafcl brought to Bed of two 
male Children in ſound Health, and no Deformity, 
What was become of Imagination all this Lime? 


Dr. J. 5. The Small Pox was this Way, ¶ Imagi- 
1b. nation communicated | to the Fœtus] Cent, 
4. Z3* | | 


Anſ. Hildauus owns, that the Mother had the 
Small Pox immediately before her Delivery, and 


was in the utmoſt Danger of her Life, Where is 
the Wonder, the Child ſhould get it ? Therc was 


no Neceſſity tor him to call Witnefles to the Truth 


of the Fact. Horſtius, whom he acquaints with 
the Caſe, is not of his Mind. Magis ad ipſius Sau- 
guinis Inſectionem, quam ad Imaginationem Reſpi- 
ciendum, More Regard is to be had to the In- 
tection of the Blood than to Imagination. Cent. 5, 


Als 


Dr, 


to relate from Hilaay, 
Cent. 3. 22. A Caſe, which I ſhould have inſerted in 
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(61) 
„Pr.. 4. 4 noble Virgin was born with a Pro- 
au. lapſus Uteri cr velice | by the Mather s be- 
holding a poor Woman under that Mi sfor- 
1 — K : 


41, This laſt Particular, Fabricius Hildanus 
hgeard it ſeveral Years after the Birth of the Child, 
and docs not ſeem to have it dire#ly from her Mo- | 
ther, of which he makes no mention. | 


Dr. 7. 5. 4 Child was born with the Leg broken 

3. or diſtorted by the Mother's looking on a Cru- 

| cifix, and viewing the broken Limbs of one 

f the Malefactors on the Side of our Saviour. 
Cent. 3. 56. | 


Auſ. T wiſh the Story was true, to Cure if poſſi- 
ble, the Romanifts of their Idolatry. But after all, 
this is a mere Fiction, at leaſt as it is applied to 
Imagination, 1. The Word | broken | is of Dr. Tur- 
ners Addition. 2. There was no Hound on the 
Body of the Child. 3. One of the Legs was at- 

tenuated, drawn up without a Retula, and much 
Wy ſorter than the other; beſides the Foot of that 
Jide was diſtorted. Now, what Similitude is there 
between the Wounds of the Malefactors, and the 
1 of that Child? | 


as I could give ſeveral other Inſtanccs of the unac- 
th countable Partiality of Hildanus, and that he had 
th nothing in View, but to pleaſe Gregory Horftius, 
1— who did always ſwallow very greedily thoſe Stories 
1 in Favour of his beloved Syſfem, but this is ſuffi- 
n- cient for the preſent, | 

5. 


. 


,” ' 
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GRrRENADIER. 


Dr. 7. Philippus Meurs, Apoſtolical Protonotary 
p. IIy. and . — of Sr. * of Lovain, à raverend 
ancient Man | ut tria viderit ſecula] affirms 
unto me, * and ſeveral others, ſays our Author, 
thap he had a Siſter compleat in the reſt of ber 
Boah, but withont a Head Inflead of which, 
Was joined to her Neck a Shell Fiſh, in the 
likeneſs of a Sea-Muſcle, ad ' Similitudinen 
Muli] made up of two Shells, which ſhutand 
opened: and 12 from a Spoon, ſhe 
took her Nouriſhment : and this he ſaid was 
occaſioned, for that the Mother with Child 
with her, had a firong Defire after ſome 
Meſcles ſhe beheld in he Market, but could 
not procure at that Inflayt. This Sifler of 
his lived in this monftrous Condition to 
be Eleven Years old, and died then by Ae. 
cident, happening angrily and very flrongly to 
bite the Spoon they fed her with, and break 
ing the Shells, died quickly after be kejt 
diverſe of her Pictures in his Chamber, which 
ſays Fienus, the whole World has ſeen, being 
more particularly famous, and well known 1 

all in the City of Lovain. 


Anſ. Who ever heard the like ? A Muſcle fel 
with a Spoon Credat Judzus Apella, non ego. 


Dr. Turner, who does not love to be contradicted, 
and who expects an implicit Faith from his W 
8 29 | takes 


— 


* In: Fienus de viribus Imaginationis. 
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6 "if | 
it as a very great Affront, that I prefume 
* with Slight and Contempt, of Re moſt 


aal Monſter in his Collection. | 
This, ſays he, however aftoniſbing . has 


nothing incredible, notwithſtanding your Ludicrous 


Interrogatory for ſince the Birth, in other 
Reſpelts was perſect, aud the Organs for Refpira» 
tion and Nutrition 7: gÞt ly 410 Poſed. ſince there was 
a Paſſage, however preternatural, and ſurpri j 
on 


for conveying Nouriſhment to the jams, what 


binder this monſtrous Birth from growing up to be 
eleven Tears of Age as the Author reports © Or how 
is it likely {0 ſtupendous an Accident, which doubt- 
leſs mut alarm the whole Country, the whole 
World, which {in 4 metaphorical Senſe ) be ſays 
bad ſeen the ſame ;, but doubtleſs the Curioſity of ma- 
ny Thouſands = lead them to be Spectators 7 5 

How, I ſay, is it ſo much as 
poſſible, the ſame at laft, ſhould prove vo other than 


a Lying Tale, raiſed by the ſaid Meurs, (which 


might have been ſo eaſily detected umb no other 
View than to impoſe upon Fienus. | 

Dr. Turner ſpeaks with great Vehemence ; I am 
afraid, he'll put himſelf out of Breath in a ſhort 
Time. But let him have his Humour. 


He adds, I have ſeen an Infant born with a fleſby, 
er rather cartilaginous Excreſence, fan _ ſby, 


like the Cap 4 Grenadier, || the lower Part . 


ng 


* Defence page 103. | 

| Q. Ioftead of a Grenadier*s Cap was it not the Head 
of Dominique? Mas not the Child got in the Town-Manſion- 
Houſe of Luciter, upon the She-Devil, the deſtroying- 


Angel, by the young Squire at bis Return from the Syna ogue 
of Satan ? Diſcourſe of Gleets, p. 1 I 22 
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ing over the Eyes and Ears, which were in a Ma. 
ner hidden thereby; underneath was 4 Perforation 
like a Mouth, by which there was 4 Paſſage to thy 
Sromach ; it came into the World alive, but died pre- 
ſently after, and, to avoid Reproach, was inſtant! y 
inbum d. | could farther acquaint you with the Mz. 
#ber's Relation, how the ſame had befallen her; hut 
I think it not convenient So that you have free 
Liberty to cry, Ha, ha, he, who ever ſaw a Grena- 
dier's Cap fed with @ Spoon? Credat Quis? non 
Ego. 5 8 | 
I thank Dr. Turner for the Liberty he gives 
me to Laugh, or to Cry, but, at this preſent Time, 


I am not inclined to it, ſo much affraid I am, the 
Petty Grenadier cannot paſs Muſter. T1 


1. What ftrange, and unaccountable Argument 

is this? A Child is born with à Grenadicr's Cap, 
and the pretended Cauſe induſtrioutly concealed, the 
Babe had no Time to receive any Nourifbmen, for 
it dyed preſently, and is inſtantly inbum' d. Ergo, 
There's uo Abſurdity to ſay, that a Muicle was ted 
with à Spoon eleven Years. 


— TO 2 TR CENT == a 


9— 


2. But not to keep the Reader in Suſpence any 
longer, I appeal to Fienus himſelf, the only 
Publiſher of that prodigious Story, to determine 
whether it be true, or falſe; let him be the Umpire; 
does he not in the 224 Queſt. ſay po/itively that 
Meurs did very ſeldom ſpeak a Word of Truth! 
*I don't believe the Story, ſays Fienus very roundly, 

| for 


* Dico me non Credere, Quia tnim ipſe erat ſenex, et Hijtoria 
erat vetuſta, ob cujus vetujlatem non poterat facile ab aliqu0 
redaigut, aaeo tum in illa, tum in aliis, quas aliquando com- 
memorabat, ſebe erat valde inſelrx, Conijcienao veruarem, 
Deus Sit anime ejus Prof itius. | 


| LS. 


». if | Fs 
FP. Mcurs was very old, and the Tad of ſo lon 
Waking, that no Body could convict him of 8 
In ſport, in this Caſe, and in all others, which be 
would, now and-then relate, be was not ſo happy, 
as to hit upon the Truth; the Lord have Mercy upon 
bis Soul. Theſe laſt Words ſeem to intimate, as if 
Meurs was a great Sinner. 5 I 


3. I take, the Liberty, to adviſe Dr. Turner, if | 
he does hereafter think fit to ſtand up for an Ad- | 
vocate, to take a ſpecial Care to read his Brief 

T noRovGHLY, and not to call Witneſſes, whole 


ie faithful Teſtimony muſt incvitably ruin his Cauſe. - 
he 4 RS os | | 
„Cox juxcrrioN of Children.” 
p. Dr. J. The Caſe of Sebaſtian Munſter of the two 
he 2.117. Children born, growing together by the Fore- 
for heads, occaſioned by a Perſon coming -bebind 
0 the Mother, aud another Woman at unawares, 
ed and wantonly ftriking their Heads together, 
ſeemeth the leſs rare to us, who have ſeen here 
| in London, within theſe few Tears, two Girls 
ny brought out of Germany miſerably complicate 
uy or conjoined about the Loyns and Buttocks, - 
ne with one common Anus and Pudendum. 
es 5 


nat Anſ. The Queſtion is not, whether there were 
h? ever any ſuch Children, as Sebaſtian Munſter does 
ly, mention, but how they came to be ſo. 

for Hents is of Opinion, that the Conjunction was a 


Caſualty, and not the Effect of Imagination.“ Caſt 
et non virtute Imaginationis. 


K | 'That 


* Queſt. 22. 


1 
14 


r _— 


= 2 „ 2 ů Era 
= = ” 5 
* SS 
1 % - by 
a — _— 


( 66 ) 


That ridiculous Circumſtance of ſome Bodyeo. 
ming behind the Women, and ſtriking their Heads, 
ſeems to have been added to the original Story. 


For Ambroſe Parey, who ſpeaks of the Girls, 


takes no Notice of it, and attributes that Defor. 
mity to a quite different Cauſe than Imagination, 
And why ſhould the Foreheads of the Infants, upon 
the Account of that Stroak, adhere to one ano- 
ther more firmly than that of their Mother to her 
Neighbogr's? | | 


2. As for the two young Girls, which were in 
London, about Twenty-one Years ago, I don't 
know, upon what Account Dr. Turner brings them 
upon the Stage, ſince the Mother's Imagination 
of the Conjun#icn. 

But fince, I am upon that Subject, I hope the 
Reader wi ive me this ſmall Digreſiion, as 
Part of their Hi _ 

Theſe Girls, Helena and Judith, were born in 
1501, at Ssony, near Comora in Hungary, and made 
their Appearance in London, ja 1708. They were 
Handſome and Witty, and could ſpeak perſectly 
three Languages, vis. Sclavonian, French, and 
German Beſides the Engliſh Tongue they were a 
learning, in June, 1708. 85 85 

Helena was much ſtronger than Judith, and able 


was never alledged by their Keepers, as the Cauſe 


to carry her eaſily upon her Back, in „ 


tait in the Room; otherwiſe they did walk a 

What was the Fate of their other, I can't tell. 

5 _ under their Picture, on a Copper-Plate, theſe 
CTIES. 


Corpora 


— 


: 
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Corpora Binarmm Sic Concrevere Soreruns 
NM. Divine Diffocianda Manu. 

S:ny Patria eft, vicus Comoræ conterminus Arri, 

Qne nunguam Luna paruit Imperis. 
Amplexa eff ulpis Helenam Luciua prierem, 

Horis deinds tribus Nate ſuditha fuit. 
Exitus urine unicus, unicus alvo, | 

Obſervant Numerum Cetera Membra ſuum. 
M/a ad Ignotar tenuis Fortuna Parentum, 

Neu pereat Tante jams [iupenda rei; 
W biteriore latent, Nequeunt abflruſa videri, 
Exiguo Tatum Corpus in ere patit. 


— 


The two ANGELS: 


| Dr.7 In the Miſcellanea Curioſa termed. the Zo- 
. 117. diacus Medicogallicus Aund 1682, there 
1 is a Paſſage giving an Aecount of a Hi r zun- 


dian Woman 's with Child, who being often 
0 intent upon looking up to .the two carved I- 
mages of two Angels, with their Arms and 
£ Legs a-croſs each other, placed in the. Fryars 
/ Church of. that City, had her Imagination 
| fo impreſs hereby, that on the 24th of Au- 
l ft Ie paſt, at the End of her Reckoning, 
fe was delivered of two Girls deprived 4 | 
4 Life, on Account of their. difficult Births, wit 
pl | their Bodies joined | and croſſing each other! 
n | er the Manner of the Image ſbe had fo wiſh= 
= - ulty beheld, : 


Ss 4. Dr. Turner does not make a true and fair 
© Repreſentation of the Caſe. The Matter of Fact 
s, that two Girls were born, compleat in all their 
2 : 
" "ER Limbs, 
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Limbs, except that, Part of the Thorax, and the 
Abdomen in both made but one and entire Trunk, | 
The Similitude with the Picture did not confi 
in that Union; for, beſides two noble Pairs of 
Wings, the carved Angels had their Bodies diſtinct 
and ſeparate. The Journaliſt thinks fit to place 
the Reſemblance only in the Face of one of the Girls, 
which Face, ſays he, was like that of the Angel, 
the Mother had looked upon; Illarum altera vultu 
omnino referebat faciem alterius Augelorum, quem 
Mater attente in Tabella conſpexerat. A great 
Wonder indeed |! as if thoſe ſmall carved Angels 
were not commonly repreſented with the Face and 
Look of a Child, = - 

As for their-Bodies crof/ing each other, after the 
Manner of the Image the Woman had ſo wiſhfully bi- 
held, *tis an Addition of Dr. Turner, or a Commen- 
zary upon the original Author, to embelliſh the 
Story, and make it ſerve his Purpoſe. Unus L. 
trique Error, ſed variis illudit partibus. 


Parey's FR OG. 


Dr. J. Amb. Parey gives us to underſtand, that 
P. 118. zn the Year 1517, a Child was born in 2 
Village near Fontainbleau] with the Shape in | 

its Face exactly like that of a Frog, which il 

. was brought to paſs by the Mother's holding Wl | 
that Creature in her Hand, to allay the Heat 

of a Fever about the Time of her Conception. 

| 

{ 


Anſ. Amb. Parey has not thought fit, to give w 

any particular Deſcription of the Features of that 
 Mowjler + But in the laſt Edition of his Book made 
at Paris, after his Death, and in the Engliſ, 
_ | there's 


——{ .- 
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e WE there's a nõble Cut of a Child with the Head of 
a2 Frog, ſo that the Engravers make the Fact as 
plain, as two and two are four, and 5 1 by 
their Pictures, what was wanted in the Relation. 
Pidooribus atque Poetis Quidlibet audendi ſemper fuit 
equa Poteftas. OI OE 8 
The Story appears ſilly, and ridiculous, Parum 
Ridiculum — ſays Fienus; and pray, did 
theſe good Country-Folks keep a Journal of their 
Amel Tranſactiuns, to be 10 8 in their 
Reckoning, and to hit, even at the End of Nine 
Months, upon the very Moment of Conception? 
Could Frogs ſtrike any Terrour in a Woman, 
who, after the Cuſtom of that Country, uſed to make 
a Fricaſſey of them, inſtead of Chickens ? 
| Ambroſe Parey does ſpeak of this Monſter only 
by Hear-/ay, for either he was not yet born in 1517, 
or he was then very young, ſince he dedicates his 
Book of Surgery, to the French King, Henry the 
III, immediately. before the barbarous - Murther 
W of that Prince by a Dominican Fryer, at the Siege 
of Paris in 18g in e, 1 abs,” | 
We have in Parey two or three ſuch Caſes ; but 
none of them of his-own:Knowlcdge. - He relates 
= them as an Hiſtorian, and in ſuch a Way, that 
bat tis cafily perceived, he did not believe Imagina- 
12 ion to 3 been the. Cauſe of theſe Defſormities: 
in For ſpeaking of Marks, which imitate a Cherry, 
ich or any other Fruit, he declares freely his Mind, 
ng. 24. c. 17. Women ſay, that theſe Marks pro- 
at I ceed from the Deſire the Mothers had to eat of 
n. at Food, or that ſome ſuch Things have been flung 


nino their Breaft, or to their Faces, I can hardly 
28 believe it. 


that But though Amb. Parey was no Imaginatiouiſt, 
ade vet, on tother Hand, he was engaged, according to 
% dhe current Opinion of his Time, into a Miſtake e- 
1e | 


qually 
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quall) which is to look upon Monſters and De. 
— be Prophetical, or — of ſome 
dreadful Events. Is the City of Verona, Anno 145; 
fays he, e Girls were bor» joined together in thy 
Back : The ſame Year the Dubs of Burgundy feiz's 
«por Lorrain ; Cracow was burnt, aud the great 
Kingdom of _ divided between Ferdinand, and 
Alphonſe : That Monfler was jolowed by ſever] 
other Accidents, all which it did 2 
Had Amb. Parey lived in our Days, Te ad with- 
out the leaſt Heſitation, decreed and ced, 
that the two Hamgarian Girls forctold the laſt War, 
and the Poſſeſſion of the Spanifb and French Mo- 
narchies, by two Perfons of the fame Family. 

This Opinion appears now to us my oundleß 
and whimſical; but in Parey's Time, ors were 
of another Mind, and plcaded boldly in their Fa- 
vour, Experience, and the very Reaſons that aro 
- given for the Strength of the Mother's Imagination 
7 og the Fatus ; that is, Poft hoc, Erga Propter 


If you ask, what did theſe Diuiners fay for 
themſelves, when — 1 were not followed by 
any remarkable Diſaſter ? I anfwer, they did, as 
our preſent Imagiuationiſts do, who make a great 
Noiſe, when there 1s kaſt Colour to counte- 


nance their Suppeſſtion: But when Imagination is 


barren, or when there is a notable Deformuey with- 
out any precceding Imagination, then out of Shame, 


all is huſhed, and the Pact is gently dropt, with- 
oth | Were opt, 


out any 


Ld 


Notice. - 


Scar 


of 


nc 
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7 

£ 

þ Scar is the Groin. 

d 

i MW Dr. A Gentlewomas being cut for a Repoſition 

3 5118. of as Inguinal Rupture, at the ſame Time 

| | i 405 | Ts or cnc deems of Jo 

c 8 Child with à large Wound is the ſame 

. Place, the Scar of which be carries to this 

d, Day, alt hougb thirty Years ſſuct. 

r il N * 1 | 

> WW 4s: hi Was 9 to ee a Scar 
of a much fre te, and upon avather Account 

ddt neceſſary — mentioned. 0 

te | 

* 5 | | | 

m _, The Ar E. 

er | 


Dr. 7. 22 { as recorded by Fienus } there 
. 118. was at the Time of bis Writing, a Huna 


as an 

at | Mother, as ſuppoſed, whey bi 
e ieee d il 
15 kept in ber Houſe to play wit hai. 

the +2 \ 

ne, An. I demand Proofs, and not Suppo/itions. Ts 
the Woot, within the Bills of. Mortality, 1 ä 


Women, who at all Times, and, even during their 
: Ar, guar are much delighted with certain Ani- 
mals, and yet the Children receive no Damage from 
chat Familiarity ? | 

. An odd Motion of the Lips contracted in the 
Louth, and ſupported by a bad Education, was, 
v doubt, the only Ground of that Report, 

- Mi 


who, both in Counmtenance as well as Geſture, 
had the Reſemblance of an Ape; 7 the 
Child, 


* * * * 7 = - 
——  — — — —— — — — 
— 8 = —_— 9 2 


ed of the Gentleman's Honeſty 
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The LizarD. 


Dr. 7. I am inſorm d faith the ſame Perſon, iy 
P. 118. one worthy of it, that a Woman with 
Child, going by the Town-wall, ' a Lizard 
leuped imo her Boſom; upon which bein 
frigbted, = [ few wy after] brought fort 
4 Child? aving a fleſhy Excreſcence grow. 
ing out of the Breaft, exactly reſembling the 
Lizard, which- had the Head fixed unto the 
Child's Fleſb, as it were hidden therein, whil 
the reſt of the Body hung forth, © © 


Anſ. Tis very ſtrange, that, notwithſtanding 
the great Character Fienus gives his Friend, whom 
he calls Vir gravis et ng dignus, a grave and 
truſty Man, yet after that noble Encomium, he is 
not willing to take his Word ; not that he doubt- 
1's but he ſuſpected 
him to be credulous. and to have been impoſed 
upon. 1 1 he, that a fleſby Subſtance 
might grow out of the Breaſt, roughly repreſenting a 
Lizard, or an Animal; but it could not be produced 


in the laſt Months, nor immediately before the Di 


livery ; for when the Body is firmly covered with the 


_ 


— 


* Reſpondeo fixri fotuiſſe, quod illins muljeris peflori aduati 


ſuerit aliqua informis Particula Carnis, Ruditer aliquam Ia. 


certam aut Animalculum adumbrans, ſd non Potuit foiſſe wal 
nec poſtremis Men ſibus, nec immediate ante Parturs ; nam poſirt 


mis Mevfubus, cn jam corpus ſua Cute firmiter eſt 24 20 


tum, Nihil poteſt amplius tale enaſci in ea, et quando Enaſti 


foſjet, non ita brevi tempore naſci poſſet. 


„ee 
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Skin, nothing can any more come out of it, and eſpe*+ 
tially in ſuch: a ſhort Time. Tam = 4 to ſee thoſe 
Inaginationiſts 8 among themſelves. 

his puts me in Mind of Dr. Turner's FRO. 
If I fee, fays he, an unlucky Fellow throw a Frog 
into the Boſom of à pregnant Woman, 2 
out upon the Sight of it, and falls into a Fit, from 
which after ſome Ton fe is recovered, yet has the 
Fits return between Whiles Some Time. after, I ſee 
the Infant born of this Woman, with a fleſby Por- 
traiture of & Frog growing out of its Breaft. Deſen. 

ag 73. 8 1 | 

P | x him to Fienuss Anſwer. However, T 
with the Gentleman would uſe rather the Stile ot 
an Hiſtorian than of an Orator ; tor, when he ſays, 


q If Tfee, Ec. does he not put one Senſe for another, 


and mean, If I am told that an unlucky Fellow, 
& 1 


HA IA-LIT. 


be. 2. Schenkius takes Natice F a Letter ſent 


2.118, him by Jacobus Suterus, M. D. where he 
gives him an Account 77 an Accident, juſt 
then befallen his own Wife, who being denyed 
a certain Joint of Meat by a- Butcher in 
the Market, flew out into ſuch @ Paſſion, 
that ſbe bled at the Noſe; which percerving,” 
ſhe clapt her Finger to her Lip to wipe it ott, 
and after was brought to bed, with her Child 
wanting the upper Lip. | | 

Anſ. I do ingenuouſly confeſs, I am diſap- 
pointed in my Expectation ; for, upon the Read- 
ing of this great Moforrun I promiſed my ſelt 

: no 


r — ones — — —— 


Child wanted the upper Lip. 


—— 
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no leſs, than to ſee a Sweat-Bread or Lamb»Stongs, 


or any Thing elſe of Butchers Meat, exadlly im- 
printed on the Child's Body: But there is no 
great Rarity in the upper Lip being wanting. 
This Fable comes from the very fame Hben. 
kius, who gave us the Story of the Three Kings; 
he ſeems to be but a Bungler in his Lies, FX 
ſince the Woman removed the Blood from her 
Lip, why ſhould not the Child, in Conformity to 
the Mother's Imagination, had there a white 
Spot, repreſenting her Finger, and fringed with 
a few Drops of Blood: Caſu labrum fatai illi 
defuiſſe, non vi Imaginatiovis ; tis by Chance, ſays 
Fienus, and not by Virtue of Imagination, that the 


The BAKER BIT. 


Dr. 7. But ſomething ſingular beyond all theſe, is 
P. 119. the Tale of Langius A a Woman longing to 


bite the naked Shoulder of 4 Baker paſ/ing 
by ber, which rather than ſhe ſbould ke, 
the good-natured Husband: hires the Baker 
at a certain Price; anne when the 

Big bellied Woman had taken two Morſels, 
the poor Man unable to hold out a third, 
would not ſuffer her to bite again ; for want 
of which, fbe Lore, as the Stony goes, ane dead 
Child, with two living, | 


Anſ. Does Dr. Turner write this, to ſwell his 
Book, or to make the Readers laugh? 


Pound 
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 Wounxv. in the Breaft, 


Dr. T. To hafen homewards, where are Inflances 
= 7.119. enough ie be had, the Reader will find a 
1 very fs, one, commmicated to the Royal 
Soetety, by Dr. Cyprianus, to this Purpoſe. 


Lady was deliverell of a Girl, with a 
Wound in her Breaft, above four Fingers 
long, and penetrating to the Muſculi Inter- 
coftales, heing an Inch broad, hollow under 
the Fleſh round about the Wound Be- 
fides there mas a Contufion | red and blue 
with a Swelling | at the lower Part of the 
Wound, which being treated with Supuratives, 
came to a Head, was opened, and together 


: with the Wound healed np, after the Manner 
ni of other Wounds and Contufions, The Child 
1 came into the World without any Force, and 
90 J 222 conld receive no Harm in the 
— 4 Birtb, but was occaſioned by the Strength of 
1 the Mother's Imagination, who about two 
(b. Months before, being gone to bed, and by 
1 Chance hearing a Report, that a Man had 
my murthered his Wife, by giving ber a Wound 
7 on the Breaſt with a Knife ; at which Rela- 


ton tas obſerved, that ſhe changed Coun= 
tenance, and ſtemed concerned. 5 


his Anſ. Dr. Cyprianus lays the Fault upon Imagi- 
vation, in his own Name, and according to his pri- 

vate Gpinion. we | 

aud Are you fure the Woman was frighted? She was 
= gone to Bed, and who can tell whether her Coun- 


L 2 tenance 
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tenance did change, or no? Is it not declared 
poſitively in the Tras/a#ions, that ſhe changed 
not exce//ively ? That is, ſhe like a good Chrif- 
tian, expreſt her Concern for that barbarous 
Treatment, but the was not at all diſordered, 

The murdered Wife was ſtabbed, by receiving 
one e Mound in the Breaſt; but this Child has 
no Wound by Punction; tis a very large Dila- 
ceration, or rather the Babe is in a Manner fleaed, 
the Wound being hollow round about under the 
Fleſh. Does this ſeem to quadrate or tally with 
the Mother's Fancy ? " / 

The Contuſion red and blue, with the Swelling, 
which was found upon the Infant, and came to 
Suppuration, ſeems to Indicate, as-if during the 
Pregnancy the Mother had received a Blow ; er 
that the Fætus had an Abſceſ in that Part. For, 


Parey, lib. 22. has very well obſerved, that Chi- 


dren in Utero are not exempted from Impofiumes, 


which ſometimes, as he ſays, open of their own i 
accord, and even cicatrize by the only Benefit of 


Nature. And that this was, in Part, the Caſe of 
this Child, the Cir cumſtances ſeem to make very 
evident, 2 * 


St. WIN IFREPD'S Well. 


Dr. 2. The late great Naturaliſt Mr. Boyl de- 


P. 119. quaints us, that a moſt ingenious Phyſician 


had divers times informed him, when being 
called io a young Lady, he found, that though 
ſhe complained much, yet there appeared j6 
little Canſe, either in her Body, or ber 
Condition, to gueſs that ſhe did any more than 
7 uc HBerſelli Ack, that ſeru Oli ng t6 gt ” * 

8 
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Ph he perſwaded her Friends rather to 
TR 2 by. little Fournies of Plea- 

' fure : In one of which, going to St, Wini- 
fred's Well, this Lady, who was a Catho- 
lick, and devout in her Religion, and a 
pretty while in the Water, to perſorm ſome 
Devotions, and had Occaſion to fix her Eyes 
very attentively upon the red Pebble-ſtones, 

' which in a ſcattered Order made up a good 
Part of + thoſe that _—_— through the 
Mater, and a While after growing big, /be 
was delivered of a Child, whoſe white Skin 
was copiouſiy ſpeckled with Spots of the 
Colour and Bigneſs of thoſe Stones ; and though 
now this Child had lived already ſeveral Years, 
yet does be fill retain them. 


Anſ. Abundance of Words for' a few Freckles 


1 the Boy had about his Body ! 


* 


This Story goes through ſo many Hands, that 
it does hardly deſerve to be minded: Mr. Boy], 
whoſe Cuſtom was to ſet down in Writing, any 


Thing remarkable, which he heard in Converſa- 
tion, without examining throughly whether it was 


true or falſe : Mr. Boy), I ſay, has it from the 
Phyſician, who heard it from the Gentlewoman, 
who being a Romaniſt, was no doubt exceedingly 

leaſed, that St. Winifred (as the thought) had 
honoured her Child with her Livery, and conſe- 
ret received it into her Protection ; though T. 

d (notwithſtanding the Aſſertion to the contrary) 
that ſhe minded the Pebble. ſtones, more than her 


W Prayers to the Saint. | 


ut what is Ludicrous in this formal Story, is 
that the Gentlewoman was not actually with Child, 


when ſhe performed her Devotions, and had Oc- 


cation to fix her Eyes very attentively upon the 
red 


| LF 
red Pebblesftoncs,” as appears by the follow; 
Words, and a While 1 | a big ; pray, b 
o kind to tell me how long Imaginanen dos 
ternain in its fall Force and Vigour ? 1 
This makes for me, that the Body of a Chili 
may be ſpotted without Pnagination, ſince in thi 
Woman, the carneſt and fixt Thoughts of the 
Stones were gone out of her Mind a long Time 
aan | TY 


an IRIS M Offeer- 


Since Mr. Boyle's Name has been mentioned, ! 
beg leave to make this ſmall 1 to ſlex 
how far, in my Opinion, this Gentleman's good 
Nature was impoſed upon by an Iriſb Officer, 
whoſe Hair is reported to have changed Colom 
in a ſhort Time: Theſe are Mr. Boyles om 
Words. 


I remember, that being, four or ſix Tears ſinct, in M 
the County of Cork, there was an Iriſh Captain, « i 
Man of a middle Age and Stature, who coming, with 
ſome of his Followers, to render himſelf to our Unkl: 
Broghill, who then commanded the Engliſh Fords 
in thoſe Parts, upon a publick Proffer of Pardon i 
the Iriſh, that would then lay down their Arm 
be was caſually, in à ſuſpicious Place, met with h 
a Party of Engliſh and intercepied, aud my 2 


* The Uſeful nit of Experimental Natural Pbiloſophy. pag. 250 L 
OS Oxford, 1664. 


En 

Jing then alſau upon 4 Deſign, he mat ja ap- 
| nat We of being of to Death by the wiferiour 
Officers before your Unkle's Return, that the Anxiety 
% Mind, quickly changed the Calour , bis Hair 
er 2 particular Manner 3 of which, I being then 
art that Caftle of your Unkle whereunto be was 
brought, bad quickly Notice giver me, and had the 
1 4. 415 to examine the Captain, and found that 
ihe Hair of his Head, had mot, as in the Inte 
WH forces 1 wet with in Hiſtories, uniformly 
changed its Coleur ; but that here and thers Gere 
ain peculiar Tufts, and Locks of it, whoſe Baſes 
agb be alout an Inch iu Diameter, Were thus 
Wuddcnly 74rned white all over: The Reft of bis 
Hair, of which you know the Iriſh uſe to Wear good 
Lore, retaining its former reddiſb Colour. 


= 1wiſh this honourable Gentleman had been fo 
ind as to tell us, what Proofs he had of that /ad- 
een Change, beſides the bare Word of 2 Stran- 
C pe, and of his Men, who had in View to fave | 
bis Life: What Afurance had Mr, Beule that 
thefe few Tufts and Locks, about the Diameter 
of an Inch, were of another Colour before the 
c, u Captain was apprehended ? ; 
1 «i remember a School-Fellow of mine, who had 
wth from his Birth, a large Lock of white Hair. 1 
ad read allo in Tho : Bartholin, that a Lad of his 


Oral oP Neigh- 
on u 3 ; 
1 . | 

% * Rufdici neftratis filins Crives varies a primis incyerabulis .in 


the cue alt, und parte vigros, albos altera capitis payte, Matris 
being i Culpa eueniſſe Confeſſioue ejuſdem Credim us, ſutetur quitpe alla, 

an uterum gereret, Sacculum Carbonum una capitis parte ex- 
Wy cf ie ſe Ser exinde frequenti Hvjus rei Imagination vexatam, 
ines 1hſos ex utroque Capitis latere reſc'ſſos ſer vo, Cuivis cos 


rare paratus. ACt Med. An. 1673. Obſ. 1. 
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por was naturally Grey on one Side 
of his Head, and he had been ſo all over, if un- 
luckily the Mother in her Pregnancy had not car- 
ried a Sack of Coals, which affecting her Inagina- 

Zion, made that Part of the Hair to be Black. To 
Prove the Truth of this, Tho, Bartholin had ſome 
Locks of the Hair, ready to produce to an 
y. I am pleaſed with Bartholir's fair Deal- 
ing; for an Impeſtor, to make the Caſe more won. 
derful, had changed the Black, 
extraordinary in Children, into White, by the 
Help of a Sack of Meal. 
As for the Jriſþ Captain, it was certainly no 
bad Policy, in the aq and preſſing Circum- 
ſtances he was in, to deceive ſuch a merciful and 
tender-hearted Gentleman as Mr. Boyle, who at 
that Time was very young, and the only Perſon, 
in his Brother's Caſtle, fit to —_— in Favour 
of the Priſoner, and to ſtop the Fury of the Sol- 
diers, during the Abſence of the Governour. 


Dolus aut virtus, Quis in hofte requirit ? 


Beſides, the Improbability of this, and of all 
one ſuch Stories, appears from the Nature of the 

airs, | 

They depend fo little on Life, and conſequently 
on Fancy and Imagination, that they grow even 
upon dead Bodies. . 
Ihey have each of them a round bulbous Root, 
which lies pretty * in the Skin, and which 
draws Nouriſhment from the ſurrounding Hu- 
mours. If they are carefully 2 a Mi- 
croſcope, tis obſerved, that one ſingle Hair docs 
conſiſt of five or ſix others wrapt up in a common 
Caſe, or Tegument. | | 


They 


2 Colour not ſo 


. 

They are of a horny Subſtance, which ſhosting 
from the Root, does thruſt directly forward the 
next Part, which is immediately above it, without 
any Increaſe or Diminution, till they drop off, 
there being no Liquor running in proper Channels, 
as in Plants, to facilitate their Growth. 

So that, except the Hairs of the Iriſb Officer 
could have ſhed, and grown again in a few Hours, 
I don't ſee, how it was poſſible to alter the Colour 
of thoſe, which were actually in Being. | 

Dr. Turner has made three or four Objections, 
which Iwill anſwer as well as I can; for, tho' they 


be very clearly worded, yet the Application is 
intricate and unintelligible, 


1. 4 the Hairs project not from their. Extremities, 
bow do they Divaricate oftentimes at ſuch Extreme- 
ties © pag. 122. The common covering being 
net Drineſs or ſome other Accident, diſco- 


vers the Hairs which are incloſed, and is the Cauſe 


of that ſceming Divarication. 


2, Why may not ſuch Alteration happen inſtantly, 
upon extraordinary Fogg gar. which comes to paſs 
more gradually, or by Length of Time ? Fag. 122. 
don't underſtand the Strength of an Argument 
which is a Minori ad Majus. | 


3. If they are incapable of conveying any Juire 
for their Nutrition, which Way muſt we account for 
the Diſeaſe of theſe Parts, which we call the Plica? 


þ. 123. That Diftemper, which neither Dr. Turn- 


, nor I underftand, was formerly very common 
nin Poland and that Neighbourhood. 


The Deſcription, we have of it in Books, is that 
the Hairs, not only of the Head, but of other 
| „ Parts 


EY 


(8.2 ) 


Parts af the Body, grew to an exceſſive Length, 
and twiſted. one with. another; Their Roots were 
covered, with Scabs and: Ulcers, and: full of Ver- 
min, If they were cut off, a Blindneſs, or other 


bad Symptoms did generally. follow; in ſhort, the 
Virus was ſo malignant, that the Patient endured 
exquiſite Pains in his Limbs, and even grew crook- 
ed, and deformed, by the Caries, of the Bones, 
and the Weakneſs of the Articulations. In this 


lamentable Caſe, is it ſurpriſing, that the Root of 
the Hairs being altered by a. general Infection, 


they appeared in a different Shape than uſual? 
4. T have often heard of Hairs flandin ot End,” 


and being once within hearing of @ ſudaen Shriek 


Ja young Lad. frightened: by a Sham Apparition, 
ran down to 15 Vault, and perceived the poor . 
Boy's Hairs, on the. Crown. of his Head, eres 
like Briſtles, though at other Times a 2 5 
00 


Hair. As this Phænomenon was in all Like 


the Effect of the ſudden Cunſtrictian of the Pores at. 


their Roots or Bulb, ſo poſſibly had the ſame 
continued longer, by intercepting. the Supply of radi- 


cal Moiſture, their Colour alſo, as well as Poſition, © 


might have ſuffered ſome Change. pag. 124. 
I perceive Dr. Turner. by his | poibly had the 


Jame continued longer.] Does think fit to argue 
_ trom Suppoſitions But if the actual Separation of 


the Hairs jrom the Roots, and conſequently from 
the total Supply of radical Moiſture, is not 
able to make any ſudden Change in their Colour, 
what can be expected from the ſudden Conſtriction 


of the Pores at their Bulb? 


I beg Dr. Turzer's Pardon, if I ſay, that the 


Hairs ſtanding on End, does not proceed from 


the ſudden Conſtrictiou of the Pores, at their Roots, 


but from a ſtrong and convulfive Contraction of 


the 


6830 
the muſcular Fibres of the Scalp, which bringing 
the Hairs very cloſe to one another, and altering 
the Poſition of the Baſis, is able to raiſe up, in a 
Lump, their whole Body. 4 
Dr. Turner, by the Weakneſs of theſe Objecti- 
ons, looks as if he was retreating, or if he àcted 
as a Governour, who, knowing his — 9 of 
holding the Place, is willing, for Reputation Sake, 
518 and receive a few Guns, before he ſurrenders 
iſcretion. „ el 


to 
at 


Sir Kenelm Digby's Pa Tc H. 


Dr. 7. There was a Lady, a Kinſwoman of mine 
p. 120, (ſays the Author Sir Kenelni) who uſed much 
o wear black Patches pon her Face, 
(a Faſhion among young Nomen, which I 
to put her from, uſed to tell her in jeft, thut the 

next Child ſte 


was born marked juft ts the Mother bad 
fancied, which there are at Hand Witneſſes 
enoagh to confirm, but none more Pregnant 
than tht young Lady her felf, upon whom the 
Mark 7s yet remaining. TEES 


Anſ. Whoever reads Sir Renelm's Book of Bo- 
dies, and the ftrange and ſurpriſing Accouut he does 
gravely deliver of the wondertul Virtues of his 
Yowder of Sympathy, will find him tach-a merry 
W Gentle- 


ſuffer ' patiently ſuch. a 
| Beauty of her Child. She ſhould have commanded 


(84) 


Gentleman, that tis very difficult to know, when 


he ſpeaksin 120 or in Earneſt. 


We hear of no ſuch Accidents in onr Days, tho' 
the Solicitude and Care about theſe Ornaments be 
rather increaſed than diminiſhed, 

Sir Kenelm was ſomewhat too ſtiff, in cenſuring 


his Couſin's Submiſſion to the Cuſtom and Humour 


of the Time; but if he would demonſtrate the 
Truth of his Admonition, had it not been tufficient 


to direct the Hack Spot to a Place not ſo much in. 


View, than the Forehead ? 5 
His Kinſwoman was a very indolent Mother, to 
izard to ſpoil the 


him peremptorily to remove forthwith the Patch 
from her Daughter's Face, and in Caſe of Diſo- 


bedience and Obſtinacy, proſecuted him immedi- - 


ately, without Pity and Mercy for Witchcraft, of 
which there were much ſtron ger Proofs, than of the 
Mother's Imagination. 


I Fancy Sir Kenelm at the Bar, and the Counſel | 
for the p 


roſecutrix {mutatis mutandis making 
Uſe of Dr. Turner's Arguments. Defen. p. 73. 

« If impirtial Witneſſes have heard the Priſo- 
© ner at the Bar threatning his Kinſwoman, that 


| © her next Child ſhould have a great black Spot in 


«© the middle of the Forehead, and if we ſee the 
© Child marked juſt as the Priſoner had de- 


© clared. | 


« It we ſee the Priſoner * very buſy at his 

« Furnace and Calciniug human Excrements, to 
« puniſh, as. he pretends, the Fellows who lay 
« their Dirt at his Door, and ſome time after 
« theſe People are troubled with a Pain in the 
« Bowels. 
« Tf 


* Digby's Boot: c 7 Bodies. 


„„ 

« If we ſee the Priſoner applying his Magick 
“ Powder to a bloody Linnen, and putting it al- 
© ternatively either before a great Firc, or into a 


« Baſon of cold Water, and If we hear the Perſon 


* the Blood did belong to, has had a Burning 
Heat, and felt afterwards, a great Coolneſs in 
the Wound, though we confeſs to be ignorant 
© how this is done, for we are no Conjurers, ſhall 
« we not conclude, that the Priſoner does perform 
K all this by the Black Art? 

I make no Doubt, the Priſoner had pleaded the 
Strength of the Mother's Imagination, but in vain; 
for the Counſel againſt him had anſwered, that the 
Plea of Imagination was only, a Suppoſition no 
Body could ſwear to, nor even the Proſecutrix 
her ſelf, and that the Jurymen muſt go by the E- 
vidence given at the Bar: In ſhort, I am apt to 
believe Sir Kenelm had been reduced to the Ne- 
ceſſity of owning himſelf SpLENDIDPE MEN DAxN, 
and that he uſed to make, according to the Pro- 
verb; of a Mole, an Elephant. 

Now I am gone through Dr, Turzer's Twelfth 
Chapter, ſo far as it relates to the Imagination of 
Pregnant Women; but what Value is to be put 
u * ſuch Proofs, I ſubmit entirely to impartial 

udges, ITE \ 


S H A P. VI. 
Jacob's PoLicy cogſidered. 


Here's remaining ſtill to be anſwered, an Ob- 


I jcction of a particular Nature, which, out of 
Decency, I thought fit to ſeparate from the Needs 
and Trumpery of Dr. Turner, and other Authors. 

4 etl Tun 
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—— K — — — 
a » >. 
— Len LS — r TSMC - Lonm now efSc 


rere a 


ſuffer ' patiently ſuch. a 
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Gentleman, that tis very difficult to know, when 


he ſpeaks in {tf or in Earneſt. 


We hear of no ſuch Accidents in onr Days, tho 


the Solicitude and Care about theſe Ornaments be 


rather increaſed than diminiſned. 
Sir Kenelm was ſomewhat too ſtiff, in cenſuring 


- 


his Coufin's Submiſſion to the Cuſtom and Humour 


of the Time; but if he would demonſtrate the 
Truth of his Admonition, had it not been tufficient 
to direct th 
View, than the Forehead ? oY 
His Kinſwoman was a very indolent Mother, to 
izard to ſpoil the 
Beauty of her Child. She ſhould have commanded 
him peremptorily to remove forthwith the Patch 
from her Daughter's Face, and in Caſe of Diſo- 


bedience and Obſtinacy, proſecuted him immedi- 


ately, without Pity and Mercy for Witchcraft, of 
which there were much fron ger Proots, than of the 
Mother's Imagination. 


I Fancy Sir Kenelm at the Bar, and the Counſel | 
for the Proſecutrix {mutatis mutandis making 


Uſe of Dr. Turner's Arguments. Defen. p. 73. 
« If impartial Witneſſes have heard the Priſo- 
ner at the Bar threatning his Kinſwoman, that 


| © her next Child ſhould have a great black Spot in 


© the middle of the Forehead, and if we ſee the 
© Child marked juſt as the Priſoner had de- 
oy clared. | : : | | 
« It we ſee the Priſoner * very buſy at his 
« Furnace and Calciniug human Excrements, to 
« puniſh, as. he pretends, the Fellows who lay 
« their Dirt at his Door, and ſome time after 
«© thele People are troubled with a Pain in the 
« Bowels. | 
« Tf 


* Digby's Book, / Bodies 


e black Spot to a Place not ſo much in. 


oh 

« If we ſee the Priſoner applying his Magick 
“ Powder to a bloody Linnen, — it al- 
© ternatively- either before a great Fire, or into a 
« Baſon of cold Water, and if we hear the Perſon 
© the Blood did belong to, has had a Burning 
„Feat, and felt afterwards, a great Coolneſs in 
the Wound, though we confeſs to be ignorant 
“ how this is done, for we are no Conjurers, ſhall 
« we not conclude, that the Priſoner does perform 
Kall this by the Black Art? 

I make no Doubt, the Priſoner had pleaded the 
Strength of the Mother's Imagination, but in vain; 
for the Counſel againſt him had anſwered, that the 
Plea of Imagination was only a Suppo/ition no 
Body could ſwear to, nor even the Proſecutrix 
her ſelf, and that the Jurymen muſt go by the E- 
vidence given at the Bar: In ſhort, I am apt to 
believe Sir Kenelm had been reduced to the Ne- 
ceſſity of owning himſelf SpLEND IDE MIN DAxN. 
and that he uſed to make, according to the Pro- 
verb; of Mole, an Elephant. 

Now I am gone through Dr. Turners Twelſth 
Chapter, ſo far as it relates to the Imagination of 
Pregnant Women; but what Value is to be put 
u ” ſuch Proofs, I ſubmit entirely to impartial 
udges. Gone O22 a 


CN AP. VI. 
Jacob's PoLIor conſidered. 


Here's remaining ſtill to be anſwered, an Ob- 

I éjection of a particular Nature, which, out of 

Decency, I thought fit to ſeparate from the Needs 

and Trumpery of Dr. Turner, and other : 
| am 


( 86 ) 


i am ſenſible, that a Phy/ician is out of his 
Province, when he ſets up for an Interpreter of the 
Bible. But in this Caſe; I hope to be excuſed, 
ſmoe what I do is not out-of Choice, but of ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity. The following Difficulty being 
in my Way, 1 muſt either remove 1t, or be con- 
demned immediately without Hearing. 

Tis taken from Jacob's placing Rods of a er- 
tain Colour beſore the Cattle, 


Gen. XXX. | 38, 39. 


And he ſet the Rods, which he bad pilled, be- 
fore the Flocks in the Gutters in the Witer-troughs, 
when the Flocks came to drink, that they ſpould con- 
ceive when they came to arink, 5 | 

And the Flocks conceived before the Reds, and 
brought forth Catte! ring-flraked, ſpeckled, and 
ſpott ed. & TEL IEA 


the Colour of the Rods did ſo much affect the Ina- 


| 
| 
| The common Interpretation of this'Text is, that 


gination of the Cattle, that the Ewes, upon that 


% 


Account only, brought forth Lambs R:ng-firaked, | 


'This, at firſt View, appears to be an invincible 
Argument againſt my Hypotheſis; and being ſeem · 
ingly grounded on Scripture, for which we ought 
to have the greateſt Reſpect, may impoſe upon 
the Readers ; but I hope to conyince them, that 
the true Senſe of that Place is not fo favourable to 
the Imaginationifts, as they pretend. | 


I. We have no 1 to inform us of 'n 
current Open ion upor this Subject, in Jacob's 
ITime, an Nr „ who 85 ell geile 
that the Motives, the Patriarch had in ſetting up 
the Rods, were the Conſequence of the * ame 


(37) | 

Notion, which is now: received, eſpecially, if 
ſome other, more agrocable to Reaſon l ors Oh 
can be propoſed / — 9 
II. Moſt Divines are of Opinion, that an extra- 
ordinary Providence did interpoſe in Favour of 
acob; 1 8 be the on — 3 to 

oubt of it, I hope it will be granted, by every 

Body, that Miracles are not fit to be loadbg: 
to account-for Accidents of Nature. | 


III. In ſeveral Places of this Hiſtory, the com- 
mon Franſlation is very intricate, Gen. 30. 38. 
He ſet the Rods in the Mater troughs, when the Flocks. 
came lo drink, that they ſbould-conceive, . when 
they came to drink ; as if Drinking, in Sight of 
the Rods, was a Cauſe ſufficient to make the Cattel 
concei ve. N TH 21 84 

The ſame Obſcurity is in Gen. 31. 10. where 
3 ſeems to be repreſented: as Antecedent 
to Cos. > PAI. I 1 


IV. The Original is capable of receiving another 
denſe, Which is much clearer. 1. , the only 

roper Hebrew Word _— e is not 
—— hich is uſed, does ſignify to 
grow hot, Incaleſcere *, and being taken metaphori- 
cally, Coitum appetere, to Rut, which Paſſion does 
preceed Coition. and Conception. | 


So that the Text may be thus rendered. Gen. 30. . 


3b, 39: And he ſet the Rods, which he bad pi. 
o Water, and they were Rutting when they came 
to drink; and the Flocks grew hot by. the Rods. 
— Gen. 31. 10. At the Time that the Cattel were 
: FL Rut- 


— 


* Vid. Pagnin Tbeſaur. 


before the . Flocks, in the Gutters, in the Troughs © 
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FR 
Rutting, I lifted up mine Eyes and ſaw in 4 
Dream, and behold the Rams which leaped upon 
the Cattel were ring-flraked, &c. I omit ſeveral 
other Places where the Word Ratting ſhould be, 


Inſtead of Conceiving. is 


V. The Angel makes a plain and clear Decla. 
ration of the Means, God Almighty had choſen 10 
in Favour of Ac OE. Gen. 31. 11, 12. The An- 2 
gel of God ſpake unto me —— A1 the Rams, Ca 
which leap—are ring-ſtraked, for I haue ſeen all, 
that Laban aceth unto thee, La 
DO Upon this I. defire the Reader to obſerve, that 

there is no Mention of the Rods, nor of their pics. * 
tended Virtue upon the Imagination of the Ewes. pr 

Pray, take Notice, alſo, that the Angel, to ex- Vi 

preſs the Deſign of Providence, does not think fit 8 
to ſay, The Lambs which are to be brought forth, 
ſcall he ring-ftraked : But pointing directly at the * 
Cauſe, he declares, that AL L the Rams which 
leap upon the Cattel are IN G-STRAK ED. Is not af 
ns a plain * gel = Colour of Bf | 

aping Rams was to be the Canſa proxima et Ef- 

ciens — the Colour of the Lambs 2” "Tis ſo natural o 
for the Breed to partake of the Colour of the 
Males, that Jacob could draw no other Conſequence 


from thoſe Words. : | f 1 N 
The Expreſſion All is very remarkable. Aur 8 
the Rams which leap are NIN G-STRA KED. As If 00 
Jacob's party Coloured Rams had received more — 
than an ordinary {mpetus, whilſt thoſe of Laban Ws 
were /anguid, and ſtrack with Inpotency. This 
ſeems to be intimated by theſe Words, Gen. 30.42. th 
The feebler were Laban's, and the ftronger Jacob's. By 
I own, this Revelation is : communicated in a lik 
Dream, but, if wc don't allow it to be by God's 0 


Order and Appointment, tis entirely overthrow- 


ws 


CE ( $9. 
ing the. whole, Hiſtory of. Ia gor, and making 
the ſeveral Viſions, upon which, he : 
all his Hopes, to.be nothing elſe 5 


„ 


) 
"4 4 


© STI REF. iT. 1 3 HIP tn! 15 W = 2 * 
VI. As for the Rods, 55 are Of Jacob's own' 


Invention, without any Encouragement ſraom a- 
bove, or Promiſe of Bleſſing, and he 
miſtaken in the Effect he expected ſrom the 


A . 
% 


* 


Cauſa Proxima, which had been revealed to Him. 
The Angel tells Jacob that the Encreaſe of his 
Cattel does depend on the /peckled Rams cover- 
ing the Ewes; and Nhat has he to do, but, in O- 
bedience and Supmifft : Provid 
promote their Conjundtion? Tis with no other 
View, that Facoþ makes Uſe of this. Policy. 


| SIT IL ©4 534533 a + : 

1. The Ewes being ſurrounded with white, or 
ſuch Flocks, the.pilled Rods were very proper 
to familiariſe, them with the Speckled Colour, which, 
ater the Execution, of the 'Freaty, might appear 
range and frightful to them, as much as the Sight 
of a Beal! r | 


2. I take alſo the Rods to have been a Philtrum 
to decoy, and entice the Eyes towards the pech 
Rams, in Oppoſition to thoſe which were V hite, 
for, the Pleaſure of Drinking Water in, that hot 
Country, was ſo much joined with the Remem- 
brance of the Rods, or of the coloured Rams, that 
both of them came to be in a Manner inſeparabſe. 
I fay, the Pleaſure of Drinking was joined with 
the Remembrance of the coloured Rams, for there 
is no Abſurdity in ſuppoſing, that the Rods were, 
like a Moſaic Work, ſo cut and intcrmixcd as to 
repreſent roughly the Nies of peckle Rams ? 

6 | and 


ſeems to ground 
ut Suppoſitions. 


might "be 


however, like a prudent Man, he thought fit to 


make Uſe of human Means, /#fſervient to the 


is FLEE FF) # 7 a..C. 3:0 AT S105 .. 
ubmiſſion to divine Providence, to 
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| and is it not by ſuch a Method that Animals are 


1 . 


drawn in, or . 455 n 

Whatever the Caſe was, tis Hkely, that the Ewes 
being for a long Time, uſed to drink in the Sight 
of the Rods, were eagerly moved at the Appearance 
of an Object of the ſame Colour, and conſequently 


prompted to run towards the ſpeckled Rams rather 


than to the others. $i 

3. There is another Uſe of the Rods, Jacob 
might purpoſe to himſelf, viz. to communicate to 
the Waters, into which they were ſteeped, an A- 


ſtringent Quality, and thereby ſtrengthen the Uterus, 


and prevent the Ewes from cafting the young ones, 
This appears very probable, from Gen. 7. 50. 


for when the Cattel were /anguid, and not in a 


Capacity of Bearing, then Jacob did not think fit 
to put the Rods into the Waters. 


"RL A reat Difficulty preſents it ſelf, which 
ſome People believe to be unanſwerable, viz. 
Whence came theſe ſpeckled Rams, were not all 


thoſe of that Colour in the Cuftody of Laban's Sons, 


and at the Diſtance of three Days Journey? To 


which I anſwer, - 


1. That Objection ſeems to give the Lye to the 
Angel, for if it was impoſſible, that /peckied Rams 
ſhould be in the Way to cover the Ewes, what 
does the Angel mean, when he lays to Jacob Gen. 
ph 12. See all the Rams which lap are ſpeckled ? 
Does the Angel equivocate, or is the Patriarch 
invited to gaze upon an Ens Rationis, which is 


neither in Being, nor can ever be? 


2. We have the Hiſtory of Seven Vears in few 


Words, and without Particulars. The Increaſe of 


Jacob's Stock was brought about by Degrees, and 


1r0 a ſmall Beginning. 3. That 


Seren 


— 
— 
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3. That Beginning, no Doubt, came by ſome 
Ewes, which, at the Treaty of Partition, were 
left big with Lambs by Freckled Rams, which 
Lambs being Speckled, and of the Colour of the 
Males, were by Agrecment devolved to Jacob, 
as his Property, - * 11 | 


4. There are at lcaft as many Males born, as Fe- 
males, and the Cattel in that hot Country, coming 

to Maturity 'in a much fhorter Time, than 1n our 
Northern Climates, eſpecially when a particular 
Providence promoted it, theſe young 2 were 
ſoon ready to anſwer the End Gy acob. - 


5. After all, to accompliſh this Deſign, from the 
firſt Time to the laſt, very few Rams were neceſ- 
ſary, fince I am told, that only one Hundred 
Rams is a ſufficient Number for five Thouſand Ewes, 


VIII. Dr. Turner has ſpent above four Pages“ 
in declaiming againſt my Interpretation; I am 
not at, Leiſure to anſwer him, however I will 
| honour him ſo far, as to take Notice of the very 
beſt of his Remarks. You are very angry, ſays he, 
with the Tranſlators who —— were guided more 
by Prejudice, thah is, too much in love with their 
own, at leaſt their Wives Fancies, than by the O- 
riginal, ——— Surely ſuch @ Textuary has been ſel- 
dom met with ——— Eureka! Eureka! what a 
Wonder has been concealed from us, till this mafterly 
N e was found Out f———— 

If the Ewes conceived theſe ring-ſtraked Cattel by 
looking + on the ſpeckled Rams, is it not the ſame 
| | 1 "= 


= Defence from pag. 126. N 
Dr. Turner is in a Dream ; I never pole of Looking 


on, but of Copulation. 


— — 
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in Reſpe# of their Tnagination,” as" if they thad be- 


held the ſparkled' Rods? bat pitiful, J 


canuot ſay ſplitting but ſpoiling of a Text ts here 


— — You are ready to bleſs your of At the 
lacky Invention. Some of | your Opponents 
can tell you, to ſave your Longing, have laughed 


heartily, and thought that the beſt, Dr. Turner, and 


all his Friends are very welcome. RIDE, S1Saps, 


"I Aſter all, where is the Neceſſity of makin 


ſo many Words, when the Caſe may be decided 


by the great, and infallible Tribunal of Exezxr 


ENCE, | | 
Let Dr. Turner endeavour by pilled Rods, 
Pictures, Frights, or otherwiſe, to have a Breed 


of Cattel different in Colour from the Males and 
Females they come from, or to change the Fleece 
of the Lambs in Utero at his Will and Pleaſure, 


from Black into bite, or from White into Black, 
then if he haz any Succeſs; then, (and not before) 


1 will be ready to own him in the Right and m 


ſelf in the wrong. in be beqvnajn 
Oepiaxus a celebrated Poet , of the thir 


Century, in his Book upon Hunting, dedicated to 


the Emperour CarRacarlta glycs us, in very 
FFF Receipt for a Breed of fine 
Iorſes. | 
The Myftery does conſiſt in expoſing, for a cer- 
tain Time, to the Sight of the Mare, a Stallion a- 
dorned with the ſame Marks, as you wiſh to be in 
the Foal, and then giving the Stallion and the 
Mare Liberty to come together, the Poet promiſes 
you an undoubted Succeſs, . $108 
I thought fit upon this, to. Adviſe with Per- 
ſons, that are well acquainted wich the Practice 
of thoſe Things, but I was told, that-(bendes pro- 
per Food) the only Arcanum they knew, was = 
POT Font make 


i of ES 
make Choice of a Horſe very ſtrong, well ſha 
and of a due Age, and of a = — 
to the ſame Characters, and that whatever was 
laid about the Efficacy of Pictures, was nothing 
elſe but Deluſion. . 1 


Cod cLus fro relating to 
EXPERIENCE. 


Tis Time to conclude this long Article relating 
to 6 2 by a ſhort Recapitulation of what 1 
have laid. | 55 | 


I. I defire the Readers to remember that the 
Inaginationiſts never had any ſettled Principles, and 
that, their Hypotheſis has changed from Time to 
Time, according to their Humour and Fancy, 
appearing in the World under different and con- 
trary Shapes, every one pretended to be fa- 
voured by Experience, and going, like a Whirl- 
wind, through all the Points of the Compaſs. 


2. Tis acknowledged by every Body, that I 
magination is very otten barren, and that even the 
herceſt Paſſions have not been followed by any ill 
Accident. 


3. Tis certain by Experience, that ſeveral Marks, 


and Deformities are Exiſtent upon the Body of 
the Fætus, without any previous Imagination ot 


the Mother, and that conſcquently they muſt pro- 
ceed from another Cauſe. 


4. J have 


— 
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4. I have ſhewn, that the Teſtimonies, which 

are produced for the Strength of Imagination, 
are dubious, or falſe, or not to the Purpale. 


F. There are ſo many Odds againſt Imaging 


tion, that the Caſes related in its Favour can never 
over=ballance thoſe, which are againſt it. 


6. Laſtly, they may be pers to an accidental 
Hit of a 1 or the Predictions of a Fortune- 
teller, which, now and then, are accompliſhed ; or 
they may be looked upon as the Luck of a Painter, 


* 


who throwing, in Anger and Paffion, his Pencil 


at the Horſe he was a drawing, was convinced that 


2 may go ſometimes beyond Skill and In- 
uſtry. Sh 

I 50 e, if all this be well conſidered, the Read- 
ers will conclude, that E xess18ncs is againſt the 
Imaginationifts. | 


CH AP. . 


RE AS ON and ANATOMY, 
ggainſt the current Opinion. 


I hope, I have entirely beat the Imaginationiſts 
out of their Entrenchments of Experience. 

Now I come to ſhew both by Reaſon and Ana- 
tomy, that Children cannot be marked by Virtue 
of the Mother's Fancy ; in all which I will take 
Care, to aſſert nothing but what is certain, and 


evident, 
I. Conn 


6883 - 

I. Conception, by the Providence of Sod, is in- 
dependant on the Mother's Will and Pleaſure. 
How many virtuous Women are defirous to have 
Children, and yet their Vows prove unſucceſsful ? 
whilſt ſome others not only conceive, contrary to 
their Wiſhes, but go their full Time, in ſpite of 
ſeveral Preparations, which they are ſo wicked to 
take deſignedly to deſtroy the Fetus, | 

'The Netritjon, and Increaſe of the Embrio goes 
on according to the Laws of Nature, whether the 
Mother's Inclination be for it, or againſt it. 

Tis abſolutely out of the Mother's Power to 
chuſe a Boy or a Girl, to have one or two Child- 

| ren at a Birth, to cauſe the Infant to be fair or 
black, big or {mall, weak or ſtrong, and to give it 
her F eatures, or the Reſemblance of the Father. 

If it be granted, that the Mother, by the 
Strength of her Imagination, cannot promote, nor 
prevent Conception, how can an y believe, 
without reflecting _ the Wiſdom of God, that 
it is left to her, to disfigure the Child, and to ſpoil 
the regular Work of Nature ? 
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II. The common Opinion is, that a determinate 
Thought of the Mother can produce a determinate 
Effect on the Fætus; but is it not abſurd, to be- 
liexe that the Mother, by her Imagination, has a 
. Influence over the Child, than upon her o ] 
1 . the Effects of Imagination are very con- 
fiderable. Fancy contributes now and then to 
the Cnre of Diſtempers ; a favourable Opinion of 
the Phyſician, or of a Remedy is very uſeful. 
On the other Hand, Grief, and Trouble of Mind 
may be followed by a Conſumption, Diſtraction, 
Madneſs, and ſeveral other Accidents. Violent 
Paſſions will cauſe Convulſions, ſhortneſs of Breath, 


Fevers, 


Fevers, Epilepſy, Apoplexy, and even Death it 
ſelf. — J Seder of a Man, who being con- 


demned to be Beheaded, and having laid his Head 


upon the Block, in Order to his Execution, died 


_ Inſtantly, by the gentle Stroke of a wet Cloth 


the Executioner was ordered to uſe, inſtead of an 


of Axe, { _— 


But who will believe, that the Fear of the Gout 
brings that Diſtemper? How many melancholy 
People do imagine themſelves to be lame, or to 
have a long Noſe, or to be too big to get thro 


2 Door? And yet, for all their ſtrong Fancy, they 


receive no. Alteration in the Bulk of their Body, 
nor any Diſlocation of the Bones.. 

T have never heard, that the Fear of being ſhot 
to Death has ever been able to mean V 
in the Fleſh ; that the Notion of being run thro! 
with a Sword, has ever. cut the Skin, and made 
any g0lutio Continui; the Fancy of being made of 
Glaſs, docs not in the leaſt alter the Nature of 
the Fleſh nor make it Fragil.- . 99 1 

Mr. Bayles Iriſh Officer might have longed, a 


| hundred and a hundred Times, for a pair of 


Wings to favour his Eſcape, or for a ſudden Alter- 
ation in the Colour of his Hair, to move Pity, and 


Compaſſion, or to be in a Diſguiſe, but all had 


been in vain, and withont any Hope of Succeſs, 
Tis reported indeed, that the Fear of the 
Plague, or of the Small-Pox, has been the Occa- 


on of theſe Diſtempers, but who can be politive, 
that they were not got by Contagion £ Since Ex- 


perience ſhews, that many who have had a violent 
Apprehenſion of them, when they were rife, have 
eſcaped notwithſtanding ? 


* Fancy 


y Wound 
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* Faney does not cauſe the Diflemper, ſays Fientis, 
but the Diſtemper gives Occa 
true, there may be no viſible Symptoms of the Indi/= 
poſition, though it is already begun, and felt by the 
Patient, who complains of it an . it. All this 
While he is not thought by other Pe 
Sickneſs ; but when it appears outward, then he is 
reputed to have got it by the Power of Imagis 
nation. : 
If the Mother, by the Strength of her Fancy, 
cannot make any Mark, or Signature on her Body, 
if ſhe cannot change the Figure, Scituation, 
Quantity, and Number of her Limbs: In ſhort, 
if ſhe cannot make 4 determinate Alteration in 
| her own Body, by a determinate Imagination, Why 
3 believe, that ſhe is able to do it in the 

ild? | 2 

It is ſaid indeed, that the Mother's Body is 
ſtrong and hard, and capable of Reſiſtance; and 
that the Ftus is like foft Wax, which does eaſily 
receive any Impreſſion. But is not the Mother the 
neareſt to the Impetus ot Imagination? And don't 


we find, that Things that are ſoſt and pliable, are 
O broke 


* Oned quidam in morbos inc iderint, quos imaginati fuerunt, 
faffum fuiſſe, non quod phantaſia illum mor bum fecerit; ſed 
contra, quod morbus f cerit t bantaſiam. Ei enim nom i deo 
bomines morbum acquiruns, quia imaginantur ſe eum babere, 
ſed quia eum habeat, vel jam ejus aliquod princibium in 4 


ſentiunt, ideo ſe eum babere imaginantur, eumqut t inient, 


de eo congueruntur. Vetum quia mterdum morbus taytum in- 


cipit, & adbuc non prodit ſe exterdis ſymptomatibus, unde 
bomines judicant eos non Agrotare, ideo, peſtquans jam vident 
eos in morbum, de quo antea fuerant conqueſti, ineidiſſe, 
futanr eos illam per vim imaginations contraxiſſe. Fienus 


Luſt, 10. 


to the Fancy. *Tis 


ople to have the 
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broke by the Violence of a Storm, with a much 
cater Difficulty than thoſe that are of a great 
nſiſtence? And every Body knows, that a large 

Rope ftrengthened by a Knot, is much eaſier di. 


vided than when it is without it. 


III. It does not ſeem conſiſtent with Reaſon, 
that the Mother's Imagination can produce the 
ſame Effect u the Fætus, by the Strength of 
Paſſions, which are oppoſite and contrar y, one to 
another: Yet *tis ſaid, that an Infant is marked 
with the Similitude of a Muſcle, becauſe the Mo- 
ther longed for that Sbel. ie, whilft another is 
reported to have the ſame Impreſſion, from the 

Auverſion the Woman had ind it. : 


2. I am willing to own, that ſome Paſſions are 
very tumultuous, and capable of putting the 
whole Frame of the Soul and Body in great Diſ- 

| _ and Confuſion; as Anger, Fright, Deſpair, 

c. | 

But I don't underſtand, why calm and ſedate 
Paſſions, or rather, (ſince Dr. Turner, pag. 101 
N calls this Expreſſion a Solæciſin) Why calm and 

i ſedate Affections of the Mind ſhould be ſo injurious 
5 to the Child, as to make any Signature upon its 
| Body? As for Inſtance, the Pleaſure of looking 
[| upon a fine Picture, or of admiring the Variety of 
1 Flowers in a Garden; or, if you think fit, the 

Pebble-ſtones . of St. Winifred's-Well. The Mo- 
ther has little or no Emotion in her ſelf, the Alte - 
= - ration of the Blood, and of the Spirits is inſenſible, 
| nor can come to any Height, though the Contem- 
plation ſhould be laſting ; the whole Scene appears 
to be confined within the Mind. The good Woman 
takes a great Delight in fixing her Eyes upon the 
Picture of a Man, who is either of a black, 1 A 
air 
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fair Complexion, and what Harm can follew from = 
it? Does the Picture fright her, when ſhe is, it may 
be, familiarly acquainted with the Original | 
In Oppoſition to this, Dr. Turner relates, p. 100, 
the Stories of two Gentlewomen, the firſt of 
which, upon the ſudden Sight of her Son, who 
had been a long Time abſent from England, died 
out of Foy; and of another, who out of Grief, 
fell into ſuch an hyflerical Suffocation, as no Art, 
nor Application could recover Life ; but that's no- | 
thing to the Purpoſe. 1. There is in Death a I 
total Deſtruction which may come by Fire or 
Water, Sc. but we ſpeak here of no leſs than 1 
Productions of Peaches, Apricocks, Plumecakes, it 
exact Similitudes, E9c. 2. In thoſe two Caſes there 1 
is Exceſs of Paſſions, whereas the Queſtion is a- 9 
bout the Effects of a calm Affection of the Mind, | 
without any Hurry, and which may laſt a conſider- 
able Time, in pertc& Tranquillity; or to borrow 
Dr. Turner's Words, the Queſtion is about an Af= 
fection of the Mind, where, * we find our Spi- 
rits, as it were, tickled, aud moving pleaſantly ; 
from whence a regular, and pleaſant (ir- 
culation of the Blood through all Parts of the Bo- 
dy, enjoying a kindly Warmth, or Heat, and par- 
taking, if we may ſay, of the ExULTATION=—= 
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| 
| 
ö the Soul! is moderately] SrRERTHED -forth in 
j Pleaſure with IRRADIATION, While the animal 
q opirits in a Kind of Ovation are conſtantly e 


J citing the moſt pleaſant Ideas of the | Object. 


f 3. How does Dr. Turner know that the Lady 
. dyed out of Foy Might ſhe not take her Son 
tor the Apparition of his Ghoſt, and dye out of 


Fright ? 
QO' a. IV. The 


— — . 


* Dr. Turner's Twelſth "bop. bag. 104, aud 106, 


relrum of the Mother, and of the Fatus, and that 


TOS 


IV. The Syſtem of the Imaginaticnifls is arbi. 
trary, precarious, and inconſiſtent with it ſelf; 
for if you ask them why the Child is marked 
with the Colour of Clare, if the Mother's Long- 
ing is not gratified ? They will anſwer, that the. 


Diſappointment puts the Spirits in a great Diſ- 


order, and fixes ſtrongly in the Imagination the 
Reſemblance of the Wine, but that the Mind 
is quieted, when the Defire is complied with. 

his ſeems to be Difum Gratis, tor ſome preg- 


nant Women will take a great Quantity ot that 


Liquor, very greedily, and tor a long Time; does 
not every Glaſs they drink with Eagerne/s, encou- 
rage the Appetite, and, by a continual Repetition, 
imprint more and more in their Memory the 
Image of what they longed for ; whereas flying 
from the Object would be a proper Mean to make 
good the Proverb, Out of Sight, out of Mind © 


V. Is not the common Notion very filly and 
ridiculous, that, if the Mother does in a Fright, 


or other Paſſions, apply her Hand to any Part of 


her Body, the Signature is directed, and conveyed 
to the like Place in the Fætus ? Tis very well 
known, that the Motion of the Hand is accidental 
and not defigned, and that the Mother can very 
ſeldom remember any Thing of it. 

And yet I could prove eaſily, that this Circum- 


ſtance is always mentioned in the Relations of 


moſt Authors, which ſhews, that the reft of their 
Stories arc as much to be credited, as this in par- 


ticular, 


VI. Some modern Inaginationifts, of which Male- 
Branche is one, have gone Jo far, as to ſay, that there 
is a Communication of Thoughts between the (e- 


the 


; 21 | 

the Children in Utero receive the /ame 2 — 18 
of the Objects, and are moved by the /ame Paſſions, | 
as their Mothers. So that the Infants are Longing il 
ſor Gallons of good Drink, Newcaſile Salmon, or 1 
Heſipbalia Ham; and they are alſo. very merry, "a 
dull, melancholy, frighted, and have their Hearts 
full of Revenge, according to the different Paſions 


the Mother is affected with at that Time. The 
Anſwer is not difficult. | | 


1. This Hypotheſis is contrary to Anatomy, 
for there is no Communication of Nerves between 


the Mother and the Child, as it will be demon- 
ſtrated. | 


2. *Tis contrary to the Nature of Paſſions. | J 
Paſſion, ſays, Mr. Locke, in reſpect of an intelledu- | 
al Being, is a Modification of Thoughts, in Reſpe8# | | 
of a corporeal Being, Motion. | It | 
According to that Definition, Paſſion in reſpect | 
of the Mind in pregnant Women, is a ſtrong At- | 
tention to a particular Object, ſometimes with | 
Pleaſure and. Satisfaction, and a great Deſire of it, til 
and ſometimes with Uneafineſs. and Abhorrence. 18 
In Reſpe& of the oy tis the Motion of the 1 
Blood and Spirits, the 8 of which is either 
continued in the ſame State, diminiſhed, or acce- 
lerated. N 
According to this Definition, what is Surpriſe 
in Reſpe& of the Mind, but a Sort of a ſudden 
Compariſon (with or without Uneaſineſs) between 
an Object, which we are uſed to, and an extraor- 
dinary one, we are not acquainted with ? 
Sudden Fear is an inſtantaneous Compariſon of 
Strength on both Sides, and a Conſciouſneſs of 
Debility and Weakneſs, 


Long- 


( to2 ) 
| Longing, or Deſire, is grounded upon the Judge. 


ment we make of the Uſefulneſs of what we long 
M06 -- + 2, 


Are Children capable of all theſe Reflections? 


Are they not confined within the Bounds of bare 


Life and Senſation? The Mother's Thoughts are 
extenſive, and peculiar to her, and without the 
Reach of the Child's Mind, which 1s not yet ac- 
quainted with the outward Objects, that diſturb the 
Mother. She 1s afraid of a naked Sword, becauſe 
ſhe knows, or apprehendF, the Raſhneſs of the 
Man in whoſe Hands it is : She is moved at the 


Sight of a Cat or of a Dog, becanſe ſhe is timo- 


rous, and does not know, but ſhe will be bitten 
or ſcratched : She is diſturbed at the Sight of a 


Butcher who kills a Beaft, becauſe ſhe 1s of a mer- 


ciful Temper: But, in the mean Time, the Child 


18 in a State of Neutrality, becauſe it has not yet 


the neceſſary Idea's of Things: And pray, how 


ſhould it have them in Utero, when ſeveral Months 


muſt paſs, after the Birth, before if comes to ſome 


-little, and very little Knowledge and Underſtand- 
Ing. 


"To ſay, with Malebranche, that Children ſee, 
what the Mothers ſee, that they hear the fame 
Cries, Oc. tis to ſay in other Words, that Chil- 
dren can fee without Light, and that they hear 
without the Vibration of the Air, and when their 


Ears are ſtopped with a Macus ; in ſhort, tis to 


ſpeak at Random. How ſhould the Mother com- 
municate her Thoughts to the Child, when her 
—_ is abſolutely diftin& from the Soul of the 
Fetus ? | | 


T have 
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I have, u this Occafion, received a 
ſevere Reprimand for my Ignorance in Philoſophy. 
We have, fays Dr. Turner, Pap: $2. your Account 
of Paſſions —- — yet ſuch ſurely as no Philoſopher 
before you ever broached. ———— now ſurely 
who that was throughly frightened, or as we ſay, 
out of their Wits, ever made Compariſons ? 

I am very caſy under my Diſzrace, ſo long as 
J have the Honour to follow the Steps of very 
great MAsSTERS. | 
Joy, Sorrow, Fear, and Anger, arc Paſſions, 
which! now and then are ſuddenly excited, and yet 
theſe are Mr. Locke's Definitions, Foy is @ Delight 
of the Mind, from the Conſideration of the preſent, or 
aſſured approaching Poſſeſſion of a Good. — Sorrow 
is an Uneaſineſs in the Mind, upon the Thought 
of a Good loſt, which might haue been enjoyed 
longer ; or the Senſe of a preſent Evil. - Fear 
is an Uneaſimeſs of the Mind, upon the Thought of 
future Evil, Likely to befall us.. — Anger is 
Uneaſineſs, or Diſcompoſure of Mind, upon the Re- 
ceit of an Injury, with a preſent Purpoſe of Re- 
denge. | 

it the Reader will be ſo kind as to examine 
well theſe Definitions, he will judge eaſily from thoſe 


Expreſſions, Conſideration, Thought, Purpoſe of 


Revenge, that Mr. Locke was of Opinion, that in 
all theſe ſeveral Caſes there was a | tudden or not] 
Compariſon made with paſt, preſent, and future 
Circumſtanccs. . 

There is nothing ſo common as Laugbter; it 


does now and then follow the Sight of an Object, 


with ſuch a wuiftneſs, that the Perſon who laughs, 
ſeems to have no Poſlibility of Time of makin 
any Reflection: Yet Mr Holes, in his Diſcourſe ot 
human Nature, thinks fit to define Laughter, a ſud- 


den Glery ariſing frem ſome ſudden Conception 


of 


g. 
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of ſome Eminency in our ſelves, by Compariſon with 
the Infirmity of others, or with our own" formerly, 


And Mr. * Addiſon gives his entire Approbation 
to that Sentiment. 


3. The chief Symptoms, that follow the moſt 
violent Paſſions, appear commonly about the Tho- 
rax. In a great Fright and Surpriſe, all the 
Organs of Reſpiration are afflicted with very ſtrong 
convulſive Motions, from whence proceed the In- 
articulation of the Voice, a. Paleneſs in_ the Face, 
a Difficulty of Breathing, an intermitting Pulſe, 
Palpitation of the Heart, a Deliquium, Syncope, 
and ſometimes Death. | 

But Children in Utero having the Organs of Reſpi- 
ration in a State of Inaction, are exempted from the 
dreadful Symptoms which torment their Mothers, 

They have neither Aftbma, nor inarticulate 
Voice, nor Confuſion in their Countenance, nor 


ſuch other Accidents which are altogether incon- 


ſiſtent with their preſent Condition, 


CHAP, VIII. 
The ſeveral Syſtems of G E N E- 


RATION explained. 

To put more and more, this Controverſy in 4 
true Light, and make good my Aſſertion againſt 
the Strength of the Mother's Imagination Ty the 

| tus, 


* Spect. 47. 


CF. 
Fatus, I think,” tis very con to examine the 
Or irons and Progreſs of the Production of A- 
nimalss. | F | 


I. There is no Equi vocal Generation. Animals, 
which are compoſed of ſo many different Parts, 
can never be the Reſult of Chance, and of Atoms 
meeting accidentally, and joining one with another, 
Nature keeps to certain Laws of Uniformity; 
and does not go two different Ways in the 
Formation of one and the ſame Animal. Tis now 


looked upon as a Fable, that dead Bodies turn 


into Worms; that the Fleſh of a Bullock can be 
changed into Bees, and Serpents produced, accord 
ing to Pliny, out of the Pina arrow of a Man. 
Theſe falſe Stories have always been tranſmitted 
from one Author to another, with ſome Addi- 
tions, as if Intereſt were to be paid tor the origi- 
TT 050575" BD; 21-41 OR, 
Sir Keneln Dighy has pretended to raiſe Lobfters,, 
out of their own Salt artificially prepared; and 
what ſhall we ſay to Paracelſus, 22 as been ſo 
mad, as to offer a Proceſs for the Propagation of 


” . 


Mankind iii chymical Veſlels ? But Francis Redi 
in his Book De Generatione Inſectorum does wiſely 
he fe that ſince the Beginning of the World, when 
the fir 

duced by the Command of God, the Earth had never 
yielded any other "Plants, br Trees, or Animals, 
perfec or imperfect And that whatſvever has betn 
upon Earth, in preceeding Ages, or is at this Time, 
came from the true and real Seeds of Plants, and 
of Animals; and that they preſerve their Species by 


Means of proper Seed, 


1 


Plants, and tbe 2 Animals were pro- 
0 


as it is 


"IVY 


II. All the Parts of the Fetas ate actually ex- 
iſtent ſomewhere, and delineated even before Con» 
ception, as a Plant, which is contained in the Seed, 
before that Seed be put in the Ground. This will 
calily appear by examining the ſeveral Syſtems re- 


lating to this Subject. 
1. The Ancicats had but confuſed Notions re- 


. lating to Generation, and what they ſaid upon it, 


is not worth mentioning, being ineonſiſtent with 
Senſe and Reaſon. 2 by 
Dr. Harvey, who has made his Name immortal 
by the Diſcovery of the Circulation of the Hood, 
is the firſt, who diſcovered the proper Place of 
the Formation of the Chick in the Cicatriculs of 
the Fer and the Formation of the Parts, ſo far 
iſcernable by the naked Eyes; and who 
alſo aſſerted, that all Animals are e Ovo, as may 
be ſeen in his 624 Exercitation, with this Title 
8 neee commune omnibus Animali bus. 
But the Misfortunes of the civil War, and the 
barbarous Treatment he received from brutiſn 


and ignorant Soldiers, * who burnt all his Pa- 


xs, to the great Detriment ot Learning, did 
— permit that worthy Gentleman to fintth his 
Syſtem, which he leſt ſomewhat obſcure and in- 
tricate. 


2. Dr. Harvey's Syſtem was much improved by 
Regnerus de Graef, who made ſeveral Experiments 
upon that Subjeck: He not only aſſerted, that 
Kees are tho firſt and true Origin of all my 


* Harvey exercit, 68. 
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both Oviparous and Viviparous ; but alſo that * 
chey actually exiſt in fæmineis Teſfihus before Con- 
ception, and that they are fecundated, and come 
down through the ous Tube, into the Bottom 
bor Uterus, as the Vite of Birds get into the 
That theſe Ova are abſolutcl Ergee for the 
Formation of Animals is demon 
Generation becomes impoſſible, as ſoon as the 
is extirpated. | HCL WAX 
According to this r all the Parts 
of the Fetus, both ſmall and great, internal 
and external, are in the Ovum. 
appear later than tothers, yet they have been 
Exiftents, and have had their Beginning at the 
fame Time: As an Acorn, which, even before 
it be fet in the Ground, does contain an Epi. 


tome of the Oak, with all its Roots, Branches and 
Leaves. | 


The Semen Maſculinum is the proper and only 
Means, that Nature uſes to manure the Ouum, by 
throwing (according to De Graef's Opinion) a rew 
Ferment in the Blood, which, ſubtiliſing the Lympha, 
does enable it to enter more eaſily into the Poxeg 
of the Orum, to open the ſeveral Paſſages, pro- 
mote the Motion of the Juices, and cauſe 3 4 
an Increaſe of all the Parts. And indeed the ſi 

ance and diſplaying of all the Parts 


den Appcar | 
of the Mick, after a ſhort Incebation, makes it 
clear, that they are not then actually formed out = 
of a Fluid, but that their Stamina have been cx- 


iſtent beſore, and are then unſolded. N 
' & | It 


* Sed ex Ovo, ante Coitum in Malierum Tatibus eriſteite, 


Originem ſum ere. 


ted by this, that 
_ 


And though ſome 


1 ( 108 ) - 
It appencs alſo, by a juſt Conſequence from 


this Jpothefis, that the Fetus muſt have been 
ſomewhere from the very Beginning of the World, 


viz, in the original Ovum; as all Plants that are, 
or ſhall be, were in the original Seed ; ſo that, if 
Solomon was to come again into the World, and 
learn this Philoſophy, he would be mightily fſur- 
priſed, that what he ſaid as a common Proverb 
in Reſpect of Vertues, and Vices, That there is 
nothing new under the Sun, is more extenſively 
_ literally true in Relation to Plants and Ani. 
mals, 11 | 


3. This Hypotheſis of R. de Graef, ſo rational 
and ſo plain, and grounded upon the Simile of 
Plants, which are actually contained in the 
Seed, had a general Approbation, eſpecially ſince 
ocular Inſpection cou'd trace the Ova from the Ova- 
ry down into the Tube, and the Bottom ot the 
Uterus ;- when this grand M yſtery of Nature was 
on a Sudden ſet in another Light, by the laborious 
Mr. Leewenhoeck. | 


He is the firſt, who, by the Help of Micro- 
ſcopes, diſcovered a vaſt Number of Anmalcula 


in Semine Maſculind. It is very —_— to ſee 
the prodigious Number of thoſe Vermiculi, like fo 
many Tad Poles, ſwimming every Way: They 
are ſo ſmall, that ſeveral Thouſands of Millions of 
them are not equal to a Grain of Sand, whoſe 


Diameter. is but the hundredth Part of an Inch. 


Leewenkceck has carried the Nicety ſo far, as to 
diſcern in the ſame Sperm, two Sorts of Animal- 
cula, which he judges to be for the Difference of 


Sexcs, but this laſt Diſeovery is not ſo clear 


and undeniable, as the others. 


. / 


=o 


SJ 


uncapable of getting Children, though in outward 


Appearance they ſeem to be well qualified; and 


to have no Manner of Defect. All this Leewen- 


hoeck has made evident, by ſo many Obſervations 
that the Truth of it cannot be brought in Queſ- 


are ex, Animale, which have all their Parts pre- 


exiſtent to Conception, according to their different 


4. At firſt View this Diſcovery ſeems to over- 
throw R. de Graef's H Ly the ſis, and to condemn 
the Reality and Uſe o 


wenhoeck, having on both- Sides a great Deal of 


Truth, and being partly grounded upon many ' 
undiſputable Experiments, and ocular Demonſtra- 


tion, tis better to reconcile them, as Dr. Gardener 
has happily done, by aſſerting, that the Ovam is 
the —_ Nidus, in which the Animalcule lodges 
it ſelf, and by which it is nouriſhed for a Time. 


Through what Duct, or Paſſage, the Animal- © 


culum comes to the Ouum, no Body can be poſitive, 


though the Fallopian Tube ſeems to be the neareſt 


way; but let it be done how it will, the Vermi- 
cule does certainly penetrate into the Ovum, as tis 


evident in Oviparous Animals, and by the Obſer-⸗ 


vation of Malpighius, who has often ſeen, before 
Incubation, in the Cicatricula of an Egg, the Ru- 
diments of an Animal, in the Shape ot a Tadpole, 
but could diſcern no ſuch Things in thoſe Eggs; 
which were not facundated. | 


1 * 


So that accordin p. to his Opinion, all Animals 
1 


the Ove as being chimeri- 
cal: But the Opinions of De Graef and of Lee- 


De. Har- 7 
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That theſe Animalculs are neceſſary towards 44 
the Formation of the Fetus, is plain from this, viz. . 
that Men, in whoſe Semen they are not ſeen, prove 1 
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Dr. Harvey, a long Time before Aſalpigbi 
and 3 ; with ö Adrien 
made the ſame Diſcovery, in the firſt Formation 
of 2 Chick *. It appears, ſays he, in the Shape of 


4 Vermiculus, ſuch as we obſerve in | the Knobs of| 
the Leaves of Trees, + eſpecially in the Center 


9 lis, where 4 limpid Liquor inſen ſibly grow. 
2 , and ſpreadin . ino op fas nta. 
ments, takes the Form of Galba or Worm. 
we'll fhew afterwards, that the Generation of all 
Animals is in the ſams Manner, from 8 Vermicutus 
— wan tis very wonderful, that all Sanguineom 
Animals, even Men themſelves, have, in their Begin. 
ning, that Shape and Con ſiſtence. 

2 hus we have three different Syſtems about 
and = -_ _—_— one, have 
en publiſhed : I don't pretend to | determi 
which of them is the Ar to pronounce — 
tween De Gra Loewenboeck and Dr. (Gardener, 
Let the Reader judge far himſelf; only I will 
obſerve, that tis certain, they all agree in this 
Particular, that the Parts of the Ftus are all ex- 


iſtent ſomewhere before Conceptiau, upon which 1 


propoſe theſe (Queſtions, 
| | f If, 


* Apharet nompe forma Vermicul, five Galbe fſent i 


Fraudibus anborum . prefertim vero in gallis quercinis, 


guarum in centro Liquor limpidus cuntinetur, qui ſev- 
ſm era ſſeſcaus et coagulatus, ſubtiliſtmis lineamontis Ar 
tur, Galbæque formam iuduit. Nos vero que 
rumlibet animalium generationem, eadem modo fieri decehinus * 
enmia nimirum animalia, etiam perſeta, finailiter ex. vexmiculo 
— Eft equidem, quod miremur, auimalium 
emnium, preſertim Sanguineorum, puta canis, equi, cervi, 
bovis, galline, Serpentis, Hominis denique ipſius primordia, tam 
plane Galbz ſguram et confiſt entiam reſerre, ut oculis Inter- 


5 noſcere wequeas, Harvey Exercit. 18. 


the 


en 


, Cans 2 

1h By what Means can the Mother's Buagina -. 

45, tien on a Sudden, without her Knowledge, oer | 
on, Conſent, and contrary to her Inclination, oblite- 
on rate the Lineaments of the Fans, which were pre- 


of Wl exiſtent to CO and ſubſiſting, even ſince 4 1 J 
dhe Creation of the World, and, in an Inſtant, 3 
ter produce ac, Limbs, with nem Articulations, gem \F 


w- W Artcrics and Veins, nem Glands with Lymphaticks: Wo | 
— I often! in ſome monſtrous” Births, when the Wow il 
man ls entirely ignorant of the Structure of the * 

Body * 


2dly, If Leewenhoeck's or Dr. Gardener's Notion © 1 
be true, by what Right has the Mother's wr 7 1 
any Influence upon the Body of the Færas, which | 
comes from the Semen virile, and which is confe- 


Ke, WW quently a diſtinct, and * Individuum, as it 1 
will de made appear in the next Chapter? © || 
*. | 6 N | * 1 44 ; 


1 eee 
r 
Te different S TAGES of the 
"| Child in Utero conſidered, 


The Fetus goes through three ſeveral Stages from 
the very firſt Beginning of Conception, till it comes 


mM 
6, 
. 
ts 
into the World, | .N 
o r. The firſt Stage, is when the Ovum is ſtill 1 
engaged in the Ovary, 017 3206 x 
» : Bl 
_ | ' * 
— 2. The | | 1 
8 | 4 


I. A 1 
2. The ſecond, when the Ovum, being actually 
F ſeparated from the Ovary, remains for ſome Time 
Iooſe, and without aabæ ſinn, either to the Fallopian 
Tube, or to the Bottom of the Lterus. 


: 3.1 he laſt Stage, is when the Ovum is ingraft- 
ed in the Utervs, by Means of the Placenta, aud 
the umbilical Veffels. 5 F 


4 ! will appear how difficult it is for the Mother's 
WE . > Imagination to reach the Child. A 


. Stage of the Fatus. 
Tube firſt Stage of the Fetus is when the Ovum 


Is till in the Ovary, of which I muſt give 2 ſhort 
| 7 . 5 wo», . Deſcription. | e 


HE. + 


Hy a 


1 Ovary is double, and two Fingers 


dn both Sides. In Women, who are come to Age 
of Maturity, they. are each of them about the 
Bigneſs of a Pidgeon's Egg, and covered with a 
. Membrane, which ſticks cloſe to their Sub- 
ance, and is not eaſily ſeparated. However, when 
it is removed, they appear ſoſt, and whitiſh, ha- 
=. ving, in the Interſtices of their Fibres, ſeveral ſmall 


. 3 I 
*' . 2. 10 * 
8 . * 
#, 
. of * 
* 


.-* - being boiled, has the ſame Smell, Taſte, Colour, 
and Conſiſtence, as the White of an Egg, when 
tis hardened, 4 NE) 


2. The Blood Veſſels, which are very - ſmall, 
make a great many Turnings and Windings, and 

| ſpread themſelves upon the Membranes of the YVe/i 
culæ, without going any farther, - : 
1 


12 ENS . If theſe ſeveral Changes be well conſideted, it 


2 5 Breadth diſtant from the Bottom of the Uterus 


round veſiculæ full of a clammy Liquor, which 


3. It 


ly 
me 


jan 


* 
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3. It is to. be obſerved, that, in the narrow 


Center of each Veſcula, is incloſed a ſmall round 


Body, which being pricked, aftords alſo a limpid 
Water like the other. This ſmall Body is properly 
the human Ovum, made up of two Coats, of the 
Colliquamentum, or the Humours deſigned tor the 
Nouriſhment of the Fætus, and of the Cicatricula, 
the Appartment deſigned for the Auimalculum, with 
the — This is the State of the Ovum 
before Frcundation. 

4. Ino proceed to examine the Ovum after 
Fecundation, The Liquor, in which the Ovum 
ſwims, dogs inſenſibly grow thick, and tough, 
like a glandulous Subſtance, and preſſing the Ovum 
on all Sides, and chiefly on the lower and under 
Part, where it 1s Joon to the Ovary, forces 
the tender Pedicu 10 there be any) to give 
Way. In the mean Time, the Fibres of the Ve- 
feula being pulled downwards, by a ſtrong Con- 
traction, open, on the Top, a {mall Foramen, thro' 
which the Ovym makes its Paſſage. On tother 
Side, the Extremity of the Fallopian Tube, embra- 
cing the Ovary, does by a vermicular Motion 
ſuck the Ovum into its Cavity, to be conveyed 
alterwards into the Bottom of the Ureras. 


Refleitions apon the firt Stage of the 
FoETUs. E 


"Tis caſy to judge by this Deſcription, Low 
difficult it is tor the Mother's Imagination to 
have any Power upon the Ouum, when tis incloſed 
in the Ovary, | 


IE. 3 * "4." 


C eng } 


I. *Tis very unlikely, that the Power of Fancy 
fhould be cxerted % Coitus tempore, for a par- 
ticular Reaſon, which I deliver in Fienus's own 
Words *. Parentes rei venere operam dlantes, ita 
gi toti um intenti, ut nitil alud cogitent Et 
ve /it nom, vel ſunt ſejuucti a rebus externis, & ita 
von habeant occafionem quid externum lmaginandi, 
pom, vm vel tale aliquid ex quo maguu ut aligued 
deſiderium, am Terror equi poſit. | 


IT. Dr. Harvey is of the ſame Mind, when he 
aflerts, that, i Coitu, the Ovary does neither {well 
nor increaſe its Bulk, '$ Tempore coitus, ſays he, 
Teftteuli, qui dicuntur | feminei | reque ampliores, 
nee repheti magis, quam antea, as a priſtiua ſua 
eonflitutione mutati. Now it the moſt violent of all 


Paittons, and the likeſt to affect the Ovary, cannot 


at the Time mentioned, by increaſing the Velocity 
of the Blood and Spirits, caufe an Alteration in 
the Ovary, Why ſhould Paſſions do it at other 
Times ? | | 5 


III. De Graef reckons in each Ovary above Twen- 
ty Veſiculæ, which, in the fame Inſtant, receive 
their Blood, by as many diſtinct Vellels branched 
from a bigger Trunk; Now, How can Huagind- 
tion diftinguiſh in that great Number the Ve/icu- 
la, which is deſigned for the Fatus © Should not 
all the Ova, or none, receive the S/gnature from 
Imagination ? 


IV. Pray take Notice, of tho great Care Nature 
bas taken, to preferve the Ouiin againſt the Hupetus 
of the Blood and of the Spirits. 


— 
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1. The Branch of the Artery, which goes to the 


Ovary is very ſtnall, and mukes 15 many Windings 
and Turnings, that the .Blood has loft the greateſt 
Part of its Motion, before it can reach the Ons. 


2. The Ovam is incloſed in a ſoft Subſtance; 
which breaks the Shocks, and Blows, that may 
happen: Befides the Czcatricala, where the Rudi- 
ments of the Fatas are to make their Appearance, 
has a double Mete, or Iitrenchment, viz. the Li- 
quor in which the Ovam ſwims, and the Colliqua- 
— contained in tne Coats of the Ovuꝶ it 
TIL. a | 


V. Tis very doubtful, whether the Ovum be 
joined to the Veſicula by any continuous Veliels, 
and Fibres ; tis more likely, that the Adheſion is 
only by Jppofition, and Contigulty. 


1. The fœcundated Ovum comes out of the Veſt 
cuia into the Tabe with a much greater Facility, than 
we can believe to be poſſible, if it was firmly tyed 
to the Ovary by many Veſſels and Sinews, Go. 


2. In Birds, the Ova have no other Connexiofi 
to the Yitellary, than by Contiguity. * The Stall 
* of the Vitellus is hollow, and membranaceous, 
and extends from the Root of the Bunch; to the 
Fitellus, Which it has no ſooner reached, but it 
© dilates, and giving it an outward Coat, etnbracts 
© almoſt the whole y ref except in the moſt re- 
© mote Part of the Stalk, where a large Line aps 
© pears, and where no Atteries nor Veins are con- 
ſpicuous: Upon &. Account; it is not * 

2 | ret 
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© red. This is the only Place of the Vitellus, tio 
© which is not covered with an outward Coat; as ap- 
© pears clearly, by blowing into the Hollow of 
þ 4 

the Stalk, for immediately the outward Coat 
ſwells; and though it ſticks firmly to ſuch Eggs 
Aas are not ripe, yet in others, that arc come to 
Maturity, it gives Way, and the Litellus drops 
of it gell or is expelled by the Contraction o 
'© the Fibres of the external Membrane, and, con- 
© veyed by the Infundibulum into the Uterus, the 
© external Membrane remaining adherent to the 
© Stalk : Therefore, after Fabricius and Harvey, R. de 
© Graef does call it Calix, upon the Account of F 
© their Likeneſs, | as 


3. That, ſuch is the Caſe of the human Orum, is p 
very probable, from the uſual Method of Nature, 0 
which loves Simplicity and Unitormity, in all Pro- nc 
ductions; and why ſhould the Ovum be here in a 0 
different Condition than it is in the ſecond Stage, 

where, as I'll deſcribe it in a little Time, it is 

nouriſhed and increaſed conſiderably, without the 

_ to the Tubes or to the Bottom of the 
Feris | 


I conclude from thence, that the Ouum is only 
lodged in the Veſicula as a Ball in a Socket, and 
having no ſtronger T'yes than thoſe of Contiguity, 
J ſee no Reaſon, though it is incloſed in the Mo- 
ther's Body, why it ſhonld not be reputed to 
be criginally a diftin® Individuum, upon which 
her iinagiuation has no Power, nor Authority. 


22 — — 2 — 


VL But to diſpleaſe no Body, I am very willing 

to allow, that the Ovum is one of the Partes Inte- 
grantes of the Mother's Body; yet, even after that 
Suppoſition, I think it impoſſible for her Imagina- 
| Se tion 
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tion to make any Impreſſion upon the Fætus in this 


For if a Ligature, or a hard Preſſure be made 
upon a Sinew, or an Artery, their lower Parts do 
entirely loſe their Communication with the Heart, 
and the Cerebrum, and are, for that Time, wholly 
deprived of Motion, and of feeling, and if the 
Cauſe be not ſoon removed, they remain uſeleſs 
for ever. | | e | 


r 
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For that very Reaſon, tis not in the Power f 1 
Fancy to affect the Ovum after Conception; ſince, 1 
as I have obſerved before, the Liquor, in which 4 
it did ſwim, growing into a hard Subſtance, | 
preſſes, like a Tourniquet upon the Pedicul of the 1 
Ovum, and ſtrangling the Veſſels, cuts off all Man- h 
ner of Communication between the Mother and the 
Ovum, ſo that Imagination can command that Part 
no more, than a Man Paralytical is able to move 3 
his Limbs, 4 | Y 


The ſecond STaGz of the Fetus. | 1 


The ſecond Stage of the Fetus, is when the 
Ovam has left the original and native Place of its 
Habitation, and is paſſing through the Fallopian þ 
Tube into the Bottom of the Uterus, in both which |: 
Places, it is viſibly Joo/e, and without any Aabe- 
on tor a conſiderable Time; for it remains in 
We Condition for ſeveral Weeks after Fœcun- i 

at10n, | | 


* In | P! | 
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* In ſome Brutes, the Adbeſſm is not compleat 
till towards the Middle of Geftation, notwithſtand- 
ing the Increaſe and Bulk of the Animal. 

And yet the ſeveral Functions relating to Life 

are 2 independant on the Mother. The 
Heart moves, the Blood, ſuch as it is then, circu- 
lates, the Juices are filtrated, the Body is nouriſh- 
ed and increaſed ; in ſhort, the Cerebrnm and the 
Genus Neroi/im do their Duty, and all this without 
the leaſt Adheſion to the Uterus. ITS 
_ *Tis plain, that in this Stage, the Fætus is an 
Individuum diſtinct and ſeparate from the Mother's 
Body, and that conſequently her Imagination can 
have no Effect upon the Child. . 

All our Faculties are limitted: There are cer- 
tain Bounds, beyond which they cannot exert their 
Strength; let our Paſſions be never fo Molent, yet 

\ they are confined within the Sphere of the Mind, 

and of the Body: By what Mayick then is the 
Imagination of one Being, capable to affect ano- 
ther, which is wholly and entirely a different Iu- 
dividuum ? X | 


It 


* xi nterum ovis, quinque Septimanis Impregnatum, & 
e nulleb; 1 jundtum, Wilhelm Langley. de 
general. Animal. 7 

Sai & Eqaz carveſam Hinjusmodi copulum nos ba bent. Harv, 

dle uteri memb, 8 

Equa Sui proxima t ureres pri Geſtationis menſibus 
apertus, ſuilli inſtar, ſætum nondum cobærentem dimittit, nec alla 
Placentæ aut glandularum prodit, Needham. cap. J. 

Is Sue, cujus uterus omnium ſimpliciſimus, ſi in prioribus ſeb- 
rimams fere uſque ad medium geſtationi: rempus Settionem inſti- 
tueris, Invenies membranam banc tenue Serum pauſatim exundan- 
tem, quod a cborio confeſtim imbibitur, min ime tamen ad bern 


utero chorion. ibid, 
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If this be well conſidered and weighed, by the 
Inagiuaticnifts, I hope they will ceaſe to be ſo 
clamorous, or at leaſt, ſo uncharitable, as to fright 
honeſt Women with Bug- bears, and dreadful to- 
ries, during the No. aabefm of the Fatns. to the 


Tube, and to the Bottom of the Uterns, I beg o 


them ta diftingyifh Times, and to be” fo fair, as 
to declare roundly to timorous People, © Inagrma- 


© tiou is not in Seaſon; you may, for feveral - 
c 


© Weeks, long without any ill Confequence ; the 
© Child ſhall not receive any bad Impreffion from 
your rambling Fancy. | | 


The third S ra oH of the Fertus examined. 


No doubt, but the Imaginationtfis have great 


Hopes to retrieve their Adttairs in the third, and 
laſt Stage, of the Frtus, when it does ftrongly 
adhere to the Uterus by the Help of the Placeriza'; 
but their ExpeQations, I hope, will prove frivo- 
lous. 1 ny 
This Stage is the longeſt of the three, ſince it 
does continue as far as the Time of the Birth, but 
it is not effentially difterent from the ſecond, the 


Fatus remaining ſtill a diſtin&t naividuum from the 


Mother, with whom it is united by no other Me 
than Contignity, and conſequently out at the Sphere 
of her Imagination. | > 

The Fatus in the ſecond Stage is like a Plant, 
which is looſe in the Water, or in a ſoſt Mudd, 
where it ſpreads its Fibres, and whence the Nou- 
riſhmenr is attracted, the Water all the while per- 
mitting, but not promoting the Sucfion. 


The Fetus, in the laſt Sruge, being encreaſed and 


in Danger ot being totted to and fro, and ot pre- 


ling too hard upon the Neck of the Uzeras, and, 
belides requiring a greater Quantity ot nutritious 
N Juice 


\ 


. * 
3 f / 
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Juice than before ; the Fætus, I ſay, may be com- 
pared with the ſame Plant, which does, upon the 

Account of its Bulk, want to be removed from the 
Water into the Ground, for à better Support, and e 
for an Increaſe of Nouriſhment, hi | 
If, in this Stage, the Fetus is reputed to be Part : 
of the Mother, tis in the ſame Senſe, that an hy. Is 
tree is ſaid to be Part of the Tree, or of the Wall, N 
which it cleaves to, and from which it cannot 
be ſeparated, without ſome Trouble and Difficulty. 
For notwithſtanding the ſtrong Adheſion of the 
Ovum to the Uterus, tis certain, that, whatever 
Blood-Veſſels and Sinews. were paſling, if any, in 
the firſt Sage, from the Mother to the Child, have 
been entirely cut off in the ſecond Stage There 
is no common Circulation of Blood between them, 
no Communication of Animal Spirits, they have 
not the ſame Senſation ; what the Mother feels is 
nothing to the Fetus, one may be in Pain, when 
the other is eaſy; one ſleeps, and the other is a- 
wake; and very often-the Mother is dead, when 
the Child is ſtill alive. | e 

_ ?Tis true, that the Fatus does draw its Nou- 
riſhment from the Uterss, but tis inſenſibly, and 
like a Vegetable, which makes no Return to the 
Earth, of what it receives from the Ground. In 

ſhort the Child is as diſtinct from the Mother, as 

an Infant, which is at the Breaſt, is ſeparate from 

the Nurſe, upon whoſe Milk it feeds, and 'tis gno 
more poſſible for the Mother's Imagination to act 

upon the Fætus in Utero, than for a Nurſe, by 

her Fancy, to make upon the ſucking Babe any 
Mark or Impreſſion. | 5 

In. Oppoſition to this, Dr. Turner pretends, 

that there is a Circulation of the Blood from the 
Mother to the Child, and back again, by Means 

of the Placenta, the Veſſels ol which, both Veins 


and 
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and Arteries In;fculate with thoſe of the Uterns: 
How many learned, and skilful Anatomifts, Dr. 
Turner can muſter on his Side, he knows beſt ; in 
the mean Time, I anſwer, | | 


I. That, though it ſhould be granted, that there 
is a Circulation of the Blood between the Mother 
and the 'Fztas, yet its Impetus is broke before it 
can reach the Body of the Child, and conſequently, 
tis difficult to underſtand, how it is able to make 
any particular Impreſſion upon the Embryo. 


I. The Urerusin regnant Women is ſungous 
and ipongy 3 the Blood-Veſſels come from a 
Zra 


thin Branch, and don't go in a ſtrait Line, but 
wind about, and make ſeveral Turnings, and are ſo 
much relaxt, that their Cavity may receive the 
End of one's Finger; 'tis then chſy to conceive, 
that the Blood cannot circulate through the ſeveral 


Farts of the Lterus with any conſiderable Velocity, : 


2. The Placenta ſtands in the Way to give a new 
Check to the Violence of the Blood, as well as the 
Structure of the umbilical Vein, * which in its 
Courſe, takes a Compaſs of three or four Ells; 
making a moſt admirable Texture like a Net. 


3. When the Blood does enter the Body of the 
Child, it flows in an uniſorm Stream, and is equals 
= diſtributed to the ſeveral Parts of the Ftus ; 

by then is one Part more affected by the Mo- 
ther's Fancy than another? Has the Blood Senſe 
and Reafon, to chuſe one Limb before another, 
and to know the Intent and Meaning of Imagina- 


tion; and what Sorts of Marks are beſpoken? 
ä | Upon 


R 


* Arant. Cap. 3, 
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Upon this, ſome Authors have had lonely a 
ſtrange Notion; for they believed, that the Accidents 
that Is, the Shape an&£olour of the Objects fo 
much deſired, flying through the Air, and entring 
the Imagination of the Woman, were received by 

the Spirits, and, floating in the Blood for ſome 
Time, were inſenſibly driven to the Superficies of 
the Skin: So that I find, that the Dogms of 
Tranſubftantiation and of Inagination have had the 
Fate to be defended by very near the fame Prin- 
ciples. © | 


ace n of the Bow 
the Mother to the Child, and back again, as 
Dr. Turner does aſſert. ä | 


1. This Circulation appears to be ſuperfluous, 
and unneceſſary, ſince in the /econd Stage, the Fetus 
is nouriſhed, and increaſed without it; Is Nature 
on a Sudden, become fickle, and inconſtant in its 
Proceedings, contrary to its uſual Cuſtom ? 


2. That Circulation, promoted by two different 
and unequal Powers, would be very dangerous and 
detrimental. In the Fætus, the Heart is ſmall, 
the Pulſation weak, and obſcure, and the Motion 
of the Blood ſlow and langid : On the contrary, 
the Mother's Heart is large, and the Circulation 
performed with Strength and Velocity. How can 

| | the 


— 


* Accidentia Fatui imprimuntar. Roder. a Caſtro. Cap. 
11. —— Ubi Mulier aliquid vehementer appetit, illud ſemper 
Animo voluit, quo fit, wt ſpiritus ipſos, rei deſideratæ forma 
fignret, Siritus vero formati figura rei defiderate dum miſ- 
centur ſanguini, quo nutritur Fætus, imprimunt ei eandem u- 


ram, ex ſanguine vero dum caro 0 natur, neceſſatia et cadem 
fg: rats remanet i ſa, Mercurial. | 


. = > ww a — —U— — 
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the Fetus keep Pace with the Mother? Is it not 
plain, that the Uterine Arteries would -fling into 
the Fetus more Blood, than 'tis poſſible to be re- 
conveyed to the Mother by the umbilical Arte- 
ries? | 


3. That the Circulation of the Blood in the Fatus 

is diſtinct from that of the Mother, appears by the 
Difference in the beating of the Arteries, which 
have not, on cach Side, an equal Number of Pul- 
ſations in an equal Space of Time, which is ob- 

| ſerved eaſily, * if you put one Hand upon the 
Mother's Pulſe, and the other upon the umbilical 
String. This is to be underſtood, of what is uſual, 
for ſome particular Circumſtances of the Mother, - 
or Child may accidentally cauſe an Alteration in 


A the Pulſe for a Time. 


10 
a 4. Tis certain, that before Pregnancy, the Veing 
: and Arteries of the Uterus are all matched toge- 

ther: Pray, where are to be found any idle U- 
A terine Veſſels, to joyn with thoſe of the Placenta © 
d 


5. That Union cannot be allowed, + becauſe there 
is no Proportion in Quantity, between the Veins 
q and Arteries of the Uterus, and the Capillary Veſ- 


5 ſels of the Placenta, which arc innumerable. 

4 6. Tis difficult to underſtand, how the uterine 
| Arteries can meet with the amvbilicat Veins, and 
* | N vice 
. R 3 

A * Certum eſt, Arterias illas, non Matris, ſed corats protrij 
. virtute agitari, quippe Rhythmum. Sive ordinem a matris pulſu 


diver ſum obtinent : idque facile experiri licet, ſi manum alceram 
tarpo m ctrit, alteram umbilici funiculo admoveris. Harv. Exer. 
4 de umbil. | 


7 Arant. de Hum far. c. 7. Harv. Exer. {i 
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vice verſa, the umbilical Arteries with the uterine 
Veins, except they have Senſe and Reaſon, to 
know one another. | w 
Dr. Turner's Objection does not make void my 
Aſſertion. Tis taken from the Operation of the 
Hair-lip, I might as well ask you, ſays he, when 
the Sides are excoriated in order to their Symphi- 
ſis, how the Blood Veſſels find out each othir, for 


circalating that Fluid as in the other Parts, 


as / they had never ſufjered a Solution »f their 


Continuity, 

J anſwer, that in this Caſe, the Veſſels are very 
few, and 'tis enough for the capillary Branches of 
the Arteries to force an inconfiderable Quantity of 
Blood, through the Pores of the muſcular Fibres ; 
but the Queſtion is about a large Bundle of Veins 
and Arteries promiſcuouſly intermixed, and how 
they can each of them join, and inoſculate with 
Veſſels of a proper Denomination to anſwer the 


Deſign. 


7. The Union is impoſſible; for the Flux of the 
arterial Blood, which generally is very ſtrong, mult 
in Courſe repulſe the Veins at their very firſt Ap- 
my and prevent their Anaſtomoſis with the Ar- 
teries | 


8. If the Blood: Veſſels of the Uterus were joyned 
with thoſe of the Placenta, would not the Dilace- 
ration at eyery Birth be ſo confiderable, as not to 
be . cured without a great deal of Difficulty, and 
eminent Danger, ſo much Blood the Arteries, tho 
never ſo ſmall, would diſcharge in a ſhort Time? 


9. The Falſity of the Anaflome/is of the Veſſels 
of the Uterus and Placenta, is dilcovered by Com- 


paratire Anatomy, for in Vitulis, the ſeveral Auſulæ, 


Or 
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or Branches of the umbilical String do' terminate 
by carneous Papille, if I may fo call them 
from their Shape, which are received into ſo many 
Sockets in the Colyledau or Caruncule next to 
the Womb. 3 ene e 

Tis only by theſe Papille, that the Vitulus has 
any Communication with the (ters, and yet th 
may without any Dilaceration, or the leaſt Effafion 
of Blood be-drawn out of their Sockets; by which 


it appears, that the Blood-Veſſcls' of the Mother 


are not continuous to thoſe of the Fetus, nor 
do enter into them. Unde Patet, ſays Stenon, vaſs 
ſanguinas Matris non Contiuuari cum vaſis ſangui- 


neis Fetus. 


10. Laſtly, what ſeems to be a ſtreng, and in- 
vincible Argument is, that if there was, us tis pre- 
tended, a Entinuity of Veſſels, and ſuch a Trens- 
fuſion of Blood, the Fætas ſhould bleed to Death 
upon the Separation of the Placenta from the Utes 
rug without a previous Ligature apon the Funis. 
But on the contrary, no Flux of Blood does follow 
ſo long as the Fætus does continue adhering to the 
Placenta, and in that Condition it 8 alive 
ſor a conſiderable Time, even for Three Days, as 
I have known it in a Child, which a barbarous Mo. 
ther had left in a rivate Place, and which did re- 
ceive no conſiderable Damage: What greater Proof 
can we have, that the Circulation is not in Part- 
nerſhip, and that the Furus does return nothing to 
the Nerus ? nnn 


III. T he Origin of the Plssenta, and of the 


umbilical Vrſſels, the Nature of their Adhefion to 
the Uterus, the Quality of the Notrthment con- 
veyed to the Fetus, and the Manner of its Recep- 
tion don't ſeem favourable to this pretended Cir- 
culation, j I, No 


—— ——— CD — —— — 
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1. No Blood · Veſſels ſhoot out of the Uterys, to 


embrace or enter the Placenta; for, as I have ſaid 
before, there would be ſuch a Deperdition of Sub- 
ſtance in the Delivery, that the Cure ſhould be 
very difficult, or impoſſible. . 

e chief Alteration, that is perceived in the 
Uterus, is that before Impregnation, it is whitiſh, 
and membranaceous, but, in pregnant Women, tis 
fungous, and ſpongy, and the Veſſels grow ſo much 

in Breadth, that tis impoſſible for them to do it 
in Length, | 


e fo 
2. The umbilical Veſſels are not the Product of of 
the Uterus, but are originally in the Ovum, and Bl 
come by Degrees to Perfection; they are not only 
continuous to the Feths, but they are ſeen even ar 
before any Adheſion to the Uterus. Tos W 
The ſame is to be ſaid of the Placenta, The 


. firſt Rudiments of which are like a woolly Sub- { 
ſtance on the Outſide of the Chorion; it becomes U 


afterwards red and carnous, and increaſes as the fi 
Fætus grows bigger. 


3. If the Uterus ſends no Veſſels into the Pla- 
centa, on the Contrary the Placenta ſends a great 
many Fibres into the Uterus, For the U nder-part 

of the Placenta is full of a vaſt Number of Fibrille, 
by which it adheres to the Uterus. 

It we look upon theſe Fibrillæ as Tendrels, tis 
caſy to conceiye, that they have no great Difficulty 
to penetrate into the large Pores, and ſpongy Sub- 
ſtance of the Uterus, to which they ſtick firmly for 
ſeveral Months, as we ſee Roots of Herbs, Shurbs, 
and Trees, make their Way through thick Planks, 


hard Stones and Walls, and ſtrongly adhere to 
them. | 


From 


'( nay 5) 
From thenee we may eaſily anſwer Dr. Turner's 
Queftion, Why a great Flux of Blood does com- 
monly follow the Drawing of the Placenta from 
the Uterus ? For the Fibrille are ſo blended with 
the uterine. Cells, that they can hardly be ſepa- 
rated without a Solutio Continui ; The like we 
ſee in Walls, which loſe a Part of the Mortar, 
when you pull off the Plant, which adheres to them: 
So the Flux muſt continue ſo long as the Uterus is 
dilated, and till it can contract. 


4. The Fibrille do inſenſibly attract the nutri- 
tious Juice into the Sides of the Capillary Veſſels 
of the umbilical Vein, where it is mixed with the 
Blood, and conveyed to the Fætus. 

But all theſe Ribrills, which enter the  Uterus, 
are Receivers, or Sckers, like the Roots of Plants 
which receive the Juice trom the Earth, but don't 
return it, That appears, by what I have ſaid be- 
fore, that when the Placenta is ſeparated from the 
_ neither Blood; nor any other Juice, gan 

rom it. | 


5. Learned Men * are of Opinion, that the true 


Nouriſhment of the Fætus is a milky Mucilage 
which is ſeparated by the uterine Glands into the 


ſpongious Cells, and afteywards imbibed by the Fi- 
brille of the Placenta. 
Two 


Exiſtimamus itaque non Sanguineni, aft lafleum quendam 
flumorem We qui ab. Utero ad Fætum deſertur; quia Glandule 
in Glanduliferis et Placente in Placemiferis ab Urero ita ſejunzi 


foſſunt, ut ne guttula quidam Sanguints effinat, ſed ejur loco, fe 


premantur, lafteus quidem Humor prodeat, quam a materno Sar- 
gue ita ſegregari credimus, ut-lac in Mammis, quod front In- 
Jantis ore, ſic ille venarum umbilicalium oſculis excipitur, 


De Graef de Mulxr, Organ. Cap. 15. 


2 
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Two Reaſons ſeem to prove it. 1. As ſoon us 
the Uterus does contract its Fibres after the Birth, 
and return to its former 1 * and its membrana- 
ceous Subſtance, then the Milk, which the ſpongy 
Parts are full of, docs fly to the Breaft in great 
Abundance, for the Nouriſhmcnt of the Child 
2. By comparative Anatomy, we know, that in 
 Glandaliferous Animals the Uterus is full of that 
ſlimy Juice. * in 


— 
2 1 


Wann 7 . 


D 
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6. Let the Nouriſhment be what it will, there 
ſeems to be no impelling Force on the Mother's 
Side, the attractive Faculty being in the Ovum, as 
in the Roots of Vegetables in Reſpect of the 

Earth, and conſequently the nutritious Juice does 
not enter the. Fibrillæ in a full Stream, but by a 

flow and languid Motion, proportionable to the 
Neceflity of the Futus. 


2 
1 


AA 


7, From thence I draw theſe Concluſions. x, 
That the Frtus in the third Stage is not e//entially 
different from what it was in the ſecond, having 4 
a diſtinct and ſeparate Circulation of the Blood 
within itfelf, and proper vital Functions on its. own 
Account. 2. That the Child adheres to the Lie- 
us, as a Plant docs to the Ground. 3. That l © 
it is no Part of the Mother, but a diſtinct Indi- 
viduum, according to Dr. Harvey's * ſtrong and g 
beautiful Expreſſions, which chiefly relate to the 
two laſt Stages of the Fetus. Certe concludendum In 
© eft, Ovum etiam in Ovario dum eft, Matris anima iſ © 
© 708 vivere; ſed eſſe inſtar filij Em: ncipati a prima 
© Origine, 2 arborum Glandes et ſemiua a plantis 
© ablata, Haud ulttrius earundem partes eftimands 


© ſunt ; 


* Exer. 26. 
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c ſunt; ſed ſui juris facta, que propria, inſſtague 

« potelitia vegetativa Jam vitam degant. Certainly 

© we muſt conclude, that the Ovam, even when it 
is in the Ovary, has a Liſe diſtin&t from the Mo- 
© ther's. And that from its firſt Origin, is, as a 

© Son Emancipated, like Acorns and Seeds, which, | 
© being once ſeparated from the Plants they came 1 
© from, are no more to be eſteemed any Part of | 
© them, but are their own Maſters, living by their 
proper and natural vegetative Power. 

And conſequently the Mother's Imagination alone 
, 4s IN cannot do the Fætus the leaſt Injury at any Time 
the whatſoever, by imprinting any Stigmata upon its 
oes Body, which is a diſtinct Individuum, and out of 
va the Sphere of her Fancy. 


the | 

| Cnae. X. 
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ing 4 Skitch of the Cauſes of Marks and De- | 
. Hh formites. 

Wn | L 

te- 


hat T HIS Subject is ſo copious, that T hope, 
the Reader will be ſatisfied with a few | 
nd general Remarks, upon which all others depend. 14 
the What Neceſſity is there, to have Recourſe to | | 
um Inaginary Cauſes, when Marks and Deformities 
ma can be accounted tor in a natural Way? | 
ma Why ſhould we be ſurprized at ſome Irregu- 
ts larities on the Skin rms | other Parts of the 
Body? Don't we ſee the like every Day upon 
t ; WM Vegetables, though they are not capable of na- 
er ? They have their Moles, their hairy - | 
arts, their Diſcolourations, their Excreſcences, | 
and, now and then, ſuch odd Shapes, as to make | 
8 ſtran ge 


( 139 ) 
ſtrange Repreſentations of Animals, or other Things, 
and all this without the Help of Fancy. 

If a due Catalogue was drawn of ſuch Irregu. 
larities in the Body of Children, as are ſuppoſed 
to proceed from the Mother's Imagination, they 
would appear to be the ſame over and over again, 
with no great Difference, and capable to be redu. 
ced into certain Claſſes: Does not this intimate, W fa 
that they proceed from the Laws of Motion, and 
the Structure of the Organs? | 

There are many conſiderable Deformities, which 
are never referred to Imagination, viz. the irregu- 
lar Conformation of the Viſcera, &c. Is the whole 
Empire of the Microcoſin ſo divided between Na. 7 
ture and Imagination, that one rules within, and W F 
the other governs the outward Parts? 4 

Detormitics ought not to be ſo amazing as the 

wondertul Usi/crmity, that does commonly reign I 7 
E 
a 
T 
1 
I 
c 
c 


among living Creatures of all Kinds. This may 
be taken at firſt for a Paradox, but the Truth of 
it will _ plain, if we conſider, that the origi- 
nal Rudiments of Animals in the Creation, being 
infinitely ſmall, and compoſed of a prodigious Num- 
ber of very minute Parts, which the leaſt Shock 
may put out of Order, have conſequently been all 
along threatned with Ruin and Deſtruction, and yet 
they have perſiſted whole and entire, except in tew r 
extraordinary Caſes, which are accounted for by 
theſe ive Keaions, I. The Variety of Particles, 
- and of their Combinations. 2. The Diſtempers of MW | 
Children in Utero, 3. The Interruption of the In- 
creaſe of ſome Parts in the Child. 4. Force and | 


Violence upon the Body of the Futus. 5. Mis- 


ſortunes from Inheritance, and the Tran/migra- 
tion of the Ora. 
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I. The Variety of Particles and of their Combina- 
tions, the firft Cauſe of Marks in Chilaren, 


So great is the Variety of Atoms, that very learn- 
ed Philoſophers have been of Opinion, that there 
are not two that be both alike. However tis cer- 
tain, that we don't find two Bodies exactly the 
fame; as for Inſtance, there are not two Leaves of 
the ſame Dimenſions, and though they have Si- 
militude enough to entitle them to ſuch a Deno- 
mination, yet they differ ſomewhat in Shape and 
Bigneſs. | r 

"Tis the ſame in Men: As we differ in 


| Looks, ſo the ſeveral Particles, that make up the 


Fibres, and the Fibres that make up one Body, 
do differ from thoſe of all others. 

Tis eaſy to obſerve the Truth of this upon 
Bones, and Blood Veſſels. Take never fo — 
Bones of the ſame Kind, and of the ſame Bigneſs, 
as near as poſhble, yet you will find a vaſt Difſe 
rence in. their Shape, in their Cavities, in their 
Heads and Protuberances ; and, what is more re- 
markable, in the Number, Place, and Diſpoſition 
of the Foramina through which the Blood Veſſels 
come in, and go out. | > 

This alſo proves, that Arteries and Veins have 
not, 1n all Men, the very ſame Diameter, Situation, 
and Branches, which, now and then, cauſes Phle- 
botomy to be difficult and dangerous: In ſore 
the Artery is ſo deep, that the Pulſe cannot be 
felt? In others it creeps upon the Superficics of 
the Skin; and ſometimes tis ſo framed, that the 
Pulſe appears to be intermittent. 

This is called Laſus Nature, which does cafily 
account for ſeveral Singularities, and 2 
tor thoſe Diſcolourations, which, according to 


People's 
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People's Fancy receive divers Names, either of 
an Apricock, of a Peach, or a Mulberry, &c. 
And, as they depend upon the Blood-Veſlels 
being too fuperticial, or numerous, there's no Won- 
der, if they make a greater Shew in the Fruit Sea- 
ſon, or Summer-Time, when the Blood is rarefied, 
and in a Ferment, than in Minter, when it is more 
concentred, r 


II. Diftempers of Children in Utero, the ſecond 
Cauſe of Marks and Deformities. 


The Fætus, as I have ſhewn before, is a diſtinct 
Individuum; it has the Circulation of the Blood 
independant on the Mother, its own Genus nerve 
ſum, a ſeparate Secretion of Juices, and all the 
Functions of animal OEconomy in it telf, 

Upon that Account we ſee, that a weak Mother 
has ſometimes a very ſtrong and luſty Child, and vice 
verſa, that Infants are feeble and lickly, when the 
Parents have been all along in good Health. 
There's no Manner of Doubt but Children in 
the Womb are as liable to Diſtempers, as if they 
were born. They are not exempted ' trom Cata- 
rats, and Eutta Serena, from Varices and Aneuriſms 


from the YeJlow-Faundice, and from the Store an 
Gravel. | | 


They are ſubject to the Dropy, and particular- 


ly to the Hydrocephalon, to Convulſſions, and even 
Epileptical Fits, according to the Obſervation of 
Hypccrates, who, in his Book de Morbo ſacro, at- 
_ that this Diſtemper has its Beginning in 
Fero. . | 

They have Obſtructions, which by depriving ſome 
Parts of due Nouriſhment, and turning the Humours 
upon | others, afe apt to make them Ricketty, 
For Dr. Gliſſan, Chap. 10. ſpeaks of one who 


WAS 


ere 


( 34:3 
was born with that Infirmity, and whoſe Neck 
and Spine were ſo weak, that they could not bear 
the Weight of the Head. In eo, ſays he, Spina 
Dorſi et Collum adeo erunt debilia, ut nulla ratione 
valerent grandiuſculum Caput ſuftinere. . 
They want, now and then, the uſual Perfora- 


tions of the Anus and Vulva. Parey does alſo 


take Notice, that they have conſiderable Impoſt- 
umes and Ulcers, which afterwards are eaſily miſta- 
ken for Cuts and Wounds. LES 

Should it not be'very ſtrange and unaccountable, 
and even next to a Miracle, if a tender Body, able to 
receive the leaſt Impreſſion, did not diſcover out- 
wardly, by ſome Marks or Deformities, the ſad Ef- 
fects of ſo many Diſtempers? | : 

There's a particular Infirmity Children bring 
into the World, which J beg leave to call Hernia 


Spinalis: Tis a watery Tumor about the lower 
Part of the Spine, which proves generally to be mor- 


n | | 

Hildanus * has thought fit to change this Swel- 
ling into a Fritter, occaſioned by the Mother's 
Imagination, © For a careleſs Maid not having made 
the Fritters to pleaſe the Palate of her Miſtreſs, 
* the Gentlewoman was in due Time brought to 
* Bed of a Female Child, extraordinary feeble 


and extenuated with a round Swelling, near the 


* Os Sacrum, full of Water and Wind, as big as 


0 


© a Gooſe-Ege, and of the Shape of Artolagani, qui 


veluti Vento inflato extuberant. One had thought, 
that the Sight of the Fritters making the Gentle- 
woman's Mouth water, the Deformity ſhould have 
been about the Child's Lips; but it ſcems the 
Mother applied her Right-hand to another Place; 

DRXTAA 


* Hildan, Cent. 3 56. 
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DExzxA locum illum fricaverat. This is indeed 
a material Point in Hiſtory, and a great Improve- 
ment of natural Knowledge, to inform us, that the 
Woman was not left-handed! 3 

Tulpius, in his Obſervations, 4b. 3. c. 29. ſpeaks 
of this dg : By the Deſcription he gives, 
tis caſy to judge, that, in this Caſe, the Vertebræ 
are not cloſe, but at ſome Diſtance ; and that the 
Membranes, which cover the Medulla, being relaxed 
by a Flux ot Humours, do come out through the 
Jpening, and make a Bag, which is of the ſame 
Nature, as the Hernia, but incurable. 


III. The Increaſe of ſome Parts of the Fœtus being 
interrupted, the third Cauſe of Marks and De- 

formities in Children. . 

The Parts of the Fætus are delineated at once 
in the Ovum, but they don't all increaſe in the 
ſame Proportion; ſome making their Appearance 
very ſoon, when others are not obſerved till a long 
Time after, or never appear, if an Impediment 
be in the Way. | 1 

For if the Fietus be diſtempered, the Obſtruct- 
ion of the Veſſels may put a Stop to the Nutri- 
tion of ſome Parts, Which remain in their firft 


State without any Improvement, whilſt others come 


to their full Perfection. 

In that Caſe, the Phenomena appear ſo odd, 
that they are immediately decreed «= pronounced 
to be . and put to the Score of the Mo- 
ther's Imagination, though there's nothing in it, 
but what is according to the Courſe of Nature in 
the Beginning of the Formation of the Fætus, 
and before it comes to its full Accompliſhment. 
Few Inſtances will make this plain to the 3 

| 1. 2 
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1. The Cerebrum, and Cerebellum do look at firſt 
like two watery Bladders, afterwards they chan, 
from a very clear Water into a Coagulum, which is 
only covered with a thin Membrane. Ia Capite, 
ſays Harvey, circumcreſcente membrana, ex aqua lim- 
pidi ſſima Cerebrum concinnatur Cerebrum et 
Cerebellum ex limpidi ſſima aqua in Cagulum cal- 
loſum denſantur. | | . | 

That's the Reaſon that ſome Children are born 
without any viſible Cerebrum You have this Caſe 
in Blegny's Journals, April, 1680. | Ol. 3. Pella 
fine Cerebro nata. In tota Cranij Capacitate nibil 
præter aquam limpidam deprebendere licuit, omnino 
adimplentem membranas, nullo præſente Cerebro, aut 
Subftantia ſolida. A Girl born without Brain, and 
lived frve Days. There was in the Cavity of the Cra- 
nium not hing but clear Water, which filled the Mem- 
branes without Brain, or any ſolid Subftance. No 
Doubt but the Cerebrum of this Girl, upon the 
Account of ſome Obſtructions, remained in its pri- 
mitive State, and appeared wateriſh, 


2. What's the Reaſon that the Cooper's Wife was 
delivered of a Child with the Viſcera hanging out 
of the Abdomen ? I anſwer, that they are ſo in 
the Fetus for a confiderable Time, and that this 
Child had probably ſome Diftemper, which hin- 
dred the Growth of the Tnteguments. * © In huma- 
© no Fætu Cutis, parteſque omnes Cutaneæ, ulti- 
mo loco perficiuntur; Viſcera omnia, et 
Inteſtina intra corporis Cavum non reconduntur ? 
In a human Fœtus, the Skin, and all skinny Parts 


come laſt to Perfection; — the Viſcera and the 
Inteſtines are not ſbut up in the Cavity of the Body. 
But 


* Harv, Exer · 69. 
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But the ingenuous and unaccountable Confeſſion 
of Gregory Horftius, the only Publiſher of that 
dreadſul Caſe, deſerves to be recorded: For, af. 
ter he has made a great Noiſe about the Cauſe of 
that Deformity, at laſt, he 1s forc'd to own, 
that Imagination had very little or nothing to do 
in it, becauſe the Work was ready done, and at 
Hand, * verifimile videtur © Inaginationem totum 
© hoc negotium peregiſſe, quatenus tunc temporis 
© rite quidem formata fuerint viſcera, ſed adhuc 
© mollia, minuſque firmis ligamentis Cohœrentia, et 
© tenerrima cute V 1x circumdata? *Tzs very likely, 
1 . fays he, that Imagination has done the whole Mork; 
"Foe for at that Time the Viſcera are ſoſt, not adhering to 
1 flrong Ligaments, and hardly covered with the thin- 
neſt Membrane: So that 5 has done the 
Job, becauſe Inagination found the Job ready done. 
Who ever heard any Man living argue fo odly? 


Deftruit, Adiſicat, Mutat Quadrata Rotundis. 


| 
| 


M | | Had it not been better for Horſtius to ſay, that 
. Inagination was more conſciencious and tender- 
wil hearted, than to ripp open the Body of the Child; 

1 but coming in the Nick of Time that the Viſcera 


UW” are not yet incloſed, ſhe ſerved the Cutis and the 
| \ Integuments with an Injun#ion to ſtop their Pro- 
ceedings, and left the Babe in Statu quo ? 


3. The Cauſe of a Hair-Lip is the ſame. viz. 
an Interruption in the Growth of the Cutis. + © In 
| © humano Fxty. Inter Initia, nec Labia, nec 
1 Buccæ, nec Auriculæ, nec Palpebræ, nec Naſus 
1 ö © diſcernuntur: Ultimoque omnium coaleſcit 2 5 

| | | illa 
! 


* Hild. Cent. 3. Obſ. 55. 
. Hay v. Ex. 56, 5 
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illa, qua labia ſuperiora committuntur. In .@ bu. 
man Fœtus, the Lips, the Cheeks, the Ears, the Eye. 
Lids and the Noſe are not ſeen in the Beginning, 
and the Line which unites the Sides of the Uppere © 
Lip is the oe Coalition, © Eandemque * ob cau- 
© fam, niſi fallor, multi naſcuntur cum Labro ſupe- 
« riort fiſſo, quia in Fætus humani formatione, ſu- 
© periora labia tardiſſime coaleſcunt. Tig upon 
that Account, that . ſeveral Children are born with 
4 Hair-Lip, becauſe in the Firmation of the Fœtus, 
the Sides of the Upper-Lip do unite very late. 


4. If ſome Children bring into the World the 
Look of a Monkey, of a Frog, or of ſomethin 

0. | 8 
worſe, tis owing to the ſame Cauſe, viz. that the 
Lips and the Cheeks not being come to Perfection, 
— the Mouth being + opened from Ear to Ear, 
which are — ſmall and hardly diſcernable, they 
appear moſt frightful to the Spectators, and give 
Room to many ſilly Notions. 


5. I come to thoſe Spots upon the Cheek, which 
have the Colour of Red Nine ”Tis eaſy to per- 


ceive that they are not the Effects of Imagination; 
for Women may long for White Wine, and be diſs 
appointed, and yet do we ever ſee that particular 

Signature upon the Face of Children? | 
Tis not difficult to diſcover the Origin of thoſe 
Spots. They proceed very often from the Cutis 
wanting, in that Place, its due Thickneſs, and 1 2 
pearing, as if it had been fleaed, or pared off; 
0 K * Wbereby 
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IV. Force and Violence upon the Body of the | 
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whereby the Blood-Veſſels are very conſpicu- 


ous upon the 1 142-6 - 9.43. hb 
Sometimes the Defe& is not ſo much in th 


Skin, as in the Structure of the Arteries, an 
Veins, the Capillary, Branches. of the Firſt bein 


more numerous. and dilated than —_ and thoſe 


. 4 So I'd I, . i424. .. ye 
of the others few and narrow, and diſcharging 


the Blood but ſlowly. 


And why ſhould ſuch a Thing be aſtoniſhing 
in New-born Children, hen we ſec, every Day 
Men, who naturally were before of a white and 
fr Complexion, do get in a few Months a red 

acc, or a red Noſe. 


6. In the Fatus the Spine is bent outward like 
a Bow, and if the Ligaments grow ſtrong, and 
Time, there's a great Risk, that the Child, may 
receive from thence a Crookedneſs in its Back. 

I ſay the ſame of the Tibia, which, in Babes, is 
not ſo ſtraight. as in Men, and of the Tar/us which 
turns inwards ; from thence many Children remain 
© {IRON 11 

Parey does alſo take Notice, that Children bring 
Diſlocations into the World, becauſe the Cavities, 
which belong to the Articulations, not having, from 
their firſt Conformation, a ſufficient Depth, and the 
Ligaments being weak and full of Humourg, the 


Head of the Bone is cafily thruſt out of its Place. 


br Fortus, 
one of the Cauſes of Marks and Deformitics. 


- Thisis fo plain, that it brings its own Demon- 
ſtration. | 


1, Tis 


is 


„ 

1. Tis eaſy to conceive, that the Body of the 
Fet us, being ſoft and tender, is liable to be bruiſ 
ed, and daſhed in Pieces by the ſtrong Convulſions 
of the Tubes, and thoſe of the Uterus, and by the 
violent Contraction of the Muſcles of the Abdomen, - 
which do preſs upon it with great Force, — 

It the Struggle does happen in the Tube ear. 
ly, and a little Time Wer the Egreſs of the 
wa or Ovg from the Oyary, tis Pi ible for two 
Ova to be ſo confounded, and ſo intermixt one 
with another, as to make an odd and monſtrous 
Compoſition of the Fragments of both, - 


2. The bad Conformation of the Uteras may be 
the Cauſe of Deformities according to Hippocrates. 
The Child in Utzro, ſays he, ſhall be lame if it 
© is ſtraitned for Room, like a Vegetable, which, 
being hindercd in its Growth by Stones or any 
Thing elſe, riſes crooked, and wry, out of the 


J : 


© Ground, and thin on one Side, and thick on 


* other.” De Genitur, Art. 9. * 

To this muſt be referred the Damage the Fætus 
does receive from the Mother being too much 
confined by her Cloaths, or by a itooping Poſture 


that the Exerciſe of her particular Trade requires, 


3. The Fetus may alſo ſuffer by the Falls of the 
Mother, and by the Blows and Wounds ſhe does 


receive, I am of Opinion, ſays Hippecrates, that the 
Child in Utero may be mutilated, by the Blows, or 


Fall, the Mather has bad, — and on the ſame Side. 
De Genitur. Art. 8s. 


4. Some Children are born with the Skin of the 
Head fo relaxed and hanging down, as to repre» 
ſent, according to People's different Fancy, a Gre-= 

T2 nadier's 


— — — — 
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nadier's Cap, the Hood of a benedictine Frier, « 
+ Toad, a Woman's Head treſs, Gc. and they 
very ſeldom fail to put the Charge upon Imagina. 
tion But Bartholin *, aſſures us, that this Acci- 
dent comes from the Depreſſion of the Bones of 
the Cranium by which the Skin is not confined, 
and that he has obſerved it ſeveral Times. 

Jam apt to believe, that this Deformity may come 
alſo from other natural Cauſcs ; for, Tulpius, lib. 1. 
Obſ. 52. ſpeaks of a young Spaniard, Whole Skin 
was ſo looſe all over his Body, that he could brin 
the Skin of the Throat, as far as his Mouth ind 
Noftrils, and pull the Skin from the Top of the 
10 Humerus to his Checks and over his Face like a Sail. 
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V, Misfortunes from Inheritance, and the Tranſ- 
migration of the OVÄ a. 


That there are Hereditary Deformitics, is 2 
Fact, which can never be denied: *Tis very com- 
mon for crooked Perſons to have Children of that 
Shape. But, what is more remarkable and won- 
| _ deriul, is, that the true and original Cauſe of theſe 
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þ ſtrange Accidents, is not always coniined within 

| a a narrow Compaſs of Time, but is, now and then, 
ij of a very old Date, and even of ſeveral Thouſand 
* Years. | SEP nt 
"lt *Tis upon this Occaſion, that Dr. Turner has 
16 made his facetious Paraphraſis mentioned in the 


Advertiſement ; - But I am fo much convinced of 
the Truth, of my Aſſertion, that I think fit to re- 
peat it here with a few Additions for that Gen- 
| tleman's 


wow — 1 I0 7 
* — — — — — — d i 
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* Philoſoph, Tranſ.N 233. 
5 + Hift. de Pacadem, des Sciences, 1516. 
| Y, A Med, 131. Obſ, 24. 
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tleman's Diverſion, and to give him a ſecond Op- 


portunity of ſhewing his good Humour. | 
What I maintain is grounded upon a Principle 
univerſally received, viz. That there is no new Cre- 
ation, and that the Rudiments of all N. 
and of all Animals now in Being, are a Principio. 
From whence I draw this Conſequence, that thoſe 
Rudiments have been all along ſubject to the uſual 
Accidents which do naturally follow the Laws of 
Motion. | F 2 A | 
The biggeſt Oak upon Earth has been in Small, 
from the Beginning, involved in a primitive Acorn 
and if we look ET any fingle Acorn does 
not only contain the Oak, which 1s to come next, 
but alſo all the Trees and Acorns which ſhall be 
roduced from thence ſucceſſively as long as the 
Ford does laſt, EM 
Where's then the Abſurdity to ſay, that an A: 
corn may be ſo damaged, in a Part infinitely, 
ſmall, as neither to loſe its vegetative Faculty, nor, at 
firſt to diſcover outwardly the Hurt it has ſuffered, 


till after a long Succeſſion, the Injury will appear 
to be in a few Acorns, when *tis 


eir Turn to 
ſhoot into Trees? 8 


I ſay the ſame of Animals; there's no Child 
born, but the Lineaments of its Body have been 
ſomewhere from the firſt Creation, and in that /ome- 
where liable to many Viciſſitudes. The Opinion, 
which is now generally received, is, that the ſome- 
where was in a primitive Ovum, which had ſeveral 


Ovula involved one within another,. 


According to this Hypotheſis, if there be no 
Tranſmigration of the Soul, we muſt however allow 
of a Sort of Tranſmigration of the Body, ſince 
there's not one ſingle Fztus at this Time, but has 
been ſucceſſively in the Ovary of Two Hundred 5 
and Fifty Perſons at leaſt, os , | 
g 


* 
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Is there any Improbability to ſay, that an Ovu- 
Tum, going through ſo many Revolutions, may 
have regerved ſome Damage, when a long Time 
ago it exiſted in another Dawn? e 
Have all theſe Mothers, and every one of them, 
been exempted from Bruiſes, Cuts and Wounds, 


4 


from Obſtructions of the Juices, from Hydroos Us 
zeri, from Serofulæ, Ulcers, Cancerous Humours, 
yirulent Diſtempers, and from ſuch Poiſons as may 
ſpecifically affect one Part rather than another? 
It may be the Child, that came firſt, and im- 
mediately from the primitive Ovum, has been well 
ſhaped, and regular in all its Limbs, and a great 
many more of its Poſterity, when afterſeyeral E- 
vdqtions, it being the Turn of the damaged Ovum 
to be fecundated, a Child is unexpectedly born 
monftrous, or with great Deformities, upon the 
Account of the old Misfortunes, a few Particles 
of its Body, which were infinitely ſmall in the 
2 Ovum, having been then diſplaced, con- 
ed, or r T | 
Thus you ſee, the Mother, under the ſpecious 
Pretence of Imagination, is wrongfully brought in 
3 when ſhe is entirely innocent ; and that 
the Deformities complained. of are very often ow- 
ing to remote Cauſes, which have taken Effect, 
even a long Time before ſhe came into the World. 


- 


CONCLUSION: 


Now that I am gone through the great Topicks 
of Exeter NcE, Reason, and AxATOur, which all 
Thr e join together againſt the current Opinion, 

_ - tis Time to put an End to this Diſſertation, and 
leave the Readers to judge for themplves. K 


„ 4s 
* | 
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Ideſire them to put a good Conſtruction upon my 
Undertaking, having not np but to find out 


the Truth, and to quiet the Minds ef timorous Peo- 
ple. I beg Pardon for the ſeveral Defects and Im- 

er fections of this Treatiſe; for, as I am the 
Fi who has ever writ on this Side of the Queſt- 
ion, I am afraid I have not been able to make Uſe 
of all the Advantages the Juſtice of my Cauſe 
could afford. Give me Leave to fay upen ſuck 
a Subject, Voluiſſe ſat e. . 4 
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